— 2 — 2 22 - 
+ jo 1 3 
4 . vo if 9 e 9 z e 
_ { . way, 55 N — Ws. WY, nee WS; Porn oy Ks, 
7% « x WT al 


4 
4 


n 

8 I 
\ \ 

10 \ | 
„* 


AK 


ea 


| ed. 10 \. \ 


N N WA 


\ 


HIT 


{+ n 

f 4 

"yy N 4 
17 5 5 


* K As "EF : | wt! | 12471 


n 


R e ny 
Wh. 00 15 bh 
it ech pl 


W * 
. n Y 
———— T 

ASI —— —— KA * 


* — 05 
n Wi Wa * 
* 


r 


— — 


6 


—— — 


7 — . —— & 


—— - 


— — 
> —— 
— 


my 
2 - 
” 


— 4 


— — — 


7 


—— 


10 


\ 


$&+. | 
N 


r 


4 
n o 
*. 
* - 
Mes 
LT » 
4 % 
v a7 
Ys 45.” 
1 
* 
= "Te 
Jy n 


N 
| | 


| 


| \ 


— 2 — 2 22 - 
+ jo 1 3 
4 . vo if 9 e 9 z e 
_ { . way, 55 N — Ws. WY, nee WS; Porn oy Ks, 
7% « x WT al 


4 
4 


n 

8 I 
\ \ 

10 \ | 
„* 


AK 


ea 


| ed. 10 \. \ 


N N WA 


\ 


HIT 


{+ n 

f 4 

"yy N 4 
17 5 5 


* K As "EF : | wt! | 12471 


n 


R e ny 
Wh. 00 15 bh 
it ech pl 


W * 
. n Y 
———— T 

ASI —— —— KA * 


* — 05 
n Wi Wa * 
* 


r 


— — 


6 


—— — 


7 — . —— & 


—— - 


— — 
> —— 
— 


my 
2 - 
” 


— 4 


— — — 


7 


—— 


10 


\ 


$&+. | 
N 


r 


4 
n o 
*. 
* - 
Mes 
LT » 
4 % 
v a7 
Ys 45.” 
1 
* 
= "Te 
Jy n 


N 
| | 


| 


| \ 


SACRED HISTORY, 


BOOK of JOB, 
OBSERVATIONS 


Various AUTHORS. 


— 8 
» 


— —— 
— 


By D. BELL AMY, Miniſter of Peter/ſham and Kew, and 4 
Curate of King ſſon upon Thames, in the County of Surzzy. 


In the Boox of JOB, the moſt antient Poem in the World, we have ſuch Paintings and De- _ 
ſcriptions as are tranſcendently above the moſt celebrated Heathen Writers; whereby we 
may perceive how faint and languid the Images are which are form d by Mortal Authors ; 

when compar'd with thoſe which are figur'd, as. it were, juſt as they appear in the Eye 
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> ARIOUS are the Conjectures of the Learned, in re regard to this Grand | 
92 Eremplar of Heroic Virtue, and this moſt excellent, a and ſublime Por- 
tion of Sacred Writ. © 


'S | : | 4 


There are ſome, who peremptorily inſiſt, ih there never was any 

, ſuch illuſtrious Per ſonage in Being; and that the whole Compoſition from 
to End is mere Invention, without the leaſt Aid and Aſſiſtance 

of the Holy Spirit, and in all Reſpects as much a Similitude or Fiction, 


— 0 _ the Inſtruction of Mankind, as any of our Saviour 1 which are 
recorded in = New Teſtament. 
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* of; ſort Dis5unrATION on the 
The Nymder, rde of the Advoemes for this Opinion 


unaffeRted 


Ts , 


1 
. 


Others again, . that this Book was written by ſome 
whom in particular they are at a Loſs to determine, but as | Rang. = 

, Tiga 1 Whole, = -_ into a Mould, contains a 
70 > ary Eitio whatſoever z and for 
ain me Hitt Pocm. ge >. 


| ” Thete are pF Set of Criticks and Commentators, bay theſe indeed are your nume-- 
xous, who. ſteer a middle Courſe, that is to ſay, who maintain, that this Portion of Scrip-- 
ture is grounded on as true Hiſtory, as thoſe bf Homer and Virgil in all probability 
yet ſtill, ſay they, it is an Hiſtorical Poem; and the Conduct, the Mode or Manner of i 
the Scenes, Machines, and other Incidents, carry along with chem, very viſibly, the Marks 
of artful ee and were, doubtleſs, -as they aſſert at leaſt, form'd only in the 
Poet's Imagination ; "that Ir ds ſay; in other Words, that. a great Part W 
and no more than an ingenious and inſtructive Fiction. 
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As for thoſe who- affigm a be fie a Perſon a t their Notiona, for the Rea- 
ſons before- . miſt be and g 4 * very fubſtantial Ar- 
guments ta port f I all produee ſome few 


of them that F —— to 14 mo derte, and 88 aſſuming the Character 
of a AModerator,. or preſuming, in an arbitrary Manner, to paſs a definitive Sentence, and. 


decide the Controm . where o much, may be fn by the Le on bech Sides. 


Tu then, Wit are ne be the Reality "of this 3 peremptorily inſiſt, "4 
the Sacred Spriptures ought at all Times, and. in At Places, to: be conſtrued in their literal. 
and genuine Senſe, .where-ever. they will bear it, and that they ought” not to be wreſted, or 
thrown. info. a leſs obvious, .Meaning,. unleſs where an. abſolute Neceſſity requires it: That 
there is no Article throughout the while Narration, but what lies within the Compaſs of 
Puy: And in. caſe Tome Part of it may ſcem, indeed, leſs credible than others, and 

* De ape te. ſtagger our Belief ;; yet man Occurrences that appear. to us very mager and 
Re been inconteftibly prov'd to be real Facts: And ſuch, in this Work, -as may 
with. ſome. Air of Juſtice,, be ſtil'd mn are recorded, not only to engage our Curioft. 


(a) Exekiel xiv. 16-20. (b) James v. 11. 
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_ Thoſe, on the other Hand, who are of 
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Sag gue e.g een, to enter into a W 


fore the Holy Angels : That dis equally 
ſo cloſely follow one 8 


M ee 
ee Land an 

od, that Jab, in the of bis Aﬀtion, 
il; 2nd” chat bis Ff. who; were: pro- 
; his deplorable Condition, 2 to amend 


ſions in his E We e 
duct of the Govt carries 


fame meaſure to his 


85 Gill, ſation by the a f his TT: 
ren 


e n e N „ that the 
Confideration 1 is a Dramatick Performance, and the Machinery of it i 
155 gil of the EY NES on, 2 it £ 55 a 
inſttuctive Bran ſpired Writings; an ofe few, e 
tion'd, deny the Hero a real Exiſtence, ER e Il matter of Ic 

ounded upon Fact, we ſhall u Dent lk. endeavour: to diſcover; . 5 
[5g not only the Time when, and the Place where he probably . reſided ; but _— 
the reputed Author of this ſublime IE; which in þ very intra dhe and coceruining, 


This Fob then, 5 all probability, was a Be of the” Pitrigrh Aiken 17 
his Wife (c) Keturab; and as he had a numerous Iſſue by that Intermarriage, 
tion d them _ and ſent them into the rah inſomuch that the ett Part of 42 


(e) Gimeſi — I, 2, &c. 
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iv 4 pon buussiaprven on the 
_ ea In Arabia. He had a Son likewiſe, by the fdbelbiif Kr turab, wa | "3M"; 


Sbunb; from whence there are very good Grounds to imagine, that Bildad the Shubite, 5 


Fob's Viſitors,” was of the fame Deſcent ; and as he'liv'd, in all probability, not far from Us, 


tho 80 115555 in Duty bound, AS 2 Relation, to 80 and comfort him in the Pa of his Diſtreſs. 


: 1 0 to the Situation of 5 Land of Uz, which was the Place of vb Reſidence, there 
are various Conjectures concerning 1t ; ſince there are Three of them mention'd by 


* in the Book. of Genes. The firſt (4) Uz was the Son of Aram, who was the 


Founder of 2 and Trachonitis; for which reaſon, ſome Commentators have fix d his 
tion i n the Plain of Jordan, in the Province or Diſtrict of the beforenam'd Tra- 
53 
however,” is doubtleſs a mere Fable; and nothing but a groſs Impolition : As 5 
his fuppos d Well near Ferm ſulem, ſituate in the aforeſaid Plain. The ſecond (e) Uz was 
Son of Nebor ; and the Country, that from him was call'd Uftis, or Auſitis, is, 
He d by fome Geographers near the ſe Ex pbrates and the City of Babylon; on 


which Account the Kat of Job is tho e to be that Part of Arabia. The 
third C was the Sen ef Diſdan, one ot del ter mention'd in (#1 Geneſis, who came 


the Horites ; and! as they were oſſeſs'd by the Deſcendants of Edom, their Coun- 
try was "Giſtingui'd' by. the Name o inal from whence ſome Authors imagine 
7515 Reſidence was there. Sees 5 place his Habitation at Conſtantinople ; 
but ; ne is very ridiculous and pon the Suppoſition, however, as 
above hitted, that Fob was a Deſcendant' of e pu Keturab, his uſual Place 'of 
Abode” 5 -- ith | probability be fix d in one Part of Arabia Deſerta: And this 
he rather be depended on, ſince the Satred Hiſtory . mention of 


abitahts' of thoſe Fafts. PETS, ten 
U pious Time when he W is N d point which is FRY 


* 


with Moſes, from his mentioning, with the utmoſt Abhorrence and 
the ancient Ido Cuſtom of paying the Tribute of Divine Adoration 


13 Moon, and Stars; and which is ſtill a greater Proof, from his taking 
nd Manner of Notice of the Bondage of the Hraelites under their cruel Egyptian Taſk- 


Maſters ;- which was a Circumſtance of fo great Moment and Importance, that he would 
dowbleſs have expatiated thereon, had he not liv'd before that remarkable Occurrence. 
I ig evident likewiſe, that he liv'd in the Days of the Patriarchs from the Length 
1 his Life; for he was about threeſcore Years of Age, when God Almighty, for the 
al of bis Faith and Patience, firſt permitted Satan to perfecute and torment him 

with che very worſt of Diſeaſes, and he liv'd 140 Years after his Reſtoration; fo that 
was about 200 Years old at the. Time of his Deceafe, which was a 2 or Period 


he 
of Years, that that ſeveral of the Patriarchs could not boaſt of. ; | 
What bis Difteper in Peas was, and how lng u ltd, ue other Matters 


* 


(d) Gr x. 23, (e) Genefes xxii. 21. (F) "_ xxxXvi. 21. 
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Na Jeb Sepulchre, or Monument, is ſhewn to Paſſengers to this very Day. 


ing plunder d by the Chaldeans CN AR who were "a is YO 


& by Criticks. It is evident, however, that he was either Predeceffor, or at 
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PIN , Bor pag 1: #Y 
of meer Heer eee : Sotne will have it; how 
ever, to be a Leproſy of the moſt t. Nature; and others, 4 Malady e a more 
W e Denom i; but” thoſe d Wits, Wan impure©that"rg bis Change 
loſe all the Sting of their inveckives When, im anſwer" thereto,” they care inform d ch 
his Diſeaſe, how contagious ſoever it might be, was brought upon him, by no Irre- 


gullrcies' of his own, Die” by dhe Malice- and Contrivanice” (with God's Perthiflion)/ of 
infernal Adverſary the Devil. Others again imagine, and wirr ſome Colour of 


Reaſon, that his numerous Sores and Boils were not the Reſult of any fi 
dy, but a Complication of Diſeaſes ; and 8 am additienal Weight to His“ 
Fains che, Drvi not only feirr d up His Wife to urge him to 8 
Suicide or Senf Mar dey", © but diſturb'd hie Mind both" 
r and dd kim, all he” IA to che 4 F 
and THY Fee 4 = 9 1 Ft 
a mn]. Vt i -20ft 2 Nn e 15 I ſds wy [I We ties! q 14 U Dae 
As to che Duration et this ſevere Trial, foie extend ir to the Conigaſy* whos. 
whole der bur ein ems tobe 4 Conjeurs ase) frm: the ante e 5 
Almighty, whoſe darling Attributes are Mercy and Loving - kindneſs; and wien be. 
a of Mew, te tenet OE; as it were, and with Reluctance. 
Fer which Reaſon, others imagine, and doubtleſs RO e that er f 
als laſted no longer than a Month. The News of his 
inſomuch that it might not be above ten or twelve Days 8 
ing firſt pl gerd, his barbarous Neighbours, to the ſudden Death e 
Daughters by a irlwind from Heaven; immediately after which his bodily Af- 
As and a him-: Then there were. ſeven Days more, we are told, that his 
Friends, who went to condole with, hit ſpent in Silence; and we cannot well 
C angle herwert tient ould." fake up above 
more; and God reſtord Hm . . rr inform d. belore” ths 


There is but one | 
is, with reſpect to the Author, Iwo "ris T nan to "kx 5 the real Perſ LI yet tis 


ſon, ir is a Notion almoſt e receiv'd,” that Moſes wrote it, d his Re- 
ſidence in Egypr, or elſe after he had fled” „ Midian, 
in order to encourage the Jews to bear up with Fortitude and Patience under their 
3 Bondage, and to induce them to put their whole Truſt and Confidence in 
who would moſt certainly deliver them, in his own due Time and Way, 


W however, as W i de that this Sacred Book was 


le Mala- ai 


at firſt a plain and fimple Narrative, and the Materials were drawn up ei ther by Job 


himſelf, or ſome of his Friends or Relations; and that afterwards it fell into the Hands 
of Moſes, who firſt tranſlated it from the Arabic; that in proceſs of Time it. was tranſ- 
mitted down to Solomon; and that from him, tis highly probable, it Mm 
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deſpair all fog of. 
2 nd bs ht axentniag ibs Pains at ente: = 
ber, 1 giving impiaus at well as fooliſh Conſe 
Seon after, Three of bis moſt intimate 'Fviends, 2 not 8 ef lee,! brd, 95 
of Atingubd Wiſdom and Virtue , mane) Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, wat hp 
Vit by Way of Conſolation... Elhu, another pro . oo Friend, had waited on bib, 
, fome time befor Their "Intention was good and laudable, but. N 
Silence, and upon mature Deliberation, A ur ra that fince , ikkiant were * 
natural Reſulr of Impiety, and fince \the Divine Vengeance frequ rently overtook ſuch Nations o_ | 
Families as were profligate and abandowd, that ee Fs wat to all outward 
r doubtleſs, A of ſome very enormous, tho” e- 
rat Sins ; for if that was not the Cafe," they CT 
hn — any One, aum Rengious dot ar $i ag 
| 5 0 9 N 
' This ig the Topic nn len- 1 demonſrate; and conſequently, preſs it very Bom; in hopes,. 
* dint of 3 to bring bim to an ingenuous Acknowledgment of his Miſconduf,. and a 
fimcere Sorrow and Contrition- for it; upon which they imagin'd, as they frequently binted, that: 
Goo would * to withdraw bis aicting Hand, would incline. his Far with N to bis: 
, and. reftore bim to his former State of Health, . Proſperity and Grandeur. 
ob, on the other Hand, being conſcicus f nbe Integrity of bis Heart, and his inoffenſroe : 
Deportment towards God and Man; and conſequently, altogether undeſerving of the bitter In-- 
wetives: of bis FOO endeavours ta vindicete A Condult; and W them, that the) entertain d 


diſponourable: 
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vi. The ARGUMENT. 


 diſponourable Notions 0 him; md that their beavy Accuſations whre all falſe and 8 
tbat they perfettly miſtook bis Caſe, and purſued a Meaſures for the Alleviation of bis 
Sorrus; for be was fully convinc d, notwithftandin 7 ey perfited in maintainin 3 Des 


 #hat God Almighty," Jof, Rea, 5 , non, fo 2 thy 7 
1 Lan Te Cn Gar hs, fore Fine, pr te 
2 C u 
Argument” could fairly "be drawn 4 a Harb an A e Hd 7 92 


a Man, that would —_— 
kim to be more immoral or irreligious than any of his Neighbours. 


No ſooner were th:ir Debates concluded, Pui Elihſ, who tho' a young Man, was endow'd 
wi more than common Knowledge, having ly farbore to ſpeak a oe Ti uf and liſtned 
with all due Attention to the Arguments that d on 
at (bar of 'Modetator, 7755 0 Reconci 
them. I order in ſet. Matters in the and tidl_Light, Ht 
the Poſition which. Eliphaz and bis Companions bad advanc'd was in a great . 
3 namely, that Immorality, and a profligate _— of Life were odious and abominable 

bt of God; 5 that ie. 15 wine Vengeance..did. frequently overtake thoſe bp preſum d 
70 (Ny Eq it; 0 


45 


2 be ait, 1 Job from- ibat . 
4 4 IA wrreligious Per;on's, fince 
urpoſes,. afflifes. thi 2 Men, - notwithſta 

he 1 dic Firtue: And ibo e 
be Comm Fon of am other enormous Sin, yet. Hill be highly blames bim 
rn En 
io wont the. unguarded Expreffins. e too erty te ut- 
75 e, Gn wa ing ons as din 

Tikes 1 Mercy. 1 | 


EN IP! DUN by {KA 3 1 1. 

9 ee gra | 8 e Amate of. their Can- 

12 The Got and bring © it to a Baal W Ns Hort, be reproves. Eliphaz and bis 

4 2 artial and uncharitable Cenſure . u. . Jo ob in the midi e bis 

55 4 the ſame. Time eng and: Complaints, in regard 

7 yo 0 My a 400 intricate and unſearcbuble 1 buman Comprehenſion : 

3 AE 304k 7 however, Be declares in Favour. of Job, that. his: Cauſe was by farithe dif, 

bad in "redhty. 721 with. more reverential Ame and Reſpelt of. the Divine 2 

pag 90 teftify'd a 225 chearful. Submſſion..to bis Sovereign Will, . han” either of "bis 

alluding, in all pr to that remarkable Conclufion. F Lis Rebuke o hi reſtleſs an ra 

patient Wife :. et Shall we reggive, Good at the Hand of God, and ſhall. we 

not. receive EY . perhaps. to that Paſſage where be 95, — The Lord, gave, and the 

Lord hath taken awa TOA be the Name of the Lo 

No ſooner bad God pronount'd this definitive Sentence, but be pu put an Eng tn 4 

Phe il of bis Friends) to all bis Afflittions, cur d him e all bis Maladies, and as. a 


. 4 


Recompence and Reward for hi Faith and Piety, not only beftetm' d on him a double Portion A 
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This Chapter is divided into three diftinft Paragraphs, ar Sections. In the Firſt, we have a 
Hort Account of Job's unaffeFed Piety, Extent of Power, and large Poſſeſſions. - The Second 
informs us of the Manner in which Satan (by God's Permiſſion for the Trial of bis faithfut 
Servant Job) od him all at once, as it were, not only of his Effetts, but of his. Children. 
And the Laſt ſhews us with what ſurpriſing Humility Reſignation to the Divine Will, 
this illuſtrious Prince receiv'd the melancholy Tidings of one continued Series of Msſfortunes. ., 
N the Days of Old, and much about the Time that God's peculiar 
7 wa the 17raclites groan'd under the Oppreſſion of their Egyptian TLaſk- 

1/4 rs, there dwelt a Prince, one Jobab, or Job, by Name, at E-Paran, 
ss tis thought, in the Land of Uz, otherwiſe eall'd Auſitis, in the 
Southern Part of Arabia-Deſerta, who was no leſs renown'd for his 
high Birth, than for his heroic Virtues. The Almighty therefore was 
pleas'd to bleſs him in ſuch a very ſingular Manner, that his outward. 
bore ſome Degree of Proportion to wy Ferfections of his Mind; 15 


2 De HisTory of JOB, 
he not only beſtow'd on him a numerous Iſſue, namely, ſeven Sons and three Daugh- 
ters, but ſeven thouſand Sheep, three thouſand Camels, five hundred Yoke of Oxen, 
and ug many She-Aſes, which were the Riches of the Country where he liv'd; and 
in ſhopty ſuch an , extenſive Command, and fuch a 1 Retinue, that he had no Supe- 
rior at leaſt, if he hag any Equal throughout the "whole Compaſs of the Ea. To this 
Happineſs he had the additional Pleaſure of ſeeing his Children live in the ſtricteſt Bonds 
| of {het and Affection towards each other ; fer the Sons made it a conſtant Practice to 
meet alternately at each others Houſes on their reſpective Birih days, at Which Times 
they wy grand Entertainments, and never faiFd of inviting the. three Siſters to partake. 


Now, i was (cultoraty..for. theſe arial Feſtivals to laſt ſeven Days furceffively, the 


Prince, their indulgent Father, who was never preſent to interrupt their Mirth, took parti- 
cular Care, at the Expiration of the Week, to inform them by a ſpecial Meſſenger, that he 
expected they would prepare themſelves, both by Faſting and Prayer, for the approaching 
Sacrifice which he propos'd to offer up to God Almighty on their Behalf ; and when they 
were all aſſembled together, purſuant to ſuch Intimation, he roſe early the next Morning, 
the moſt proper Time, doubtleſs, for ſuch an extraordinary Act of Devotion, and not 5 
pray d to God to bleſs them, but offer'd a ke Burnt- offering for each of them, be- 
ing apprehenſive that ſome one or other of them might, in an unguarded Hour, and in, 
* ighth of their Mirth, have either ſaid or done ſomewhat that might reflect a Diſ- 
Fonotir on the Holy Religion they profeſt: And this was Job's conſtant Practice at the Cloſe. 
of their reſpective Feſtivals. | nd fray int 
I e great and exemplary Piety, however, of this illuſtrious Prince was not ſufficient to 
ſcreen him from the moſt ſevere, tho 2 Accuſations: 8 as there was a Time ſet 
apart for Job's Sons to prepare themſelves for their Appearance before the Almighty in their 
Vather's Ao ſo Aacwiſe there were Days appointed for the Bleſſed Angels —— to 
approach the Throne ef God, and to lay before him an exact Account of the Adminiſtration 
. 2 their reſpective Commiſſions: And the Devil, who is the moſt malicious and implacable 
Enemy of Mankind, embrac'd the favourable Opportunity of intruding himſelf am 
them. God Almighty, however, in an Inſtant diſcovering the Impoſtor, call'd to him, and 
in order to convince him, that, tho he was a powerful and arbitrary Spirit, he was not- 
withſtanding, in all Reſpects ſubject to his Beck, inſiſted, with a ſtern Countenance, 
that he ſhould give an Account of himſelf, and of what Buſineſs he had been upon: 
To which he made a faint Reply, with' ſuch an a nt Concern and Uneafineſs of Mind, 
as ſufficiently teſtified his awful Apprehenſion of the Almighty, and the Limitation of his 
Power. © I have been, /aid he, taking a Circuit round the habitable Globe.” If then that 
«© has been your Employment, ſaid God, after all your Enquiries, after all your malicious 
„ Endeavours to difturb the Peace and Tranquility of Mankind, you have no Objection, 
“ T ſuppoſe, to my faithful Servant Job, nothing, doubtleſs, to lay to his Charge, whoſe 
< "Integrity it is well known can never be ſhaken, and in whom there is no manner of 
„ Guile.” Tes, reph'd Satan, recollecting his uſual Aſſurance, but I have: What he does 
is purely the Reſult of Self- Intereſt: It is not the Pleaſure he really takes in acting con- 
4 formably to your Commands, but the Advantage which he is conſcious to himſelf ariſes 
from his ſervile Obedience. Have not you made him ample-Amends for all his Trouble? 
Have you not protected both him and his Family in ſuch an extraordinary Manner, that 
no Misfortune could poſlibly attend them? — Whatever he undertakes is crown'd with 
«© Succeſs; and have you not beſtow'd on him fuch an Abundance, that the Country he 
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. jives in can Garde contain kis Flocks and Kerds ? I am . 
« you once to turn the Scale, to exert that Power to his Diſadvanta , and reduce him 
„ once to a lower State of Life, he will then play the Hypocrite no nger, but pull off 
< che Maſk, and openly diſdain your over: ruling Providence + Rund c notwithſtand. 
„ing all his boaſted, Virtues, ee e, 23 
Upon chis the Lord, being inclin'd'to teſtify N. 
maliciouſſy accus d, and ſet his exalted Virtues in a Point of Light, ſaid to S,, 0 
Since you have thus unjuſtly aſpers'd the Man, who I am fully perſuaded is 
3 who will maintain his In to the laſt under the moſt abject Poverty; 
« with the ſame Strictneſs and Sincerity as he does now, whilſt uncker the Umbrage of my 
4 Protection, T will for once with-hold ry Hand, and give. you full Power and "Authority: 
460 to diſpoſe of all his Subſtance at your Will and Pleaſure, but-upon'thisjexprels Coridition,, 
that you preſume not to touch his Perſon.” e Satan "withdrew 82 
no doubt with: ſuch an unexpected Commiſſion) from the Divine Preſence; 1 
the Haſte he poſſibly could, to ſatiate his Revenge on this Favourite'of the Almighty. WR” 
+ Accordingly, that malicious, reſtleſs Spirit ſoon found out a ' vity- fir Oppornanry * 
his Helliſh Deſign into Execution. For not long after wus the Birth-Day'* of os 
eldeft Son, at which the whole Family, according to Cuſtom, were uſſembled n 
order to ind themſelves in their wonted Gaiety; without Reſtriction or R and. 
without the Apprehenſion of any impending Danger. This Was 1 critical ConjunQture 
for Satan to enter upen his inhuman and moſt mercileſs P | 
And in the firſt Place, he animated a Clan of Fabian Robbers to ravage that Part of: 
his Land, which lay neareſt them. Thoſe Sons of Violence inſtantly obey*d his. Orders, 
and Fob ſoon receiv'd a very melancholy Account of this his firſt Misfortune, in Words 
to this or the like Effect. As your Oxen were plowing in the Fields, and your Aſſes 


were grazing in the adjacent Meadows, the Sabeans have made an Incurſion on your Ter- 


« ritories, and carried away your. Subſtance Eu with them, having firſt put every Soul. 
& to the Sword, in the moſt barbarous and inhuman eee that made the kaſt Re- 

te ſiſtance, or were employ'd in your Service, and I am the only ſurviving Perſon, WhO 
6 by od have eſcap'd to bring Fo tne vaveleornc ahi el nb 0 ſudden and 272 
„ an Invaſion.” 

No ſooner was this Meſſenger withdrawn, but 2 Seren artiv'a” wh he" np 
Tidings, that there had juſt happen'd a moſt violent Storm of Hail, Rain, Thunder, ar 
Lightning, in the Paſtures where his and Oxen were enclos'd,,; in which,,-not 8 
the Cattle, but all the Shepherds and Herdſmen were eee thay he wa 
ſurviving Perſon to acquaint him with this fatal Diſaſter Bite = 

Before chis ſecond Meſſenger had fully concluded his doleful Wanzen Third 4 — | 
at the Door for Admittance, with freſh News, that the Chaldeans, another Clan of Arabian: 
Robbers, had divided themſelves into ſeveral Parties, and made an Inroad into a Very 
material Part of his Domains; and that they had not only drove away his Camels,” but 


had ſlain their Keepers, and that no Soul beſide himſelf was Preſery d to. give him Weir 


tice of their bloody Havock. 


Again,. before this Expreſs, had well lid. tas Meſſage, a Fourth came in with more 
fatal Tidings than all the reſt, informing him, that, as his Children were Feaſting according 
to their uſual Cuſtom, in their elder Brother? $ Houſe, there aroſe ſuch a. Whirtwind all on a 
1 from the . as took away the four. Corners. of the 5+ Mika and laid it at. onee 


in! 


"3... The Hiowony of JOB, 
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"Tho Job heard all the former Narrations without the leaſt Diſco yet this laſt in 
CO re 'd the inward Anguiſh 
of his Soul by. his. outward Actions. In the firſt Place, he rent his Mantle, then tore the 
Hair off his venerable Head, and at laſt fell proſtrate on the Ground. In all this, however, 
be did not anſwer the Devil's ions; for, notwithſtanding this Complication of Ca- 
lamities, theſe ſucceſſive Scenes of Sorrow, he moſt devoutly paid his Tribute of Adora- 
tion to his God, and ſhew d a perfect Reſignation to all theſe ſevere: Marks of the Divine 
Diſpleaſure. I am now, | /azd be, but in the ſame State and Condition I was when firſt 1 
e eme into the World, and have loſt no more than what I muſt have parted with, when 
ever it ſhould: pleaſe the Almighty to call me out of it. The Lord, tho' he has be- 
« reav d me at preſent of all I have, tbe has taken from me nothing more than what 
Lin his infinite Goodneſs, he firſt beſtow'd upon me. "mamma e e eee 
* unerring Juſtice is not to be dia! | 
Thus, notwithſtanding Holy Fob. was oppreſs'd with ſuch a Load 5 Miſeries as no one 
but himfelf could with any Degree of Patience have ever borne, yet he itted not one 
indecent Word to proceed from his Mouth, that tended in the bat cir de accuſe: the 


e wn mmm . 


Age lau. Remarks on Cnae. I. 


Ver. I. 


There as Fo. in_the Land of Uz, whoſe Name was. Job, and that Man was * 
and uprigbt, and One that feared God, and eſchewed Evil. 


Ram. LF torn and Poets, in the Introductions to their Works, give their Readers for the gene- 
1 rality a Deſeription of the Perſon and Abilities of their Hero, whether real or fabulous, in 
order to prepoſſeſs them, as it were, in his Favour, and as an Earneft of what they are to expect from 
bis future Atchievements. — The inſpired Penman of the Book of JOB, does not, as ſome leſs — 4 
cious Authors are too apt to do, expatiate upon trivial Incidents, ſuch as the Air and Shape of the 
or the particular Lineaments of his Face, and other external Beauties, but enters at once into the — 
parker Part of his Character, by a very ſhort, but comprehenſive Deſcription of his Moral and Re- 
hows! Virtues. — This Man, ſays he, was perfett and upright, and One that feared God, and eſchewed 
vil. — Now a more amiable Portrait of a good 4 could never have been delineated in fewer or 
fofter Strokes. And this Noble Brevity is by the Beſt Judges ever acknowledg'd as one of the moſt di- 
ſinguiſh'd CharaQteriſticks of an accurate and correct Writer: For he leaves room for the Imagination 
to form, not only a rea eat . of Ideas of the Perſon he would recommend, but thoſe more 9 — 
than he poſſibly could do b dy the moſt prolix and extenſive Panegyrick. —— "Tho! ſeveral v 
markable, as well as beautiful Inſtances of this Kind * be collected from Hiſtory both ſac — 
profane, yet we {hall content ourſelves with producing only one from each. Thus, when my Lord Cla- 
"rendon was at a Loſs to do Juſtice to the Merits, and deſirous at the ſame Time to leave a juſt 
Brand of Infamy on the Character of that Grand Uſurper Oliver Cromwel, he very happily expreſs'd 
it in the following Laconic Aﬀertion ; That he was a Great, Wicked Man. 
But the moſt extraordinary Inſtance of this Nature I can at preſent recollect, is That, where our 
Bleſſed Saviour your a full Commendation of Nathaniel, in theſe Words, Behold an Iraelite indeed, in 
whom is no Guile! Which Encomium is ſo very expreflive, ſo full and perfect, that whoever ſhould 
attempt to ſay more, would 9 throw a Veil over its Character, and leſien its intrinſick Value. 
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41. Nee en we Name was j. 
Rew, H. IT is very probable, that he is the ſame, Man as Jobab, mention d by Aaſer in Gen, Chap. 


xxxvi. Ver. 33. 2 


ö nn a7 ee 71 £4 71 S 7; Een: : 
# As to the Signification of the two Terms, they Both aptly and peculiarly belong to the ſame Perſon. 


F Latter, in the Original Hebrew, denotes One, who is free from all Care and Anxiety of Mind, 

and in the full Poſſeffion of all ſublunary Enjoyments ; which tta with the former Part of his Cha- 

rater: And the Term Jobab, when contracted: into Job, 1055 es One overwhelm'd with Sorrows, 
ivine Permiſſion, Dominion over him, 


which equall agrees with his Character, when Sataw had, by 
and plagu'd him with a long and uninterrupted Series of Misfortunes Rn” 2 
* * 5 Ver. VI. $4461 F TH = MCAS 1 "XK : nene 


Now there ut s Day when the Sons of Cad came to preſent themſebves before the Lord, and Sa- 
e ee tas come alſe ameng them, &©. 


THO the Grand Accuſer of Mankind, as here repreſented, appear d in the Preſence of God the 
Father, in order to calumniate his moſt faithful Servant, and One of the moſt righteous Men 
upon Earth; yet his Inſolence cannot be ſaid to be greater than it was afterwards, be pre- 
ſented himſelf before God the Son in the Wilderneſs, and aſſaulted him with a Train of the molt auda- 
cious Temptations he ever practis d. Both Attempts, however, ended in his own Confuſion; and 


God's infinite Goodneſs, was illuſtrated in the moſt conſpicuous Manner, by the Envy and Malice of fo 
implacable a Spirit.. b : . A e eee e een ene Q 
| hs] pi |.) 1322 Vers. KAR 4 


4% label, there came 6 great Wind fro the Wiltermſ:" and facts 1h" fois Cu vp uhh 
Houſe, ny it fell upon . the young Men, and they are dead, and I only am eſeaped' alone 


to 


P15 Paſſage has given ſeveral Atheiſtical Criticks room to triumph, and with an Air of Contempt 
and Ridicule to aſk, how inconſiſtent is it with the Courſe of Nature, for the Wind to ſmite the 
four Corners of Job's Houſe at once? And from this ſeeming Impropriety of Expreſſion, and ſome 
other Difficulties and ſeeming Contradictions, that are here and there interſpers'd amongſt the Writi 
of the Inſpired Penmen ; theſe Advocates for Infidelity would fain perſuade their Adberents, that the 
Scriptures in general carry no Manner of Weight or Authority along with them, and are- no more the 
Reveal d Will of God than any other Syſtem of Divinity whatſoever. — In Anſwer to theſe Scoffers at 
all Religion, we ſhall not juli that this was a ſupernatural Wind, an Event of an extraordinary Na- 
ture, and that their Patron, the Prince of the Air, had, at this Time, an unlimited Power over th# 
Elements, by a ſpecial Commiſſion from the Almighty, to attack his Servant Fob in what Manner he 
thought proper. For this, in their Opinion, would be as groſs an Abſurdity as the former: But, on the 
contrary, we ſhall ſhew, that it was a Natural Event, and that Hurricanes of the like Nature, were 
frequent in the Country where Job reſided. This Tempeſt, or Storm, here ſpoken of then, was one of 
thoſe tecrible Whirlwinds, which came from the Vilderneſi, that is to ſay, from that Part of it, call'd,. 
by Way of Eminence, Arabia Deſerta, and which Naturaliſtt have diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of 77 
phon. — Now this particular Wind, they tell us, whirles about in a circular Form, like Eddies in the 
Sea, and fo by Conſequence, without any miraculous Operation, might have a ſtrong Influence ore 
every Part of Job's Houſe at one ſingle Blaſt. Beſides, in an impetuous Tempeſt, ſuch as this doubtleſs 
was, and ſuch as Mariners too frequently meet with in ſome particular Paſſages, they are perfeRly at 
a Loſs to know from what Part of the Compaſs the Wind blows; ſince by its Violence it proceeds, 
to all outward Appearance, from every Quarter of the Heavens at one and the fame Time, We all 
refer therefore theſe Unbelievers to a celebrated Pagan Writer, who, we are ſenſible, has ten Times 
more Authority with them than Maſes; and if we. can produce the Teſtimony, of ſo great an Author 
as Virgil to confirm the Poflibility of what we have aſſerted, we doubt not but they will be ſo com- 


"I 


* 2 | the Deſenigtion of. . Sem Abere ais Hey Zou the God of the Winds, is v beautiful, 
and not very prolix, we ſhall quote he Whole from Mr. Drydev's Tranflation of it. 75 


ceeds to execute her Commands in the POEM: Manner. 


8 | ADA "IP 

filgugh to think bow your ber Caro I Wheel thee? * i apc Bader play, 

Will look agbaſt, nr} > jm unforeſeen Deftruttion Tear up the Sands, and ſweep whole P — ** 
Pour in upon him thus from every Side. . The helpleſs Traveller, Rac + wild Surprize, 5 

Se, where our wide Numidian-}a/ Waſtes ertend. s | Sees the dry Deſert all around him riſe, - | = 

Mun, 100 Haren Hurricanes ae 324 n in the dufly e G. 

Sci dan nas b * 88 8 if TY | 2 JO I went 
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; his Exceſs of Sorrow.on that melancholy Oecaſion “, he rent hi; Clothes, and put Sackcloth upon his 
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plaiſant, as ko or cquieſce in a Point, which the F e ee and abſurd, And for this: 

*urpoſe, y of them to turn to the 89th Verſe of Fea rit Æneid, where they will find a like- 
eivavrlinary Event very boldly aſſerted... And nate are but two Lines i in in particular, 
that a hit the Mark we are aiming at, namely, | 


chr 10 1 He- mari: totumgy 4 ſedibus/ im. (ly. od e ee 061 
e qt bur» Una nan ene. e n 6 Yo dine E en ur ha. 


ok us, after he has paid his Compliments to the Goddeſs to whom his Speech is directed, pro- 


He ſaid: — Aus burl'd again the — "3 oi Phe Cable \crack, rhe Sailors franful Crier. 
His g ring Spear, and all the God a . and fable Night involves the Skies x 3 a 
The raging Winds ruſs thro' the hollow * Heaw'n itſelf is raviſh'd from their Eyes. | 
dance aloft-in Air, No an what oaks i mY ou Peals of Thunger from the Poles enſue,” + 
Reg 22 7 a th Sea, the 75 5 * ing 72 the tranfient Light req: 
Lt el Rt 4 8 4 7 55 ; £27 por. + "ace 4 Dart a frightfel Tm bears, ti . 
| 25 e in various Ferths r. 


a 225 9 jour, Billews to to 2 128 1 
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- The! we imagine this Evidence alone a ſufliient Juſtification of this * — beg e 
to introduce here from Mr. Addiſon, not only a beautiful Deſcription of a Tempe, but of one of 
thoſe Whirkwinds, or Hurricanes, that are peculiar to the Deſerts. 

That great Author, endeavouring to illuſtrate the Diſtreſs of ag in his ny admir'd: 


Drama. under chat Title, makes uſe of the {allowing Similitude. 


+ 


and wworſbipped. 


Kei ng of Clothes, that 3 is to ſay, the Mantle, or any other upper gane * ſhaving we 
ead, Was an ancient Cuſtom obſery'd amongſt the People of the £a/f,. when they would expreſs 
their unfeigned Sorrow. for an 3 or ſignal Calamity, whether ublick or private ; and id pare 
ticularly taken notice of in ſeveral. Places of the Old Tefement.. The Patriarch Jacob is the firſt Inſtance. 
When that indulgent Parent heard of the untimely. Neath of his Darling Zeſeph : ken his inhuman. 
Sons brought home to him his bloody Coat on purpoſe to deceive him, he very naturally, tho' falſly 

concluded, that the unhappy Youth was torn to pieces by ſome wild Beaſt ; and thereupon, to — 4 


1 ayns,. and mourned. for his Son many Days.. Again; when the doleful News of the Death of Saul: 

J bis Son Jonathan, firſt reach'd the Ears of good King David, that benevolent, and compaſſionate - 
Prins to 7 reſs his Sorrow for a Loſs that ſo tenderly AﬀeRted 17 5 +, took hold on his Clothes, and. 
rent th likewiſe "all the Men that were with him, So likewiſe, when David attended the Fu- 
. a by ly. 45 rent bis Clothes, and ja, to * and to all. the People that were with bim, Rent 
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and gird you with Sackelith, and mourn before Abner. And King David hinfelf followed 
2 And ch Map was an aden Cuſtom ws the Heathens, as is evident from the 
Account we have of Leng en en of his Wife, Me runes © MR! 


Latinus gars bir Garment as be goes FE 7 


attonitus fatis, e ; | Both for bis publick and his Fs furs T4 Shes 
_ * With Filth his, venerable Beard b 


| ciem en perfuſam þ . "EY 609. | And ſordid Duft deforms his Silver Hab. 


The Purport of this Chapter eat," the following Six Lines by Dr. Dung. oy 2 


r OB long 2 in Regal / 9:26 | 2 7 Heart with ſuch exalted Virtae lud. 1 
t Eaſt @ Prince'/o EIS #1 pi th ee. take their Turn to fol” 8 
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Taf or of Iuſtruction naturally flow from the preceding er and Remarks, 
L oh Ae the Favourites of the Almighty are frequently bleſt with the 
of Fo Life ;. yet, for the Trial of their Patience, and other exalted Virtues, de e Tag | 
1 bg under the Weight of the ſevereſt Afflictions. | 
tight and virtuous Man ean be no or RI ere by the mod eruel 
rant or by 4 Dev himſelf, than God is pleas'd to give — Permiſſion. 
III. That the End which God propoſes in correcting thoſe who love and fear him, au W rather 
die than break the leaſt of his Commandwents, is to render their Virtues more exemplary, and to ſet 
them in the faireſt. and. moſt ate chm Point of Light. 
IV. That all Nen render ſelves moſt acceptable to God, and ds the greateſt Honviir : 
' the Cauſe of that Religion they —9 3 Wen they bear their Acton with heroic N and an e 
tire Reſignation to the Divine Ty 
Andlaftly, that We, in Imitation of Holy Fob, bigs aby to bleſs God, notwithſtanding his Dead | 
ings towards us may ſeem ſevere and 277... AET0n £7 
our ee mn. 2-419, be content, | roots. 84 f 
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hs this Ch there are three 7 hinge worthy of the Reader's Obſervation. 1 the Firſ FER 
= 2 by Divine Commiſſion, in his unjuſt Perſecution. of Job, and inflifts on him 4 

2 wat rants painful Diſeaſe. In. the Second is ſhewn' his unſba ken 2 and Reſo- 

1 2 this additional Weight of bis Mictions; and bis ſevere Reprimand of bis Wife, 
_ who wickedly prompts bim, in a Fit of Deſpair, to cute God and dye. The Laſt gives an 
Account of Job' i Friends, who came from their n Seats to n with bim on Ca 

" News of his Menne. | 


* 


FTER all the TranſaQtions mention'd i in the former Ro the Holy Angels going 
once again to attend God's Throne, in order to give an Account of their reſpective 
Commiſſions, Satan likewiſe openly appear d amongſt them, and preſented himſelf, as One 
equally ready and willing to be examin'd in regard to his Io Conduct: Not 
however, to ſpeak till ſpoken to, he waited till Gov demanded of him where he had, been, 
and what he had done. To which he reply d, that he had loſt' No part. of his Time, but 3 
had taken a ſecond Circuit round the Earth to find a favourable Opportunity for hong 4 


- 


rer 


8 


8 The. HIS TOY of JOB, 
Exertion of his Power. Well then, ſaid Gop, you are now convinc'd, I fi , that 


A dhe Character 1 gave of my Servant Fob was ſtrictly juſt, and that you brought in your 


Charge againſt him without the leaſt Grounds, ſince 1 5 reſolutely perſiſts in the un- 
« wearied Exerciſe of his exalted Virtues ; and maintains his Inte w n the ſame Strict- 
“ neſs and Sincerity, as he did in his State of Affluence and Pro perity, notwithſtanding 
„my Aſſent to thoſe ſevere Calamities which he has ſo undeſervedly Faſt "us N 
Four Servant Job, reply'd this malicious Spirit, cagtinues ſeemingly conſtant, tis true, 
te and unmov'd at preſent, neither is it any great Matter of Wonder or Surprize that he 
does ſo; ſince any one may be ſaid to, be rich enough, that enjoys a perfect State of 
„Health; and who would not fit down contented with the Loſs of his Effects, and the 
Lives of his Children, if by that means he could preſerve his own? Do but enlarge my 
« Commiſſion, and let me touch him to the Quick; let me but once lay my Hand on his 
Body, and I will engage the Hypocrite will be ſoon unmaſk'd, and you will find, that 
* he will renounce your Providence, and ungratefully treat you for all your former Bene- 
« faftions.” GOD, being conſcious of Job's Integrity, and well knowing that all his 
other heroic Virtues would be, by his additional Affſictions, ſtill render d more exemplary 
and illuſtrious, reply'd : © I now give you the ſame Power over his 32 as I did before 
over his Family and Effects. Inflict what Diſtemper you think fit upon him, but pre- 
<« ſume not to touch his Life.” No ſooner had Satan obtain'd this new Commiſſion, but, 
withdrawing from the Divine Preſence, more tranſported with Pleaſure than before, he 
went to purſue his miſchievous Purpoſe, and ſmote Fob from Head to Foot with a 


Ulcer, whoſe malignant and corroding Humour prick*d him to the very Marrow of his 


Bones, and was as painful as his moſt implacable Enemy could poſſibly wiſh it. The noi- 
ſome Impurity of his malignant Diſtemper was ſuch an Aggravation of his Sorrow, that 

oblig d him to fit down in the Midſt of a Heap of Aſhes, and lay hold of the i 

that came to hand, which happen'd to be a Potſherd, to ſcrape off the Filth and Corrup- 
tion that iſſued from his Blains. Whereupon his Wife, provok'd at the Miſeries he un- 
derwent, and the unhappy Circumſtances, in all nit lity, to which ſhe herſelf was 
thereby reduc'd,” expoſtulated with him in the following profane and moſt audacious Man- 
ner. Thou doating Devotee! How I deteſt thy Hypocriſy! How vain are all thy 
« affected Prayers! What I beſeech you have they procur'd you, but one continu'd Series 
© of Sorrows? Do, cant on, and pretend to bleſs your God: But for what I would fain 
* know ? Will you ſtill ſeem perverſely righteous ? Be wiſe for once, and know your own 
«Intereſt. Bid him open Defiance, and by one Act of Reſolution, put a Period to a Life 
that is not worth Ni This blaſphemous and erſe Speech was doubtleſs no 
ſmall Aggravation of his agonizing Pains; and notwi ding her Words cut him to 
the Heart, yet he utter d no indecent Expreſſion, no Murmur or Complaint againſt God, 


on Account of his extreme and undeſerved Sufferings; but, on the contrary, not only 


ſeverely reprimanded his evil Counſellor, his Wife, and told her, that ſhe talk'd like a 
raſh, thoughtleſs, and fooliſh Woman; but piouſly added thereto, that nothing ought ever 
to be taken ill at God's Hands; and the more good Men receive, the leis Reaſon have 
they to complain, when any ſudden Calamity comes upon them. 
Now there dwelt in the Parts adjacent, three of Job's intimate Acquaintance, namely, 
Eliphaꝝ the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite, all Perſons of Di- 
ſtinction, and univerſally admir'd for their profound Wiſdom : Theſe, hearing of their 
Friend's fad Calamity, came from their reſpective Scats, and meeting at a Place appointed, 
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FN the next Day, in order to condole with him, and alleviate his Sor W, "ll 
if poſlible, by their wholeſome Admonitions. | 5 
No ſooner: were they entred into the Place where their afflicted Friend lay upon a 2 1 
of Sand, but they were ſhock'd to that Degree, at the diſtant View only of a Wretch ſo ' 8 
deform?'d. and in ſuch conſummate Miſery, that they perfectiy ſhrielc d, like” Perſons 
had ſeen a Phantom; but upon a little Recollection, they burſt into Tears, rent their Gar- 
ments, and threw. up Duſt into. the Air, which deſcending on their Heads expreſs'd-'rhe 3 
Confuſion they were in, to find him ſo cover'd and disfigur d by his noiſome Boils, that 
they could ſcarcely be convinc d, he was the Man they loox för. . however, they =} 
had taken a more perfect and nearer. View of him, they fat down qa. the Earth, at ſome 3 
Diſtance from him; and ſeeing him in ſo diſconſolate a Condition, they never. offer d, for + © 
ſeven Days and Nights ſucceſſively, to utter one ſingle Word; nor did they make the A. 
tempt, till Time (which makes an Alteration in all Things) had caus'd ſome Abatement in 
their Friend's Sorrows, as well as their own. e e PE; 3, a 
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$4 went Satan ferth from the Preſence of the Lord, and ſmate Job with ſore Bln from the - © 
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THE Eaſtern People relate ſeveral Particulars of Fob, of which we have no Acgount in the 
1 Sacred Scriptures. et | 1 . „ 

® Ged permitted the Devil, ſay they, to iy Job with a dangerous Diſeaſe, upon Condition that 
he ſhould ſpare his Mouth, his Eyes, and Ears. Whereupon the Devil blow'd ſuch à peſtilential 
Heat upon him through the Noſe, that the whole Maſs of his Blood was immediately corrup 
with it, and his Body became one  continu'd Ulcer, the Stench whereof kept all thoſe at a 
Diſtance from him, who were inclinable to go gear him. were oblig'd therefore to put him out 
of the City, in a very remote Place. And, notwithſtanding all theſe Misfortunes, Fob ſtill continu'd 
patient. His Wife, Raſima by Name, and a Deſcendant of Lot, that is to A. either a Moabite, or 
an Ammonite, did not fail to carry him every Thing that was neceſſary. e Devil, for his Part, 
ſtole every Thing away from her, that ſhe had provided for him, and having at laſt reduc'd her to ſuch 
a Condition, that ſhe had nothing wherewithal to relieve her Huſband, he made his Application to her 
in the Form of a Woman that was bald, and told her, that if ſhe would but give her the two Treſſes 
of Hair, which hung upon her Neck, ſhe would ſupply her every Day with what was neceſſary for 
the Subſiſtence of her Huſband. | Naſima accordingly accepted of this Offer very chearfully, and gave 
her, without the leaſt Heſitation, her two Treſſes. — Hereupon the Devi/ went immediately to 2 
and told him that his Wife had been ſurpriz d in the Act of Lewdneſs, and that her Hair had been cut off 
ob perceiv'd very ſoon that her Hair was wanting; and ſuſpecting very much that the had ſuffer d 
rſelf to be deluded by ſome Debauchee unknown, he ſwore, if he recover his Health, that he 
would chaſtize her very ſeverely for ſo groſs a Violation of her Honour, The Devil, being extreamly 
elighted to find he had got the better of Job's Patience, inſtantly aſſum'd the Form of an 
Angel of Light, and declar'd to the People of the Country, as one ſent by God for that Purpoſe, that 
Job had forfeited the Divine Favour, and that they ought not to give Credit any longer to his Words, 
nor permit him to abide amongſt them, leſt the Wrath of God ſhould be extended to their whole Nation. | 
pay oh upon Information of what had paſs'd, had Recourſe to Cod, and ſaid to him with Confidence, 

« Lord, I am every Way oppreſs'd with Grief; but thou art the moſt Merciful- of all thoſe w- 
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« ſhew Mercy”. — As ſoon as this Prayer was finiſh'd, Ged in a Moment put an End to all tha 7 
Sufferings of his moſt faithful Servant. J4 66 „%% a. 8 
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. e bis Wife unto bim. "Day tos il rin u Ini? Qurſe God ond de. 1 


1755 1 ME of. the Feivif Dodtors j that Dinabs the Daughter of Leah, e 

| of Jeb; but this ſeems to be a mere Fiction. The Moroſeneſs and Impiety of the Wo- 
man, as well as. the lace of her 1 5 6 no Ways fuit wi acod's Daughter and therefore 
the more probable inion is, that his Wife was an Arabian, by Hirth; and that tho“ the Words 


which we = der Curſe God and dic, ma) ey to oo a quite contraty Sf ten iflcation, yet they are not 
_ » here to be taken in 2 e Baue, be they drew from her meek and ties? Beth 


fo ſevere a Repreh eft as one of the 1% Wien paadeb. What't —— 
Gvod at i f Ga, Gy gs | 
this J's Wife is imitated by the Eexptians, Hee and deer e ee 

us d, under any great Calamities, to rail bitterly at their Gedi, to pull down their 


nun. 38 
who 
| Images and drag them about the treets, by way of Revenge, for not 5 their Misfortunes. 


Ver. X. 


But be ſaid unto ber, Thou ſreakeſ as one of the fooliſþ omen ſpeaketh. What ! Shall 
we receive Good at the Hand of God, and J we not receive Evil ? In all this did not 
Job Jin with bis Lids: | ' 


b unexpected Attack from his We, ye may ſuppoſe to tome from the Inftigation of the 
| empter, who had perha oor d  fome agreeable nd and perſuaded her, that the beſt Wa 
to put . 2 Nel to her Sorry be, dy any Means, to perſuade het Huſband —_ + Gol 
That there wanted nothing more * gy 9 4 bim of Life: That the immediate Conſeq of ft 
Ad of Impiety would be the Death of Fob : He might HIkewiſe add, chat . e ſetrex $i 
at had brought fo many, and fo great nities upon him: That the Almighty had ſhower'd down 
iis Vengeance U n him, in order to force him to diſcover his Hypocriſy: And that, when he had 6 
| : ©, 004 rn — rive him entirely of Life, or reſtore him to his former State of Health. Theſe 
aleo might work y with Job's Wife, whom fome Commentators repreſent as a virtuous 
8 Af it may be rea reaſonably ſuppos d that the was fo ; nor can her Behaviour, upon the above 
ppolitions, argue the contrary. "The more amiable her Character, the greater AMiQtion muſt it be 
5, th Eid er in the Belief of his H ypotttly and Difimulation-; to hear her perſuading him to what 
as A bhotr'd, we y, to diſhonour BY he his own Integrity : And the Anſwer he made, tho it 
nh Full of the moſt exalted Piety, ſulficiently ſhew'd the Diſdain and Uneaſineſs ſuch an Inſtigation 
gave him. T6 meet with Reproach from thoſe from whom we hope for Comfort muſt certainly be 
more piercing, even the moſt acute bodily Pain. The Pſaimiff has moſt beautifully expreſs'd the 
VUneaſineſs and Dil iſquietude of his Mind, when he once kbout'd under the ungrateful — of 
Onẽ, whom we wy reaſonably ſuppoſe as near and dear to him, as this Woman was to Jeb. For it 
1s net, wi. en Enemy Har hath done me this Diſponom-; for then I conld have borne it: Neither 
was. it - NN e that did magnify himſelf againſt me ; for then derativentube + ww hes hid myſelf 
from lim Bur it w 2 A 8 my Companion, my Guide, and mine own familier Fr 


5 Ver. XI. 
Ne when Job's three Friends beard of all this Evil that was come upon bin, they came every 
one from bis own Place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the 


Naamathite; for they bad made an Appointment together to come to mourn with him, and 
to comfort him. ; 


ERY one came from A own 3 that is to ſay, not only from his uſual Place of Reſidence, 
but from the City, or Country, where they reſpectively govern'd or preſided: For it was the Opi- 
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- Aud when they lift up their Eyes afar aft and knew him wot, 
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on of moſt of the Fawih Doctors, and the Septuagint agree with them, that they were each of them 
Kings, or Chief Rulers, and had the Government of thoſe Regions, wherein they liv'd. , it is 
true, rejects this Notion as a mere Fiction, and as having no Foundation in Sacred Writ: But be 2 
it may, it is evident from Scripture, that they were Men, not we of illuſtrious B! dut diftinguiſh' 
by their ſuperior Wiſdom. Blipbas is the lt is doubtful whether he be call'd the Town 
from the Fa amily of which-he was 1K Deſcendant, or from the Country where he reſided, or over whic 
he was the Governor, or Head. If | 11. 
that E/au begat Eliphax; and Eliphaz begat Teman. Now this Teman, the ſcendant of Eſau, is 
ſuppos d to be the Father, or Anceſtor of this Eliphax the Temanite, mention'd in the Text.” If he 
deriv'd his Title from his Country, then he came from Teman, which ſignifies the South, or Southern 
Region ; and Teman v got only na in /dumea, Southwards of Arabia Deſert,” and near the Red 
Sea; but the Schools for | and Wiſdom were alſo erected there. _T Hebrews are for the 
former Derivation, and- the dee Paraphrgf/t for the latter. Job's ſecond Friend was Bildad the 
Shuhite. — As to his Pedigree, all the Account we can find of it is, thas he vas a Deſcendant from 


Abraham, by his ſecond Wife Keturab, of whom it was ſaid Gen. Chap. WV. Ver. 1. thatthe bare him 


Zimram and Fockſham, with others, and Shuah ; from whom came the Famil et the Shubrtes ; tis 
very natural to ſup oſe, that Bildad the Shubite was a Deſcendant from them. If he deriv'd his Name 
from his Place; Shuah was ſituate near the Red Sea, below Maden. — As to Zophar the Naamathite, 
there is leſs Certainty concerning him than either of the other two. Some will have him to be Zepbe, 


the Son of Eliphaz, who was the Son of Eſau, mention'd in Geneſis, Chap. xxxvi. Ver- 11. And as. 


for his additional Name of Naamathite, the beſt Conj e is, that it was taken from Naamab, in the 
Diviſion of the Promis'd Land to the Children of 1/rael, ſituate in a fertile Part of Arabia Felix. 5 
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| qvept, and they rent yy his Mantle; and ſprinkled Duſt upon their Heads towards 
Heaven: — So they ſat with him upon the Ground ſeven Days, a {even Nights; and 
none ſpake a Word unto bim; for they ſaw that his Grief was very great. Fu 


THE firſt Expreſſion of their Grief was ve 7 for they lifted. up their Voice and West. 
1 The others were all ceremonial, and pecufiar to the Cuſtom of the Co 25 wherein they reſided. 
Eirſt, they all rent their Mantles, and afterwards ſprinkled Duſt upon their Heads towards feaven. 
Then, they not only ſat down with him on the Ground ſeven Days and ſeven Nights; but obſerv'd a 
profound Silence all that Time; and their Motive thereto was, becauſe t 
very great. Now, is it not almoſt incredible, that Fob bimſelf, who'was ſo weakned, in all Pro- 
2 8 Exceſs of Sorrows, ſhould e to ſit for ſeven. and ſeven Nights ſueceſſivel⸗ 
thus ſpeechleſs, and like a State without Motion; or that his Friends, who were in perfect Health, 
ſhould be ſo complaiſant as to ae the Fatigue of ſuch a melancholy, tedious Viſit, without inter- 
poſing one Word of Comfort or Conſolation ? In Anſwer to this Obſection, which we allow to .! 


natural, we imagine, that there js no Neceflity for taking the Text in the ftri& Senſe of the Let- 


v a 
ter, or for ſuppoſing, that either Fob or his Friends continu d ſpeechleſs in this ſedentary Poſture for 


done. Thus the Diſciples of our Bleſſed Saviour, it is ſaid ( 


fuch a Length of Time without any Intermiffion. For we have ſeveral Inſtances to produce from the 
Sacred Scriptures, where the Inſpired Penmen expreſs a Thi 


; | St. Luke's Goſpel, Chap. xxiy. Ver. 53.) 
were continually in the Temple, praiſing and blefling Gd; that is to lay, they frequented the Temple 
as often as poſſibly they could, Thus again we find, in the ſecond. Chapter of the ſame Gepe Ver. 377 


that Auna the Fropheteſs departed not from the Temple, but ſerved God Night and Bay: Not 


ſhe was there without Intermiſſion, but that ſhe ſpent the greateſt Part of her Time there We ſhall 
only add one Inſtance more, as it comes neareſt to the Expreſſion in our Text: St. Paul himſelf de- 


clares to the Church of Epheſus (ag-we find it recorded in the ſecond Chapter of the Act, and Ver, 38) | 
that for the Space of three Years ſucceſſively, he ceaſed not to warn everyone. Night and Day wi 


Without Intermiſſioa.; 


his Tear. Not that it can be ſuppos'd ber preach d by three Years, 
= 1 2 


— 


from the former, it is ſaid in Genefts, « XXXVi. Ver. 10, 11. 


EEE” 


they lifted ap thtir Voice and 


hey ſaw that bis Grief ws 


to be always done, that js only frequently 
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we 77 jon os ines — R 5 in Rp is no more yu that he embrac'd every 
3 and” out of Reals; both by Night and Day, of preaching the Go * for 
the en 4, SN Ogre Se under bis Care. And . in the 214 wh CONC of © 

the Pa 


„i Friends, we muſt take"the'E reffion” only as an Hyperbole, and may de reconci' 
* . FI nr e N done to red Af „ 
2 * bx l 91. 
* d Jang has cas th Subſtance of this Chapter into ths vin eee, 5 
What, now. but De „ a Poverty © paw „ = 1 Wept in the 7 ul phe bis Breaft. | 1 
The Sword wide du . reproachfus 5 oy His 26; the deep Aflichion vc 


Sls ich Þ Plagues, Felt a » Pan 2 and Groan for Groan n pe 
ck with Pains, they wanted Room for 2 72 1 tn Anguif of their Hearts their Mantle; _— CU 
1 Change fo fad <vhat mortal Hart could bear t 4 * And n long Dayr in ſolemn Silence en: ; 
e fs had 5 nonght to” far, 4 Debe "of Eres by abs We, | 
ART. to Wy oe epochs + r 8 Sona 


* 


. 
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het * Ms * "gel * Wi 1 * 5 'c H A $- 1 ; 1 1 
= he mer Parr this . Job, being at length = Ihre. bs the 9 
_ e Sorrows which be bad ſo long firupgled with in a profound Silence, pours oY he | 


bis Squl in direful Execrations on his Birth-day, and in Wi ſhes for the Day of bis 
: Hd, im the 3 of abe Chapter, ſeems (through the Weakneſ? and Infir- 
mature) or "and murmur" at bis Maker, ho perro 
"Joy "the. fe ee en. 5 2 
„ | N 1 ne 121 jut ir'd, als « 

9 2 er jul o7 laſt broke Silence, 7 
gureggYem.to his I. in in the following . on his ud de, and Wiſhes for his 
I» Deli ce from. a Life, dragg d on in py Periſh that Day, ſaid be, in 3 
1 Eyes firſt wiew'd/ the inauſpicious Light ! Curſt be the Night, wherein twas 4 ray +. 
_ child: was conceiv'd As to the Day, may it no more be ſolemniz'd with 

e ſingled out as the moſt ominous and unlucky May it be blotted from Gives! Be 
2e from is Month 'be darker than che cds of Da! May it be over | 
«with Sorrow |. and, in a Word, be ever loſt in the Abyſs of Time! As for the Nig 
« may Darkneſs to be felt ſhut every Star-beam- out ! May it be ever }6yleſs ! May © 6 4 
Sound be heard, but what proceeds from Grief! Ye Mourners, who attend at Funerals 
for Hire, beſtow your worſt of Curſes on this execrable Night! For oh ! it ſhut not up my 
„ Mether's Womb, nor cloꝶ d my Eyes in everlaſting Sleep. Why, why was I faſhion'd. as 
-<«« 'a' Man? Or, why did 1 ſurviye the Hour that gave me me Buch Why did che Midwiſe's 1 
Engen, or Nurſe's Breaſt, preſerve my Being? Had they in Mercy but deny'd their 
3 Aid; had they but kindly ſuffer d me 15 4928 I then' had been as happy as thoſe Poten- 
. po wo Princes are, who he interr'd in the moſt ſtately Tombs; thoſe ance rich, 
who now are levell'd with the pooreſt Men. Then had I been at 

eſt. Ae hap Infants led in the Birth, and long ſince buried in the ry . 

e oleſt ide Jult no more : The Weary there lie down. in foft Repoſe. 
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** 1 . 


in Peace” 
. « ould the © 


« « This is. my melancholy Caſe. | 
Grief grows boiſt'rous like the W 


« 42 W perplex'd iy” Wy n 


upon me.” 


heul 


8 
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Mw thi opened Job-bis 4 


FO B, bein en Fee | Sorrow, 18 3 rieb er 8 | 
been * ſilent, without udmini the leaſt Ray of Comfort to bim, 2 | 


elf no longer, but burſts out here into the paſſionate plaints aginſt the Day of "bis Bi 
in the moſt elegant Verſe ; which is a Demonſtration; that theo" We open d his Nea g with Abundance 


of Warmth and Paffion 2 be not only ſpoke: bol with great De Foretho 
and Wisdom. — For tho" de Paul, 4 his Fete 3 eee eee 
that they ſhould bleſs, and cu wh wot ; (Rom. Ver, 14 yet Cee cannot be thought alte * | 


unlawful; ſince feveral of the Inſpired Nnmes dr F the Sa 
and very ſolemn Occaſions. David himielf, who was'a Man — 8 abojnds,' in 
Pſalms, with the moſt direful 46 6% and tho” the 


l —_— more) 8 
his Day, in Chap. ii. Ver. 14, 15, 16. in er Ternm, it n of go "is ag hat 

our Patriarth in this Place, and for the very Wh. Reaſap- too, namely, becaufe br ban Into the 
Wirld to fee Labour and br? and bes were comſumeu with Shame. — There, are 3 
ſdme, indeed, who much queſtion Whether Grief" erte, or tiot 3 bat afcribe"it s 

the Art and Contrivance of the Inſpired Pn os cy this Book. : As "this QueſSion;' however, — 


cannot poſſibly be reſolv'd ; neither is it of any great Imporugnce. it it could, it the ſufficient to 1 4 
that Verſification is moſt ſuitable, as well as 17 natural, where = e and Paſſions of 


Mind are moſt 1 engag d. And we find that the EA and Sorrow are thus de- 


liver'd in a V aces in Sacred Writ. - As for /Ini8qce; — of Solemany, the d of 
Moſer and Miriam ; That of Be, and the whole Book olaf fu : And to mention go more, the 


Sorrows o Hezekiah, and all the Forty tay! of Prof and"Ws eremiah. And tis a juff Obſervation, 
that Paſſion has'a greater m_ in only? 88 BY Bed war be” -indulg'd the 


br rt have practis d it 
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Expreſſon, for being confi 395 Mae 
E S 7 pe OG 1; AT abies 1 101 fag 


1 . Ver. Kew” 2 yo ; . a r | 
Lat the Dey porh whine wah born, and the Night in 0k 3 il, There is  Man- 
a N You 
Rem. L-PHO! tos lb aboreut 


LF 
with a Flow of Eloquence, 
Reverſe, and wonder how our Patriarch N 


th -—} - A 
n 
2 


i; 


«41s © : 
jug and cf Imprecation of Job id expreſs 
ale hr are ſome, 22723 juſt the 


be efteem'd a Mirror of Pati; * 

dut rather, on the other Hand, imagine him 80 — an 9 Pattern of a reſtleſs” and turbulent = 

5 * So little 1 he we kay they, D e of a i oh MAT? void of com 
a 1 e 3 N * 1 5 OM | *;: *, ge 380.5 * 8 14 3 


® 
of * 


ME x . * 
* 2 TE, K FIT”? * 0 7 4 * 
og ds 
6 * . + +4 
is ' 
Wy 
+ AE” 


* = 
5 $ C32 \ 4 "mp! ; RA... Ps P - [ L F 
* « N 7 , 1 * 8 1 wo ö 15 * ; 
0 . * fy e 5 
8 « X * , Ay # , 4 * ? : 
4 2 3 ) * 1 4 . 
„ 7 * Pr * * | | | A; 
| 25 + , "aa + a N Ao i « 7 2 . FF 
: © 477 ; ; 0 ba : * 3 . > 4 
: i G 
x&; 8 * 
* 
* 


mon Prudence ; ſo far is he from being-nigderate- and modeſt, that be is boch unreaſonable 
natur d; ſo far is he, in a Word, from actiag with Hyaillity and ReGignation, that he rather perſonates = 
the Madman, L That which he had no Power to hurt; Uke the 
1 ere, who, when the boiſterous Surg of the Helleſpont broke down the Bri 
= > over it, in a Rage, order'd ſome Handreds'of Stwipes to be inflited as a Puni | 
_ Waves ; and ridiculoufly enough, cauſed fironftron Fetters to be provided for them, to teach them 


Their Duty, and bind them to their futur@pood Behaviour. Now, was not this impotent Madneſs? 
= Of what vail were all-his Stripes to-thoſe Wayes F Dal they regard chem ? And was act Fal's. Con: 
=. duct equally ridiculous and inexcuſable } Was it in his Power, by all his Execrations, to obſeure the 


Day ſo much as one ſingle Moment ? — There are ſome Fews, indeed, who carry this Point ſtill far- 
ther, and charge him with the Guilt of Blaſphemy ; and res him, as One, who put a peculiar 
Streſs in, and ance on Aſtrological: Qbſervaticns, as if Mens future Fate or Fortune was in- 
fluenc'd and directed by the good or ill Aſpect of the Planets at the Time of their Nativity; as if 
| Fob had obſerv'd ſome malignant Conjunction of the Stars upon his e 44 as if he had divided, like 
| tze ſuperſtitious Heathens, the Year into lucky and unlucky Hours; as if he had denied, in a Word, 
Et  " the Providence of the Almighty, | in the Govertiment and Direction of all human Affairs. — There 
5 are others again, who carry this Point as far on the other Hand, who not only excuſe, but applaud ob 
for Execratians an his Birth-day, and \make them Arguments of his Piety, and a Part of hi 
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1 * Patience: Who inſiſt, that they were juſt Exprefiions of his Sufferings as a Man, and repugnant op 
to a Stoic Hhathy, and nat in the leaft to a Decency and Mojeratian : er, that 12 
x ecrations were not only conformable to the of Senſe, but the Reſult, of an accurate * 

4 ment, and the moit,folid Reaſon; that, in ſhort, inſtead of denying the Providence of Gad, h 
. | mg in the warmeſt Manner far it againſt the Surmiſes of wicked Men. We ought there-- 
* : to this Caſe between theſe two Extremes. I we ſhould by no Means tax Job with A 
=_ i oc Prophaneneſs, yet we ought not tatally to excuſe, much leſs applaud him for his repeated HR 

1 Mumu and Complaints. We conceive, therefote, that tho' he diſcover d therein the Frailty and 
Weakneſs of human Nature ; tho an Exgels of Heat and Paſfion is very conſpicuous in his Invectives, ! 
det xe think he till deſerves the Character of a patient Man, if we duly conſider the Weight and Mul- 1 
doit of his Suſferings, the long Duration of them, and bis ſincere Repentance of thaſe few too 


=_ - © Xaſh.and impatient Expreflions that thro' agonizing Mus were extorted from him. Thus My/es, tho! juſt- 
1 * 


nc'd, the wat Ae gon the Fagy offs Eh, was at ons Time fo cxafperated as to fy 
ian in his Paifion ; and at another, ſo angry, as to ſpeak unadviſedly with his Lips, 


*Þ & >», git - 505 1 | , | * 
of Mankind, like Job's Friends, when they hear ſuch as are in Diſtreſs 
Ay mw — 
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againſt their adverſe Fortune, are very apt to think them to 
either ti preach up Patience, or elſe to reptove them for their loud 
= F ions end unmanly Dejection, us they arc pleas d to term it, under the Weight of their Af- 8 
3 Mictians: So'eaſy is it for any one in Proſperity to philoſophiae, and talk with all the @plmneG and 

= Serenity imaginable on the Lopick of Reſignatian to the Divine Will! But let ſuch a one ance feel 
the Smart of the Rod himſelf, and he will then be convinc'd, that Nature will prevail, and that all 

ſuch formal Admonitions are as vain, as they are out of Seaſon. — Our Country-man Shakeſpear, 

who was, doubtleſs, a perfect Maſter of the Paſſions, in his 7 regedy of Macbeth, has put into the 

Mouth of his unfortunate Here the, moſt pathetic Anſwer that can poſſibly be conceiv'd to all ſuch 

_ -inconfiderate and untimely Adviſers In the 44% Scene of the fourth Aft, he introduces a Nobleman 

of Scotland bringing the ſad Tidings to Macduff of tha Misfortunes of their Country in general, but 

more particularly of thoſe relating to'himſelf. hereupon, after the melancholy Recital, he is firſt 

" truck dumb with Horror, but afterwards lets drop (as it Fus very natural for him fo to do, when 
* recover d from his Aſtoniſhment) ſome * Marks of his Sorrow and Reſentment. 
One of his particular Friends, obſerving his on this melancholy Occaſion, reproves him firſt 

for his ſudden Dejection, and then adviſes him, not only to bear up under his Misfortunes like a Man, 

but bravely to xe the Indignities.that had been offer d him. As this Diſtreſs of his is painted in 

the ſtrongeſt and moſt lively Colours; and as his Anſwer to his Friend's Reprehenfion is fo very perti- 
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be highly entertaining to our Reader. q 
| Refi. =—ooantnwomn—m—s / have Words 'Macd. 1% Children too | ——— 
a be bowPd rout in the defart Air, Koſſe. Fer e e 

— Hearing ſhould nat catch them. _ Macd. * Wife 1 8; 
. | Macd. Wha? = Concern they N too ! | e 
14 255 Or is it « Fue-griofy, I Role. I've ſaid. ni ws ern 4m | 
; Due to 7 24 le Breaft ? : | I. Mal. Be comforted. © 10 
1 Roſſe. No Mind that's bone, ee | 
_ Pt in it bares ſome Wot, the the main Part _ | To cus this deadly. Grief, © 
bp þ rains to you alone. I Macd. He hat no ue. — Wt] 
il Macd. it be mine, 


1 | 4-4 A me 3 37 n W 
38 raw, 1p nad gt 
5 Find Jad 47 them webs. 5d ſ 
„ „ 9 
Macd. was / J gueſs at 24 | 


Roſle. Tour Caſtle is Wife and Baby 
Savagely flaugbter'd; 3 relate 42 | 
Were, on the Quarry of theſe murder'd Doe: | [ 
To add the Death of you. | 4 

Mal. Merciful Heaven ! © | 
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ma, Man! er pull . 

„ode Sorrow Word la Ron. that does not 

A Whiſpers the 0 er-franght 2 and bids i it Wt 

| i a”: Nh 

| i Ver. VIII. * 7 

2 Let them W it that curſe the Day, who are realy. to. raiſ up their Mourning. 

o x1 
7 4 H E RE Fob, in order that his Sorrow might appear gil more ſerious and boten invites TRE ©, 
y x Ken meme TI en, 
= N e Yrs , OR 0s apy <a 
s | 1 i * 4 WR 
5 1 With Kings and Counſellors of "ho Earth, which Jail Aol Blaces for Fall ug IM 
Z HE Meaning of this laſt Expreſſion is very dubious... en in Hrew lations,. or De s 
zd ſtructions, and is deriv'd from a 222 that * to dry up; becauſe d . Plain, g 

1 ſandy Mountains, are deſolate Places, and not fit for the Support either of dan or Beaſt. — 

all — that Job means Forefts and Parks, Places, which Kings and great Men frequently keep up in 
Ty good Order * their Exerciſe and Amuſement. Others think, that by deſolate Places is meant, Houſes 
he erected in ſolitary Groves: For Princes and great Men are aften very fond. of ſuch private Receſles, 
ch where they may paſs their Time at Eaſe, without being diſturb'd by a IR Train of formal Vik- 
an ters. — Others again take the Meaning to = that Kings and great Men erect ſtately Fabricks at an 
wut immenſe Expence upon ſuch Places as a" dec d and run to Ruin, in order to perpetuate and immor- 
rſt talize their Names: And laſtly, by te Places, we underſtand fuch ſapulchrai AMenu- 
Xen ments as Kings and great i 9 erect for the p Interment of themſelves and their 
nt. Families: And then the obvious Senſe of the Text will be this. If I had died, I ſhould then have laid 
rſt in the Grave, in as much Peace and Tranquility as thoſe Monarchs and rich Nobles of the Earth, ho 
an, build themſelves coſtly To whilſt they live, for their ſilent Repoſrtories after their Deceaſe. — And 
in this Expoſition is, in our Opinion, the moſt natural. This Affectation was carried to ſuch a Pitch of 


Extravagance amongſt the Romans, that they were forc'd to make -a Law to reſtrain 'it. — As for 
= Egyptians, they bebow d more Care 0 their * Monuments thas in Dy 
: — 


# 
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nent to our prefent Purpoſe, we doubt not but that the wee. beautiful an Tao fill 
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: fs EP Which Paſſage the late Med Toutbern has thus 3 e 


| e ee frequi 8 the Patriarch Hbrabam 

e rying- place before he bu 4 a Houſe, — The pious Foſeph. of Arimathea had a ehre, 
hew'd out of a Nock; and Abſalom, ' in hie Life” Time, N and rear d up a Pillar in the ons, 
Dale, 4 he had no 8on to ep up his Name in Remembrance. — It was cuſtomary-likewiſe-in former 
4 A Alt choſe coſtly Houſes, op; Graves) With immenſe Treaſures. — Joſephus tells us, that Fhyr - 
us 9 d David's Noack A took from thence 3000 Talents; but Whether of Silyer or Gold 
3 . * : if, he means the former, it amounts only to one Million, twenty-ſix 
= ni even Pounds, and ten Shillings of Englifb Money; but, if he means the 
hr, he Total is ee. 'M; ion, four . and ine with the Thouſand Pounds : —An immenſe 
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It, — yo 
cient©to -atiftoer all by 3 * accordingly, ſome mw tines being reduc? 
es, made an Attempt to rifle it, but inſtead 
7 the Treaſure he expected, found but the following ſevere Reprehenſion: Unleſs thou hadſ? 
bien exceſſroely covetous, thou S wwe” open d the Graves A the Dead to ſupply thy exorbitant 
Defires. — If then Fob alluded. tos this is Cuſtom, as Very probably he did, his Meaning amounts to 
2 uſt Reflection; that neither Po por Wiſdom, nor Riches, are the leaſt Defence againſt the 
— of Death. Death WI net ob8 the” Authority of Kings, nor doth the griſly Monarch regard 
their Frowns : The moſt ſubtle Counſellog are not able to evade his Power. There is no Eloquence, 
no Rhetorick can perſuade Death to be partial. All the Gold and Riches in the World cannot bribe 
am to with-hold b Hart. 7 (Gith Fob) Held have found Kings, Counſellors, and rich * all dr 
e in the ve} and we ſhout ell without Diſtinction * re ed together. _ 


oa Mort, gn 
Pad, fulſat Pauperum Tabernas, 


e eee a, ar SING Fee Tarres.. Hos, 


ova e IN. of the ſame Days Make of Providence, 
une n more, — The Beggar and the King. I They meet at laſt ; the reconciling Grave 

'S equal Steps tread forward to their Endz - | Swallows Dif me firſt, that made them Foes, 
5 they appear of drew No Natures — Iden both alike lie down in Peace together. 


It is obſervable, 'that "ob, t ughout this whole Execration, or ere only curſes his own Birth- 
day, and wiſhes that he had never 1 bart, but carries it no farther: There is not that Malignity, 


Nature viſible in it, r Achilles in Homer ; or That of Nerthumber- 


land EN * 


* &S 4 . Execration. of the former runs, thus: : ; 
Ob! would. to all 1h Kr N aheve, 443% Might only We the waſt Deftrufion ſhun, © 
Apallo, . and Almi — MF And only We 4 defiroy th" aceurſed Town ! ? 

t or one Trojan mi 8 * Porz's Hind, Book xvi. 


| Had not a Greek of al, the Race ee 


The Franſlator obſerves upon this five, that Achilles fram his over-lowing Gall vents this "I 
ey The Trojans he hates as 'd Enemies, and he deteſts the Grecians as People, who had 
with Calmneſs 'overlook'd his Wrongs. Some of the antient Criticks, not entring into the Manners 
of Achilles, would have expung'd this Imprecation, as uttering an univerſal Malevolence to Mankind. 
This Violence, however, perfectly well with his implacable Character. — Monſ. de la Motte has 
a lively Remark upon the Abſurdity of this Wiſh. Upon the Suppoſition that Jupiter had granted it, 
if all the Trejant and Greeks were deſtroy d, and only Achilles and Patroclus left to conquer Trey, he 


, what 1 would be — 8 9 and the Triumph without any Spectators ? 
But 


"With Ov: nvattons Ws... 


But the Anſwer is very obvious. Homer intends to paint a Man in Faſſon: The Wiſhes and Schemes 
of ſuch an one are ſeldom conformable to Reaſon ; and the Manners are-preſerv'd the better, the les - 
they are repreſented to be ſo: This Obſervation of the French Critick brings into the Mind of 
the Tranſlator that Curſe in Shakeſpear, where that admirable Maſter of Nature makes Norths 

land, in the Rage of his Paſſion, wiſh for an univerſal Deſtruction: er e 


* 


. . But let one Shirit of the frft-bora Cain. 
Keep the wild Flood confin'd ! Let Order die, N Reign in all Boſoms, that each Heart being ſet % 
And let the World no er be a Stage On bloody Courſes, the rude Scene A 
To feed Contention in a lingring Ad : And Darkneſs be the Burier of. the Dead! 


We ſhall mention but one Execration more that comes nearer to our Mark, as tis grounded on the Af- 

flictions of a tender, indulgent Mother, for the Loſs of her Huſband, and the ſudden Downfal of her un- 
happy Son. As it is undoubtedly an Aggravation to any one's Misfortunes to fink in a Moment, as 
it were, from the higheſt Flow of Proſperity to the loweſt Adverſity ; ſo her Lamentation and Exe- _ 
cration of her Natal Day is judiciouſly introduc'd by Homer, in his 22d /lad, in order to excite his 
Reader's Pity. Since therefore there is no ſmall Affinity between her Diſtreſs and that of our illu- 

ftrious Patriarch; ſince Both are the juſt Cogn of the moſt tender Compaſſion ; and ſince the Paſ- 
fions are therein moſt beautifully touch'd, We imagine, that the Quotation will not only be perti- 
nent, but entertaining. | et | | i 


ANDROMACHE'S Lamentatian for the Loſs of her Huſband Hector, and her Fears for her young 


: 44 1 170 £ n 


| Orphan Afyanax. 
O wretched Huſband of a wretched Wife ! | To leave him wretched the ſucceeding Day. 
Born with one Fate to one unhappy Life ! . | Frugal Compaſſion !  Heedleſi, they who boaſt 
Why was my Birth to great Aetion ow'd,. Both Parents flill, nor feel what he bas of, _ _ 
And why was all that tender Care beflow'd ! Shall cry — Be gone, thy Father fight not here; 
Would I had never been ! — O Thou, the Ghoſt De Wretch obeys, retiring with a Tear. | 
Of my dead Huſband miſerably bot ! Thus wretched, thus retiring all in Tear, | © 
Thou to the diſmal Realms forever gone! To my. ſad Soul Aſtyanax appears ! oh > 
Hnd T abandon a, deſolate, alone / | Forced by repeated Inſults to return, 1 5 74 oY 
An only Child, once Comfort of my Pains, And to his widow'd Mother wainly mourn.  __ 
Sad Product now of hapleſs Love remains ! He, who with tender Delicacy bred, . 
No more to ſmile upon his Sire! No Friend 1 With Princes * and on Daintit f, 
To help him now Ne Father to dgnd “!?! And when fill Evening gave him up to. Reft, © 
For ſhould he "ſcape the Sword, the common Doom, Sunk ' ſoft in Dean upon the Nurſe's ak, r 
ion ca/ls. 


What Wrongs attend him, and what Griefs to come ? —__ Ah ! what muſt he not ? — Whom 


Ev'n from his own paternal Roof expelÞ'd, anax, from her well guarded Walls, 


Some Stranger plows bis patrimonial Field. L now that Name no more, unhappy Boy! © | 
The Day, that to the Shades the Father ſends, I Since now no more the Father guards his Troy. 

Robs the ſad Orphan. of bis Father's Friends. I Bur Theu, my Hector, % ere in fir, + 
He, wretched Outcaft of Mankind ! appears Far from thy Parents, and thy Conſort's Care, * 
Forever ſad, forever bath'd in Tears; 2 Whoſe Hand in vain,” rache re 
Amongſt the happy, unregarded be, i The martial Scan, and Robe of Trinmpb anove.” 
Hangs on the Robe, or trembles at the Knee, Now to devouring Flames be t 175 „ 

While thoſe his Father's former Bounty fed, Uſeleſs to. thee, from this accurſed Day! ' 
Nor reach the Goblet, nor divide the Bread: Yet let the Sacrifice at leaftl be paid, MEMO 1% 2s 


The kindeſt but his preſent Wants allay, 1 4s Honour to the Living, uot the Dead! 


Ver. XX. XXI. XXII. 


Wherefore is Light given to him that is in Miſery, and Life unto the bitter in Soul ? Which 
long for Death, but it cometh not, and dig for it more than for hid Treaſures ? Which re- 
joyce exceedingly, and are glad when they can find the Grave. | 


*T IS cuſtomary with our Modern Poets, as well as with the Antients, to make their Heroes (when 
1 oyerwhelm'd with Misfortunes like our ob) 15 only curſe their impropitious Stars, but 1 
a a Wi 


* 
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- The HISTORY VF JOB, 
wiſh for the Day of their Difſolution, in order to put an End at once to all their Sorrows. — There 


no Author, however, as I know: of, that has ſucceeded ſo well, nor expreſs' d this ardent Deſire, this 


Longing after Death, with that Art and Elegance as our inimitable $hakeſpear, in the third Scene of the 
fof Aci of his Hamlet ; where he repreſents that young Prince almoſt diſtracted with the Abhorrence 
of his Mother's inceſtuous Marriage with his Uncle, and ſo apprebenfive of the enſuing Troubles in 
which his Family would be 8 involv'd through that deteſted Match, that Life itlelf becomes a 
perfect Burden to him, and Death alone can give him Patience. Se eat e 
Oh! that this tes too ſalid Fleſb would melt, Seem to me all the Uſes of. this World? | 
Thaw, and reſolve #felf into a Dew! Ie eb. fie !— "tis an unweeded Garden 1 225 
Or that the Gb rs, had not fix'd _ 7 at grows to Seed; Things rank, and groſs in Nature 
How weary, ffale, flat, and unprofitable,  _ esp 7 975 


Not much unlike the above - cited Paſſage is that other celebrated Soliloguy, in the ſecond Scene of the 
third Ad of the ſame Flay, Which by the Generality of Readers has been accounted a very powerful 
Perſuaſive from the unnatural Sin of Self-Murder ; and ſo, indeed, it might juſtly be thought, ha | 
omitted the concluding Lines, which, in oy Gre amy Opinion, ſeem to take off, in a great Mea- 
ſuxre at leaſt, the Eder and Energy of what he before adyanc'd. The Paſſage, however, is too beauti- 
ful to be here omitted. | | TG | „ 
. Hamlet Solus. 


To be, or not to be : That's the Queſtion:.— | For who would bear the Whips and Scorns of Time, 
Whether tis nobler in the Mind, to ſuffer . | Th Opprefors Wrong, the proud Man's Contumely, vie 
The Stings and Arrows of outragious Fortune; [De Pang of abi d Love, the Law's Delay, © 
Or to take Arms againſt a Sta of Troubles, _ The . of Office, and the Spurns 25 

And by oppoſing end them. — To die — To fleep — That patient Merit of th” unworthy takes, 

No more ; and by a Sleep to ſay we end _ | es he himſelf might his Quietus make 

The Heart-ach, ani the thouſand natural Shocks With a bare Bedtin? Who would Fariles bear, 
That Fleſs is Heir toz — "tit 4 Conſummation | To groan and ſweat under a weary Life, 
Dewvoutly to be wi d. To die — Tofleep — 1 But that the Dread of ſomething after Death, 

To fleep — perchance to dream ; ay, there's the Rub — | (That undiſcover'd Country, from whoſe Bourne 
For in that Sleep of Death what Dreams may come, | No Traveller returns] puzzles the Will, 
When ve have ſhuffled off this mortal Coil, And makes us rather bear thoſe Illi we have, 

Muſt give us Pauſe. There's the Reſpe# Than fly to others that we know not of, &c. 

That makes Calamity of /o long Life; | 1 5 


We ſhall cloſe theſe Remarks with a Poetical Epitome of the whole Chapter, by Dr. Young. 


| That Seat of Peace, that Manſion of Repoſe, 
| Yhere Reft, and Mortals are no longer Foes ; 


* 


— 


* 


Then Job, contain d no more, but curs'd bis Fate — 
His Day of Birth, its icious Light, 

He wiſhes ſunk in Shades of endleſs Night, | Where Counſellors are huſp'd, and mighty Kings, 
And blotted from the Year; nor fears to crave O happy Turn! no more are wretched Things. 
Death, inflant Death, impatient for the Grave; 1. e 4 
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Eliphaz, One of the three Friends that came to viſit and condole with Job, upon 'b 
| bis impatient Execrations, inſtead of adminiftring any Conſolation, reproves bim very jeverely | 
for acting inconſiſtent with bis Character, and venting bis Sorrows in ſuch indecent ang un- 
warrantable Terms. He repreſents to him, in the firſt Place, that lit the Wicked, and not 
| the Righteous, that God Almighty correfts with bis afflitiing Rod: After that, be gives an 
awful Defcription of an uncommon Vifien that had terrified him in the Night; Wherem 
God had diſcover d to him, in ſome Meaſure, what his Fuſtice war; and that Man "was = 
than Nothing in Compariſon of his Mater. By which Diſcourſe, Eliphaz intimated to] b, 
that his complicated Waes were the ju Reſult of bis ſecret Sins; and ibut, notwithſtanding ; 
Bis outward Shew of San#fity, in a State of Affuence and Eaſe, it was evident, from 1 4 
preſent Deportment in the Day of his Adverfity, that he bad play'd the Hypocrite ; and that 
his former Uprightneſs was formal and infincere. | e 


ELiphaz the Temanite, having liſtned with no ſmall Concern to Job's impatient, and, as 
ge thought, almoſt blaſphemous Execrations, could refrain from | ſpeaking no longer, 

and ſaid: We came, Friend Job, to alleviate your Sorrows, if poſſible, by condoling with 
you in the ſofteſt Terms; but you have, contrary to our Expectations, ſhew'd your Im- 
patience and Inquietude to ſuch a ſhameful Degree, and caſt ſuch audacious Reflections on 
the Almighty (of whom you have always ſpoken till now with the moſt profound and reve- 
rential Awe) that inſtead of pouring Balm into your Wounds, my Language perhaps may, 
like the Probe, only aggravate your Pains for the preſent. But who can refrain from vin- 
dicating the Divine Juſtice, and uſing his beſt Endeavours, to ſet an Erring Friend in the 
— 0 Way ? We readily acknowledge, that your wiſe Inſtructions have given great Re- 
icf to the Afflicted, and made the Feeble ſtrong; that ſuch as have mourn'd, and been 
overwhelm'd with Sorrows, have found your friendly Advice; like an _ Balſam, mitigate 
their Pains; that your pious Exhortations have confirm'd many in their Conſtaney and Re 
ſignation to the Divine Will; but now, fince tis your Turn to undergo the Sufferer's 
Part, it viſibly appears, by your unjuſtifiable Murmurs and Complaints, that tis much 
more eaſy to give good Councel, than to receive it; to recommend the afflicting Rod, than 
to bear it; you have now almoſt convinc'd us, that your Views were all mean and merce- 
nary ; and that you ferv'd God in Hopes only of ſome Recompence or Reward. Give 
but yourſelf the leaſt Time for Reflexion, and you will find, that the Innocent and Virtuous 
were never plung'd in ſuch an Abyſs of Woes, (like yours) as were beyond all Hope of 
Cure: They never bear the Marks of the Divine Vengeance to fo ſevere a Degree. They 
are oftentimes chaſtiz'd, indeed, and kindly corrected by the Hand of Providence, but 
never totally deſtroy'd : A truly upright Perſon was neyer known to be undone, beyond 
Recovery, as you ſeem to be. He that delights to ſow Iniquity, ſhall inevitably ſee a 
rueful Harveſt of Deſtruction. The Breath of the Supreme Being ſhall blaſt him, like a pe- 
ſtilential Air, and leave him in his drooping Deſpondency to be conſum'd. Juſt ſo, the 
Lion, that, inur'd to Blood and Rapin, ſhall roar, when once ſecur'd within the Hunter's 
Toils; or otherwiſe, ſhall be devour'd by Famine, when grown impotent and old; fo ſhall 
qt D 2 Y i 
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20 ne HISTORY of JOB, | 
his rayenous Whelps range o'er the Mountains, and die for Want of Food within the barren 


Tho' I would not boaſt of having any Celeſtial Intelligence, yet to convince you ſtill 
further of your Error, liſten with Patience to what I was ſecretly inform'd by an Heav'nly 
One Night, as I was muſing in my Bed, I ſaw a Viſion, which ſtruck me with a Reve- 
rential Horror; My Hair ſtiffen'd, as it were, at the unuſual Apparition, and my Joints 
trembled with a Fear which was irreſiſtible: And notwithſtanding I ſaw plainly a corporeal 
Glory ſtand before me, yet I can't deſcribe, tis true, the Form or Shape diſtinctly which it 
aſſum d, thro* the Confuſion, and the Flutter which my Spirits then were in. There was a 
profound Silence, however, and I heard a Voice utter, with all the Deliberation imaginable, 
1 of What follows. Shall any finite Creature, ſaid he, dare to be more righteous 
than the Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth? Shall any mortal Man preſume to vie with 
his Maker in regard to his Purity and Perfection? Since the Almighty cannot put any full 
Confidence in the pureſt of his Seraphims ; and ſince the Arch- angels themſelves bow dawn 
and bluſh before him, when he charges them with Folly ; ſhall a meer Man contend with 
his Maker, and be ſo audacious as to juſtify his Innocence and Conduct before him? Shall 
a meer Man, I ſay, act with ſuch a conſummate Aſſurance, whoſe Habitation is nothing 
more than a Houſe of Clay, and whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt, and liable to be de- 
ſtroy d by the meaneſt Inſe&t : Thouſands of them - periſh every Day, and their Fall excites 
no Manner of Wonder or Regard. In vain they fly for Succour to their immenſe Riches, 
and their extenſive Power; for as they liv'd, ſo they die in their Folly. 555 
Correct therefore, Friend Job, 7 raſn Diſcourſe, and never more preſume to reflect 
on, or arraign the Juſtice of thy n | 


q n | : 


Miſcellaneous Notes on Cuar. IV. 


NOtwichſtanding in the ve of this Hiſtory, we gave our Readers ſome general Hints, indeed, 
in regard to the Subject · Matter of the Grand Debate between Fob and his three Friends; yet we 
think it neceſſary (as the Conference opens in this Chapter) to give them a more adequate Idea of fo 
important an Article in this Place, by laying before them an 1 or an Analyſis, as it were, of the 
whole Queſtion in Diſpute, (upon which Hinge this Sacred Hiſtory principally turns, and which is 
warmly carried on thro? ſeveral of the ſubſequent Chapters) before we enter upon our Remarks on the 
Text itſelf, purſuant to our Plan. | 158 
Job's three Friends, then, ee, e ſilent during his long Soliloquy, and repeated Execrations re- 
corded at large in the preceding C r, were much divided between Compaſſion and Reſentment. 
' They were fincerely ſorry, tis true, for his Misfortunes ; but were angry, and thro' their Zeal for the 

Glory of God, thought they had juſt Grounds to be ſo; ſince they found him ſo reſtleſs and impatient 
under his Afflictions. Being unable therefore to contain themſelves any longer, they enter into a very 
long and warm Diſpute, in which they themſelves are Opponents, and Jos Reſpondent : At laſt they 
come to a Determination, which is firſt entred upon by Elihu, a younger, but wiſer Man, than either 
of the other Three, and at length concluded in 2 avour by God Almighty himſelf, who acted in 
this Grand Controverſy as their abſolute Judge, and impartial Moderator. 

I be Subject- Matter of their Debate was this important Problem; namely, how the Juſtice and Good- 
neſs of the Almighty could be reconcil'd, whilſt the Wicked were, to all outward Appearance, his 
Favourites, and enjoy'd all the good Things this Life can afford, without the leaſt Interruptien or Con- 
troul; and at the fame Time, the Righteous were too often overwhelm'd with Sorrows, and in the 
Eye of the World the Objects of his Diſpleaſure. — In this Controverſy there are four Principles very 
warmly debated ; in three of which, indeed, they are all unanimouſly agreed; but in the 7 the 
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Friends are unanimouſly Job's Antagoniſts; and Fob is equally reſolute, and determin'd to live and die in 
N * ina ny ny 
= three Articles, or Poſitions, in which they all agree are theſe: . Firſt, that whatever Aﬀ- 
flictions befal Mankind, they are within the Inſpection and Knowledge of the Almighty. —— Secondly, 
that God Almighty is the Author, efficient Cauſe, and Director of thoſe Afflictions. And Thirdly, 
that in regard to his Sovereignty over all his Creatures, he neither does, nor 18 capable of wr” 3 
Act of Injuſtice by them, whatever their Calamities may be, or however long they may laſt. —— [In Pur- 
ſuance of theſe three Principles, Each of them expatiates v worn + and talks in a very Rhetorical 
and elegant Manner on the Power, Wiſdom, Juſtice, and of God; in which, however, 
holy Job by far excels them all, OE 5 
The fourth Principle, in which the Three: unanimouſly agree, and Job ſo vehemently oppoſes, is 
grounded on the two following Suppoſitions. irſt, that whoever is fincerely_ upright, and does all 
the Good that lies in his Power, that Man fhall immediately meet with a "Reward proportion d to the 
Meaſure of his Actions: And on the other Hand, whoever is a Hypocrite, and is guilty of wicked Actions, 
ſhall receive an immediate Puniſhment due to his Demerits. —— Secondly, that in Caſe a wicked-Man 
ſhould at any Time be in flouriſhing Circumſtances, his Enjoyments are, at beſt, but very tranſitory, 
and ſoon turn, even in this Life, to viſible Judgments. And, on the other Hand, tho” a.righteous Perſon 
ſhould be accidentally overwhelm'd with Misfortunes, yet the Scene would ſoon be chang” I and his Sor- 
rows, even in this Life, be converted into viſible Bleflings. — "Tis. on theſe. two N that all 
their Batteries againſt Job's Innocence are entirely rais d. The Force therefore, of their Arguments 
runs thus: Whoever is overwhelm'd with Miſeries, either in Mind, Body, or Eſtate, and continues for 
a long Time under the Weight and Preſſure of them, ought to be deem d à Wicked Perſon, tho na 
other e or Teſtimony, be produc'd, or alledg'd againſt him, — The peculiar Opinion of Eli- 


phaz, Job's firſt Opponent, is this; that all the Misfortunes which befal a Man iu this Life-are the pure 


Reſult of his own Tranſgreffions ; and for that Reaſon, as God is infinitely. juſt, he that plows Iniquity, 
and ſows Wickedneſs, ſhall reap the ſame. As to Bildad's Opinion, Job's ſecond Antagoniſt, who is 
not altogether ſo rigid as the former, he grants indeed, that a Variety of Woes may attend even the 
Righteous ; but then he may ct, without any Preſumption, a Pappy Iſſue out of all his Afflictions: 
If, however, the Perſon ſo in Diſtreſs ſhould not, after a conſiderable Interval, be reſtor'd to his for- 
mer State of Peace and Tranquility; then ſuch unfortunate Perſon may juſtly be ſuſpected, nay far- 
ther, peremptorily pronounc'd an abandon'd Sinner. Zophar, Jab's third Opponent, differs in this 
grand Controverſy from the Sentiments of Both : For he affirms, that the true Reaſon for all the Miſe- 
ries which the Sons of Men labour under, is to be reſolv'd into the abſolute Will and Pleaſure of the 
Almighty ; that we are not to pry too curiouſly into his Divine Attributes, fince all his ſecret Coun- 
ſels are unſearchable, and all his Ways finding out. — Thus upon this fourth Principle, tho” in 
ſome Meaſure diverſified, they all Sentence of Condemnation on. their long afflicted Friend, 
numbering him amongſt the Wicked, and uncharitably aſſigning him the Reward. of an Hypocrite, or 
ſecret Sinner. As this is the Sum and Subſtance of the whole Charge againſt holy Job, we come, 
in the next Place, to enquire into his Sentiments on a Concern of ſo great Importance, and to ſhew you 
how manfully he acquits himſelf, and vindicates his Innocence even in the Opinion of the Almighty. 
Fob then, tho” he readily aſſents (as before obſerv'd) to the three firſt Principles, in direct Terms 
oppoſes the Laſt, the Ground-work of this important Conteſt, which he refutes throughout as abſo- 
lutely unſound, as an uncomfortable Poſition, and directly repugnant, in ſhort, to the daily Experiences. 
of God's moſt faithful Servants. He affirms therefore, with the utmoſt Intrepidity, that the Provi- 
dence of God diſpenſes, not only the good Top of this Life, but bodily Afflictions, ſo promiſcuoully | 
on the Righteous and the Ungodly, that no juſt Judgment can poſſibly > form'd of any one's Spirt- 
tual State and Condition, either from his affluent Fortune, or his Sufferings in this tranſitory Life. 
In full Dependance on this Sacred Truth, our Patriarch boldly withſtands the fierceſt Attacks of all his 
Antagoniſts, and determines to maintain it to the laſt Moment of his Life, let his cruel Friends 
aſperſe him ever ſo much, and let the All-wiſe God either continue to chaſtize bim, or reſtore him to 
his former State of Peace and Proſperity, as he in his great Goodneſs ſhould ſee moſt meet. — That he 
was a Sinner he readily grants; but that he was an Hypocrite he abſolutely denies: He allows, that 
God was juſt in all his Dealings with him, but peremptorily denies, that he was a wicked * 
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cauſe be was diſtreſs d: That tho' he was not righteous enough to juſtify himſelf before God, yet he 
was capable of vindicating his Cauſe before any human, impartial Judge. To conclude, It muſt be 
acknowledg'd, that thro the Anguiſh of his Soul, his agonizing Pains, and the Provocations of his cen- 
ſorious Friends, he ſuffer'd ſome unguarded Expreffions to drop from him, for which Elihy very ſeyerely 
reprov'd bim; of which he as fincerely repented, and upon which God Almighty, we find, at laft as 
freely ſeal'd his Pardon; and, as a juſt d of his Uprightneſs and Integrity, conferr'd upon him a 
| „„ moet ace, an . : - i es 

Having thus given you a ſhort, yet a ſatisfactory View of the whole Point in Controverſy, I 
{hall proceed to my Animadverſions on the Tex according to the Method I have hitherto purſu'd, fy 


ver. XII. XIII. XV. XV. XVI. 
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Now: a Thing was ſecretly bt to me, and mine Ear received a little thereof. In Thoughts 
from the Viſions of the Night, when deep Sleep falleth on Men, Fear came upon me, and 
Neun, which made all my Bones to ſhake. Then a' Spirit paſſed before my Face, the Hair 
' of my Fi flood up. It flood ftill, but I could not diſcern the Form thereof : An Image was 
Before mine Eyes., there tua, Silence, and I heard a Voice. 


THO" God Almighty made uſe of various Ways and Means to communicate his Mind and Will to 
1 Mankind, yet the moſt uſual Methods, were by Viſions, by Dreams, by Voices, and by Inſpira- 
tion. The Jewifs Doctors, who treat of Divine Revelation, have been. very curious in their Obſer- 
vations on the Difference of the ſeveral Kinds abovemention'd : The plaineſt, however, and moſt ob- 
vious Diſtinction appears to us to be this. That Viſion was the Repreſentation of ſome important 
Affair to Mankind, when they were awake, in Oppoſition to Dreams, which were Repreſentations 
made to them, when (as the Text expreſſes it) —_ Sleep fell upon them; that Voices were. either 
God's calling to Men from on big as he did to St. Paul, when he was on 22 towards Da- 
maſcus; or elſe his immediate Converſe with them, as with Moſes, Face to Face, even as one Man 
Jpeaketh to bis Friend; and that laſtly, Inſpiration was an inward Excitement of the Soul of Man by 
the Operation of the Holy Gheft, without any bodily Perception or Senſation. Tho? tis true, in- 
deed, that ſome Perſons may be very confident in EDT Inſpirations and Viſions ; and tho' there 
are ſome who think that to be the very Caſe in regard to Eliphax in this Place, yet we ſhall ſhew 
hereafter, that ſuch a Conjecture is altogether groundleſs; and that he was far from being an Impoſtor. 
And in order to our forming a juſt Idea of any Inſpiration being true or falſe, we ought maturely to 
conſider with ourſelves the Expectations we have from the Perſon who pretends to be ſo inſpired, and 
then ſtrictly to obſerve whether he anſwers them or not. Now, as a Revelation is a Mark of Divine 
Favour, we may reaſonably expect, that the Perſon who lays claim to it be One, who is virtuous, wiſe, 
and honeſt; One, who is calm and ſedate, and not with Eaſe to be deceiv'd himſelf, or any Ways in 
the leaſt _inclin'd to delude another; One, who. has no Deſigns to promote, no Self-intereſted Views 
to ſerve; One, who has no ambitious Aims to gratify ; One, who looks on worldly Pomp and Gran- 
deur with an Eye of Contempt; One, in a Word, who propoſes nothing to himſelf. but the Glory of 
God, and the Good of Mankind. | 
And as we. may juſtly expect the Perſon inſpired. to anſwer this Character, ſo likewiſe we may 
reaſonably expect that the Revelation, ſo pretended to be ſent from God, ſhould be conſonant to the Ideas 
we entertain of the Divine Attributes, and conducive to the Happineſs and Inſtruftion of Mankind. 
And — we may expect, that he ſhould give ſome Teſtimony of his Delegation, by ſome extraordi- 
nary Performance. And where theſe are concurring, we muſt acknowledge the Revelation to come 
from God, as it carries the conſpicuous Stamp of his Authority upon it. | ; 
Naturaliſts have obſerv'd, that when a ſudden Tremor ſeizes * a Man, his Blood hurries, or 
flies in a Flutter to his Heart; by which Means the external Members grow ſtiff and cold; and the 
Skin, in which his Hair is rooted, is more compreſs'd than uſual, which occaſions ſuch Haics, tho? 
of themſelves but very weak Excreſcencies, to ſtand erect. PU 
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This natural Conſequente of Horror is moſt beautifully deſerib d by the Ghoſt in\$habydear”s Hamlet- 


83 that I am forbid 3 Thy LTderty and combined Locks to fart, 
To tell the * of H Houſe, 3 | fd . particular Hair to fland on TS 3 
I c Tant unf lu, wee Arbe it © | Like Quills upon the free Poreapine. ITEM 
Wor'd harrow up thy Seul, frteze thy young Blood, Oo 2949” 9%" Hamlet, AR . Se. vis. 
Make thy two Eyes, like Starsy Hauri bei Spheres, i ee BR N E's „1 


There are divers Expoſitors of great Repute, who confidently aſſert, that this was no true Viſion 
ſent from God, but a mere Fiction, or pious. Fraud of Blipbaa's own Invention, in order to give his 
Arguments a greater SanQtion, — There are others again, who carry this Pont ſtill farther ; and main- 
tain, that it was an 5 u of the Devil, in order to induce. £/iphas. to be mare; zealous. in the 
„ of holy Fob. — It muſt be acknowledg'd, indeed, that many have pretended to have 

ons 


from God, when in reality they have reteiv'd none; yet we are induc'd to believe. this of . + 


Eliphaz to be real for the following Reaſons. And firſt, the Deſcription of it exactly comports with 
hoſe, of which there is. no. Room to doubt, but that they many the Oracles of God: And when a 
ing is done in the Manner that God directs, it is to be ſuppos'd, that he hath done it. This 
Reaſon, however, we readily allow, is not abſolute Demonſtration 3 becauſe Satan may poſſibly tranſ- 
form himſelf into an Angel of Light; and-our own Hearts are too apt to counterfeit holy Things in 
order to promote our own wicked. Deſigns. Our ſecond Reaſon, however, will .carry more Wei Re 
with it. F liphaz was, doubtleſs, a 800d Man, and zeatous for the Glory of God, tho armin 
in his Notions, and did not ſpeak the Thing of him which were right”: And; if it de granted; that 
his Intentions. were good, it cannot fairly be ſupposd, that any rigtiteows. Mam would boaſt of a 
falſe Revelation. And laſtly, it was a true Viſion, becauſe it was à Confirmation of à Sacred Truth: 
And when Viſions from Goq are falſe] ended, they are vainly boaſted of with no other View, but 
o.confirm ſome human Device or Hluſion of the Devil. Having premis'dithus much, we preſume 
at the Spirit which paſs d before Klipbaa's Face was an Angel, that had aſſum'd ſome viſible Form, 
or Image; for a naked Spirit is not obvious to human Sight. It was thus that Augelt uſually appear d 
to the Antients ; and then they were call'd Spirits. Thus when Chriſt, after his Reſurrection, ap- 
Co to his Diſciples, they thought they had ſeen a Spirit. They were not fo abſurd as to imagi 
t a Spirit in itſelf, a naked, abſtracted Spirit, could be ſeen, but they call'd it a Spirit; becauſe 
they thought it nothing more than the Repreſentation, Form, or Image of his Body, and not his real 
Perſon; and for that Reaſon they call'd it a Spirit, notwithſtanding he appear d to them in an human 


Behold be put no Truſt in his Servants ; and his Angels be charged with Folly. | 


QINCE it wn; be queſtion'd how there can be Folly in the Angelical Nature, we anſwer that God 

charged the Angels with Folly, comparatively ſpeaking, in regard to bimſelf. The'Apofſtte St. 
Paul ſaith, God only hath Immortality; notwithſtanding he knew Angels were immortal; that they die, 
not as Men do; yet God only is immortal: And the Reaſon is, becauſe Angels are not immortal of 
themſelves ; they have not ary or abſolute Immortality. God only is faithful; God only is wiſe; 
Angels therefore are unfaithful, and fooliſh, or unwiſe, if compar'd with God. For this Reaſon, St. 
Auſt in ſays, In Compariſon of the Fuſtice of God, if the holy Angels in Heaven be called unjuſt, I ſee 
4 25 in the Aſſertion ; not becanſe they have fallen from Juſtice, but becauſe they are Creatures, and nat 
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They are deſtroyed from Morning to Evening; they periſh for ever without any regarding it. 


TH AT is to ſay, they die, and appear no more in this World. — The Term ¶ forever] is in many 


Places of Scripture made uſe of to expreſs an indefinite, as well as-an infinite Time. David ſays, 
Palm xxiii. ver. 6. I will dwell in the Houſe of the Lord forever; that is, as long as I live. 80 1 


Sam. 
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Sam. xvii. ver. 12. He ſhall be my Servant forever, that is as long as he lives, 


Dr. Young has given us, in ten Lines only, a tranſient Idea of the whole Debate begun in this 
Chapter, and carried on between Job and his four Friends to the Cloſe of the Thirty-ſeventh. At which 
Time God Almighty himſelf condeſcends to reſume the Controverſy, wherein, tho' he ſufficiently 


humbles Fob, he vindicates him from the Aſperſions of his too. cruel Friends. 
jt gr | The Paſſage is as follows. 
His Words were daring, and diſpleas'd his Friend; | And ſummon all their Reaſon to the Field. 


His Conduct they reprove, and he defends : So high at length their Arguments were wrought, 
Aud now they kindled into warm Debate, | They reach'd the laft Extent of Human Thought : 
Aud Sentiments oppos'd with equal Heat; | auſe enſu d. When Io! Hav interpos'd, 


Fix'd in Opinion, Both refuſe to yield, Aud awfully the long Contention clo. dl. 


e CHAP. v. 1 
In this Chapter Eliphaz purſues the. Arguments he had before ſo warmly handled, and endeavours 


to confirm it from the Opinion of Others, as well as his own private Obſervations. \ In 
. the Cloſe of this Debate be ſets the Power, Juſtice, and Loving-kindneſs of the Almighty 
in the faireſt and moſt advantageous Point of Light, and ſhews Job in particular, that God 
f;or the "generality confounds the Unjuſt; whilſt be finds out Ways and Means for the De- 
©  tiverance of thoſe who are truly upright, and implore his Divine Afiſtance. Here be lays be- 
fore him the Uſe that was to be made of God's ſevereſt Chaſtizements, and adviſes Job to 
improve the many ſore AMflictions that he had already mit with, by humbling himſelf before bis 
Mater for the Sins he bad been guilty of, how. ſecret ſoever, as the beſt and ſureſt Means, 
not only of being reſtor d to his former proſperous State and Condition, but of being pre/erv'd 
for the future from the Inroads and Incurfions of his moſt ſavage and inhuman Neighbours. 


HO? ſome fooliſh Perſons, tis probable, may approve of your Conduct, and ſtart 

bold Objections againſt Heaven, on ſeeing you in this moſt melancholy and deplorable 
Condition; tho' my Words, perhaps, may have no Influence or Effect over you, yet con- 
ſult with the moſt pious, and ſuch as are more diſtinguiſh'd for their Wiſdom, than I dare pre- 
tend to: Enquire, I fay, of whom you pleaſe, nay of an Angel, if any one will condeſcend to 
converſe with you, and you will find the Purport of his Anſwer to be this; that God, in his'own 
due Time and Way, makes the Wicked, and thoſe who obſtinately perſiſt in an open Violation 
of his Commandments, feel with Horror and Amazement the Weight of his Divine Vengeance. 
This Poſition is fo true and certain, that T have foretold the Deſtruction of the ungodly 
Man, even whilſt he ſeem'd moſt ſecure of every temporal Bleſſing that his Heart could 
wiſh for : Nay I have 7 7 the Downfal of his very Children: Juſtice, I have obſery'd, 
never fails, in Proceſs of Time, of laying faſt hold of them; and very ſeldom, if ever, ſuffers 
one of them to eſcape. The Hungry leap'd over their moſt thorny Fences, and enjoy'd 
the Fruits of their Labour. The Spoilers came, and without Mercy made Incurſions 
upon them, ranſack' d their Habitations, and laid waſte all their fruitful Lands. Tho? 
Afflictions, tis true, ſpring not from the Duſt, neither are they to be a'crib'd to any 
Earthly Cauſes, which are the Inſtruments only of the Almighty's Vengeance; yet Mankind, 
when they have offended their Maker, tend as naturally to Sorrow and Diſtreſs, as the 

Tz ö | „5. Sy Rivers, 
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Rivers to the Ocean, or as the Sparks mount upwards to the Skies. This is the fad Por- 
tion which injur'd Heaven has aſſign'd to the whole Race of Adam, ever ſince his firſt 
Tranſgreſſon; and therefore, Jab, Was your Caſe my cen, I would addreſs myſelf ich 
all Humility to the Throne of Grace, adore God's infinite Petfections, and, in a Word, 
fall proſtrate at his Feet, and fue for Mercy; For his Ways are dark and intricate, his 
Secrets are Man's finding out; his Providence, when underſtood, is moſt merciful, 
and ever juſt, and keeps our Thoughts in endleſs Admiration. He hangs: bis Clouds, and 
forms his Rain-drops in a Mould unknown to us; he pours his Waters in Frofuſion on 
the Hills; and on the Vales, his ſofter, more Ho Showers, by which the Poor grow 
rich; by which he wipes the Tears off from the Mourner's Cheek; Whliſt, on the other 
Hand, he entangles the Man of Craft, defeats the Eyil-Counſdllor, and blaſts hik well 
concerted, beſt Deſigns. - He turns the Stateſman's Art againſt himſelf, and counterwines 
the Politician's Project. He oftentimes, by interpoſing Miſts, obſcures their Sight; Makes 
them loſe their Way, and imagine that at Noon-day it is Night: He guards the Poor 
from the Oppreſſor's Wrongs; and ſecures the Weak from thoſe who are too powerful for 
them. No one therefore, however injur'd, ſhould” deſpair, as there are Hopes that'God 
will ſave him, and ſtop the Mouth of proud Injuſtice. Since then, Friend 7 the War 
is happy that feels the Smart of God's correfting "Hand, don't you deſpiſe it; imagine you 
are 1 9 when you are chaſten'd; let no deſponding "Thoughts perplex your Mind; 
for he chat made the. Wound, wall mai it, whole ;; be.antl defines ou in Vine tried 
the numerous Woes that now ſurround: you, and change your Scene of Miſery ta Joy ; if 
u'll but acquieſce, and perſevere with Patience, he will protect you with a paternal Care, 
both in the Day of Famine and of Battle. The Poiſon of the moſt malignant Tongue ſhall 
never blaſt your Reputation, and you ſhall be ſecure, tho' all the "adjacent, Counts are 
laid waſte around you; you ſhall be fearleſs and undaunted, when "the wild Beaſts, half 
famiſh'd, quit their Dens in Queſt of Prey; the Soil, however barren, ſhall bring forth its 
Fruits in Plenty for your Uſe; and where er you are, nothing ſhall deſtroy them; Where er 
you pitch your Tent, there ſhall you reſt in Safety; and when you ſettle your Accounts, 
ſhall find your Subſtance anſwer all your Expectations. © Your Offspring ſhall prove as count 
leſs as the Sands on the Sea-Shore, or Blades of Graſs in the moſt verdant Meadow; not- 
withſtanding you are childleſs at preſent, and as deſtitute of all Things as the Trees are of 
Leaves in the Depth of Winter. When Death, who is ever watchful, ſhall look for his 
Harveſt, and ſee you ripe with Age, he ſhall cut down your bending Stalk as gently as 
poſſible, . and lay you low in the Grave; juſt as the Huſbandman depoſits his Corn into the 
Garner, when 'tis fit for gathering. Theſe, Friend Job, are indiſputable Truths. I have 
weigh'd them well, and know them to be ſuch. Remember therefore what I have told 
you, and be affur'd, that from ſuch Reflections you will find immediate Conſolation. : 


Miſcellaneous Notes on CHAT. V. 

| ig | "FE TK e | e 

Call now, if there be any that will an wer thee, and to which of the Saints wilt thou turn? 

PHO we have given our Sentiments freely of the true and genuine Senſe, of the Text in our 
Paraphraſe above; yet, as ſeveral very learned Expoſitors are divided in their Opinions concerniys 


it, we imagine, it may not be altogether uſcleſs or unentertaining to collect them in one View, an 
; leave 
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leave the Reader, after he has weigh'd them all 


Il 'maturely, to bis own Deciſion. — In the firſt Place 
then, ſome of the Few;zf Rabbis think theſe Words were ſpoken. by E/ipbaz out of a Spirit of Pride; 
45 if be didain'd 9 all with Joþ any longer upon the Topick in Queſtion, and therefore defies bim to 
find out any Angel in Heaven, Ary 5 upon Earth, to juſtify bis Cauſe ; to anſwer for him, and 
\ confute the Arguments he has already produc'd. — Other Fetiſh Commentators explain the Words 
thus: The Arguments which I have offer to your Conſideration were reveal'd to me from Heaven; 
how do you try if any Ang above, or Saint below, will enable you to confute the Reaſons which 
I have offer'd aging you. I am fully perſuaded, there is not One of them will differ from me in 
Opinion, or from that Oracle, by whom I was infiructed. — Others again look upon the Words as an 
Irony, and imagine, that Eliphas ſpoke them by Way of Contempt. As if be had faid : You have 
behay'd yaurſelf in-fuch-a ſhameful Manner during your Proſperity, that now in the Day of your Ad. 
verſity no one will regard you. You may call upon as many Sgints as you pleaſe, yet you will f 
none of them fit 2p you, or plead your Cauſe. — Moſt of the Popiſh Writers produce this Text 
in Vindication of their invoking the Saints, and praying to them to be Mediators, or Interceſſors in 
their Behalf: As if Eliphez had directed Fob to make hi Loatications to ſuch-of the departed Saints as 
1 moſt proper. Call mo, if there be any will anſwer thee, and to which of the Saints wilt thou 
tern Which af the Saints will you ſeleR tu be your Patron, your Guardian, or Aſſiſtant, under your 
preſent moſt di Condition ? — This Interpretation, however, is ſo groſs, that it carries Self · Refu- 
raying to 
ou 


it... And Mercer himſelf, tho” a Papi ows, that it is rather an Argument rela 
ng to Saints; for, as he explains it, it runs thus: Tho? you ſhould call upon all the Saints, 
1d be to no Manner of purpoſe ; fince there is not One amongſt the whole Number who can aid or 
 affiſt you. — The Senſe, however, of the greateſt Number of Interpreters runs to this or the like 
Effect. — Look into the Liſt, or Catalogue of all the Saints, which either ever were, or are at this 
Day upon the whole Face of the Earth, and ſee if there be any one am them whoſe Condition 
Conduct will anſwer in any Proportion to yours. Turn your Eye upon all the Holy Men that ever 
2 and obſerve, if there be One like yourſelf, either in the Matter or Manner of your Afflictions, 
in the ſevere Diſpenſations of the Divine Providence towards you; or in Jour heayy Complaints and 
- unwarrantable Accuſations of the apremns Being. There are none of the Saints, Frien Job, that 
are like you. Amongſt the prophane Infidels, indeed, you may find many of your Stamp; _— their 
Records you may read the Story of feveral, who have been guilty of equal Impatience and ill Con- 
duct with yourſelf. For as it fo in the next Verſe, Wrath killeth the Fooliſh, and Envy flayeth 
the 'Silly one. How imprudent, how weak and filly are you, who have thus almoſt tormented your- 
ſelf to Death, with refleting on your Misfortunes, and repining at the Happineſs and Proſperity of 


EA | 
3 1 Ver. VIII. 
 T would. ſeek unto Cod, and unto God would 7 commit my Cauſe. 


T HERE are two Opinions concerning theſe Words. — Some conceive, that Eliphaz here ſpeaks in 
the utmoſt Contempt of Fob, and a too high Opinion, or Conceit of his own Virtues: And that 
he inſults him in much the ſame Style as the haughty Phariſee does the Publican in the Eighteenth 
ter of St. Luke - God, I thank thee, that I am nat as other Men are, Extortioners, Unjuft, Adulterers, 
or even as this Publican. I faft, &c. So Eliphaz here ; I thank God, Fob, I am not ſuch a reſt- 
leſs, impatient Creature as you are. I never curs'd my Day, or murmur'd at any Misfortunes, when 
it pleas'd God to bring them upon me. I am not ſo diſtracted and diſcompos'd as you are; and had 
I been in your Cafe, I would have acted with more Prudence and Moderation: I would never have 
been ſo raſh and preſumptuous, ſo forgetful of my Duty, as to exclaim againft my Maker, and accuſe 
his Divine Providence, as dealing by me with too much Severity and Injuſtice : — No! — I would 
rather have made my humble Supplication to the Almighty, and committed my Cauſe to him; I would 
have put my whole Truſt and Confidence in him, and relied on his Aid and Aſſiſtance for my Re- 
ſtoration. — Others, however, take this Expreſſion of his in a good Senſe, and inſiſt, that Eliphax 
utter d it with Abundance of Tenderneſs and Concern, As if he had ſaid; Sinee the Poſitions I have 
laid down are undoubted Truths; ſince Afflictions proceed not from ourſelves, but are the * 
5 | e 
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Reſult of our own Sins and Iniquities; fince this is the true State of the Caſe, and you are at preſent 
involy'd in a Sea of Troubles, I do aſſure you, Friend Feb, that were I in your unhappy State and 

Condition, I would no longer give vent to my Paſſion, and ſpend my Time in fruitleſs Execrations 
on the Day of my Nativity, &c. but would much rather make my Applications to Heaven, and ſue 
for Pity and Compaſſion at -the Throne of Grace, fince this World, as I, could find, would afford 
me no Comfort or Relief. | 2 ths EY. is 


CHAP. VI. 


in this ter, being no Ways convinc'd by the warm Diſcourſe of Eliphaz, endbavours to 
27536 his ee Fe. Hori on bis Birth-day; and as, eds Anguiſh of bis Soul, he 
| then wiſh'd moſt devoutly for the Day of bis Diſſolution, and thereby for a final Period ta” his 
Sorrows ; he here renews that Wiſh with equal Fervency; at which, notwithſtanding bis 
Friends, who never felt, in all probability, any agonizing Pains like bis, might poſſibly be ſur- 
pris d, as being an unnatural and too impatient a Requeſt, be ſhews' be had very ſubſtantial 
Reaſons for perfiſting in it: He moreover reſents their Inbumanity and ungenerous Proceedings, 
who, without one ſingle Word of Conſolation, rudely took upon them to cenſure and reprove bim, 
inſtead of endeavouring to alleviate the Weight of thoſe almoſt in able AMictions which 
be labour d under, as he conceiv'd, without a Cauſe. He begs of them therefore to take into 
their ſerious Conſideration all theſe aggravating Circumſtances, and to paſs their ſecond Verdit? 
upon bis Complaints with leſs Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion. SIM | ö 
O ſooner had Eliphaz concluded his Diſcourſe, but Fob (in Vindication of his Con- 
duct) addreſs*'d himſelf to his Friend in the following Terms. O, that my Grief 
« was once thrown into a Balance, and all my Afflictions were weigh'd againſt it! O, that 
« ſome lefs partial Judge than yourſelf would determine my unhappy Caſe, and pronounce 
« whether my Complaints bear any Proportion to my agonizing Pains ! For then he would 
« ingenuouſty acknowl that the Sand of the Sea was but a trivial Weight in Compa- 
« rifon to the maſſy Burden I labour under. Unutterable Groans torment my Soul; nor 
« is it in the Power of Words to paint my Woes. The Arrows of the Almighty ſtick faſt 
« within my Heart; their malignant Poiſon ſpreads thro* every Part of me, and eats my 
<& very Soul. The Terrors of the Lord ſtand before me (as it were) in Battle-Array, and 
« invade me on every Side. It is eaſy indeed for You, who are free from Care Pain, 
« who live in Peace and Plenty, not to murmur or repine. Is the wild Aſs diſpleas d when 
« he is grazing in the verdant Meadows? Or does the Ox low with Diſcontent whilſt he 
<« ſtands hov'ring oer his Fodder ? But were You to feel the Weight of my Diſtreſs, your 
« Groans would be proportionate to mine; your Sorrows would ſwell to as high a Tide. 
« Is there any one can take the leaſt Pleaſure in unfavoury Meats ? What Taſte is there in 
„the White of an ? Who would not call for a few Grains of Salt to render them a 
* little leſs inſipid? How much more juſtly then may I petition for Something to make my 
< bitter Potion palatable? I, who am at preſent reduc'd to that Exceſs of . Grief, that I 
have Nothing to ſupport me under ſuch uncharitable Imputations as yours are; Imputa- 
* tions which my Soul abhors. To ſuch an, amazing Height are my Troubles riſen ; 
«* ſuch is the Weight of my unutterable Woe, my Soul is driven to ſuch an Extremity, 
that I muſt ftill implore the Divine Goodneſs, to grant me the Requeſt I fo earneſtly 
* deſire, to ſhow ſome Bowels of Compaſſion, and, in ſhort, by one deciſive Stroke to let 
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me enjoy Death, which 1 now thirſt after more than ever. I would extend my Arms 
to bid him welcome; and hug the ghaſtly Monarch to my Boſom. His Preſence would 
«© ſupport me under the moſt agonizing Pains : The Thoughts that my Life was near at 
* an End would appeaſe my Anguiſh ; I would then ſhew an undaunted Courage, and 
«« depart with Joy, as being conſcious that J have been guilty of no known or wilful Sin, 
« whereby to draw down Heav'ns Vengeance on my devoted Head. What is my Strength, 
e alas! and how abſurd would it be for me to live in Hopes of better Days? What 


«'is my End? Where is my Period ſet, when 1 ſhall ſigh no more? Oh! that the 


Blow was ſtruck! fince to prolong my Life is but an Aggravation of my Miſery. 
« I was in hopes your friendly Admonitions would have reliev'd me, and once imagin'd 
that your Diſcourſes would have alleviated: my Sorrows 3 but, by your Miſtake of my 
« Diſtemper, inſtead of aſſuaging my Grief, you have only inflam'd it. Am I, think you, 
as inſenſible as the moſt impenetrable. le? Are all my Muſcles compos'd of Braſs, 
that I ſhould not invoke Death to eaſe me of my Load of Sorrow ? Do not imagine, 
« Eliphaz, that my Reaſon is diſturb'd, that I am driven to Deſpair, and totally regardleſs 
'« of what I ſay or do: Yet, were that my moſt deplorable Caſe, a Friend ſhould ſhew 
_ + ſome Pity and Compaſſion for One in ſuch Diſtreſs as I am: And doubtleſs you would 
have been in ſome Meaſure concern'd for me, had you the Fear of God before your Eyes, 
or did you but once reflect, that he could caſt you down, like me, with equal Eaſe. My 
« Friends, I find, prove as deceitful as the Stream of ſuch Brooks as are form'd by the haſty 
Rains, and blacken'd with the Ice and Snow, which fall from the Hills with a prodigious Nolte, 
« and roll along the Vales. They promiſe Water, tis true; but as ſoon as Summer comes, 
« they are dry ; they are ſo perfectly vaniſh'd, that you can ſcarce diſcern the leaſt Footſtep 
„ of the Courſe in which they ran: The Companions of Tema and Sheba expected to have 
* quench'd their Thirſt, at Pleaſure where once they obſerv'd ſuch a Confluence of Water; 


e but alas ! they were moſt ſhamefully diſappointed, and bluſh'd to think, that they ſhould 


4 be ſo weak as to build their Hopes of Succour from ſuch precarious Streams: Juſt ſuch 
« are Lou; who ſeeing my Calamity, deſert me: Why do you ſtare fo, and gaze on me 
& thus at a Diſtance ? Is it my Diſeaſe that occaſions this Eſtrangement ? Are you afraid 
„that I ſhall infect you, that you ſeem in ſuch a Conſternation? Are you apprehenſive, 
that I ſhall beg your charitable Aſſiſtance under my preſent Miſtortunes ? Did I ever im- 
« portune you to relieve my Wants? Did I ever deſire to be. deliver'd out of the Hands 
of the Oppreſſor at your Expence ? Notwithſt-nding this Appeal, I would not have you 
« imagine, that I look down with an Eye of Contempt on any of your Admonitions : No, 
„J am ready and willing to liſten to any Charge that you may juſtly lay againſt me; and 
« ſhall, with all the Sincerity and Gratitude imaginable, be thankful for any better Information. 
Truth, indeed, is irreſiſtible ; but all your Reprehenſions have no Manner of Influence or 
Effect. All your Pride and Ambition is to play the Orator ; but in vain do you ſtudy. 
the moſt artful Terms to drive me into Deſpair. Nay, you preſs hard upon One, who is 
too much dejected already, and altogether defenceleſs; in ſhort, you deviſe Counſel againſt 
« your Friend, in the moſt barbarous and inhuman Manner. Let me, however, beg of 
« you once more to take my deplorable Caſe into your ſerious Conſideration : Weigh every 
«. Circumſtance maturely, without the leaſt Favour or Affection, and then pronounce me 
« blame-worthy if you can. Renew the Debate: Diſcuſs. Matters over once more without 
« Prejudice or Prepoſſeſſion: Let me have, I moſt humbly entreat you, a ſ:cond Hearing; 
« ſince I am fully perſuaded, it will ſet my Innocence in a clearer and more advan- 
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« tageous Light. Have I utter d any Thing hitherto, that has deſerv'd this ſevere Treat- 
« ment at your Hands? I cannot think myſelf fo blind, fo partial to myſeif; I cannot 
e imagine that my Judgment is ſo debas'd, or, that my Taſte is ſo bad 3 undiſtinguiſh- 
« ing, as not to perceive that your Words are all miſapply'd, and will never be able to ſtand 
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the Teſt of impartial Truth.” | s 
Miſcellaneous Notes. on Cn a p. VL 1 ¹ 7 

not my Help in me? And is Wiſdom driven quite from me? To him that is afflifted, Pity 
ſhould be ſhewed from his Friend, but be forſaketh the Fear of the Almighty. .. 

A® there ſeems to be an Inconſiſtency in the Connexion of theſe two Verſes with the preceding, where 


Fob aſſerts that all his Strength was loſt, it will be neceſſary to explain them more fully, and give 
the Reader the different Gloſſes that have been made upon them. — Some Expoſitors read the Words 


= 


thus: Was not my Help in me? And then the Senſe, according to them, is this: Did 1 not FF 4 io 
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ſelf as much as poſſibly I could ? Did I appear faint hearted, act the Part of a Coward ? Did 
under the Weight of my AMiQtions ? — The Septuagint, with the Greeks in general, refer theſe Wotds _ 
to God, and make Job's Meaning to be this. Did I not put my whole Truſt and Confidence in the 

Almighty ? But he is now no longer my Shield and my Buckler ; as if he had ſaid, I never depended in 
the leaſt on my own Strength; for I was conſcious enough of my own natural Frailties and Imperfections : 
but God Almighty, on whoſe Help alone I entirely relied, has deſerted me, or ſeems at leaft to have 
withdrawn his Aid and Aſſiſtance from me. — The Pulgats tranſlates the whole Verſe negatively, and 
reads it thus: Behold my Help is not in me, and my Friends, who ought to have given me their Aid 
and Aſſiſtance are departed from me. — Others again explain the Words in the following Senſe, which 
indeed is clear enough. What tho” I have no Help in me, yet Wiſdom is not abſolutely departed from 
me. As if he had faid : Will you conchude that I am an Hypecrite-and an abandon'd Wretch, becauſe 
Jam unable to extricate my ſelf out of the Troubles in which I am unhappily involv'd ? Nothing ſure 
can be a more cruel and unjuſt Concluſion l. Moſt of the Few:fh Rabbis, however, concur with the 
Senſe of our Tranſlation ; only they expreſs themſelves by an Affirmative inſtead of an Interrogatio! 

Their Conſtruction runs thus: My Help is in me, and my Wiſdom is not departed from me, Which is 
much the ſame as if he had ſaid ; Notwithſtanding I have no Strength in me, yet I am capable of making 
my Defence againſt all the Objections which you have rais'd againſt me. I have Arguments ſtill ſufh- 
cient to ſupport my Spirits under the Weight of my Calamities, were they heavier than they are. B 
Wiſdom, do you think, becauſe I am brought thus low, and weak, perfectly departed from me? Do 
you conclude, becauſe I am depriy'd of all earthly Comfort, that God Almighty has altogether forſaken 
me? That have no Hope left? If you do, you are much miſtaken ; for J am' ftill ſenſible of my own In 
nocence and Integrity; I have ſtill (thanks be to God) the Teſtimony of à good Conſcience, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Sorrows with which I am ſurrounded. 5 eee, 
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Ver. XV. 


My Brethren have dealt deceitfully, as a Brook, and as the Stream of Brooks they paſs 
away, &c. to ver. 21. 


T HES E Verſes are a very beautiful Similitude, or Repreſentation of his Friencs treacherous and 

deceitful Deportment tow'rds him. — Man, ſays Mr. Addiſon, is ſubject to irnumerable Pains, 
and Sorrows, by the very Condition of Humanity; and yet, as if Nature had not ſown Evils enough in 
Life, we are continually adding Grief to Grief. and aggravating the common Calamity by our cruel 
Treatment of one another. Every Man's natural Weight of Affl tion is till made more heavy by the 
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Eavy, Malice, Treachery or Injuſtice of his Neighbour. At the fame Time that the Storm beats 


the whole Species, we are falling foul upon one another.—-In the little A Treatiſe, entitled, 
Nee "the Son of Sirach, we find the Behaviour of a treacherous and ſelf-intereſted Friend very 
beautifully deferib'd.” „ Tf thou wouldſt get, ſays be, a Friend, prove him firſt, and be not haſty to credit 
«© him, Fer ſole Man is a Friend for his own Occafion, and will not abide in the Day of Trouble. 
And there is a Friend, who being turn'd to Enmity and Strife will diſcover thy Reproach. In another 
4 Place, he ſays, © ſome Friend is a Companion at the Table, and will not continue in the Day of Afflic- 
«© ion. But in thy Proſperity he will be as thyſelf, and will be bold over thy Servants. If thou be brought 
< low, he will be againſt thee, and hide himſelf from thy Face.“ One would almoſt think that Ovid had 
ſeen this Paſſage, and had ſtolen the Thought, tho? it falls vaſtly ſhort of it in point of Diction. 


Donee eris felix, multos numerabis amicos ; 4 
Nullus ad ami ſſas ibit amicus opes. Ovip. © 


Theſe, who the various Gifts of Fortune gain, — | But if the Goddeſs frown: ; thoſe Friends no more 
A thouſand fawning, flattering Friends obtain: Regard the 1del they ader'd before. 


x | | | Ver. XIX. 
The Troops of Tema looked ; the Companies of Sheba waited for them. 
FRE Senſe of which Text is this: Thoſe Travellers, who came in great Companies from Tema and 
Sheba, which were defart Countries, where they had obſerv'd, in the Winter, Streams and Floods 
of Water frozen, and full of Snow ; but in their Summer-Travels, being diftreſs'd for Want of Water, 
and almoſt h'd up with Heat, they expected Relief from thoſe Brooks of which they had before 
made their Obſervation, but found themſelves to their Shame and Confuſion diſappointed ; thoſe Brooks 
being Land-Floods only, occaſion' d by violent Rains, which had no natural Spring to ſupply them with 
ater. 


| 1 Ver. XX. ; 
They were confounded becauſe they had hoped ; they came thither and were aſhamed. 


JJ OPES that are or delay'd create Abundance of Uneaſineſs ; but when a Man's Expectations 
are entirely fruſtrated, he is apt to reflect on them with Shame and Confuſion. Shame and Con- 
fuſion, in the of the Sacred Scriptures, is the natural Reſult of Diſappointment. The P 


= Chap. xiv. Ver. 3.) has a Paſſage that bears a very near Affinity to this. Their Nobles, ſays 
he, bave ſent their Little Ones to the Waters ; they came to the Pits, and found no Mater; (obſerve this 
was in a Time of Drought) they returned with their Veſſels empty. And what was the 


uence of this 
their Diſappointment ? Why they were aſhamed and confounded, ſays he, and covered their Heads, And 
in (Ver. 4.) Becauſe the Ground is 2 3 for there was no Rain in the Earth : the Plowmen were a- 
| z they covered their Heads. — 1 add but one Inſtance more. The Prophet Foe! (Chap. i. 
Ver. 10, 11.) expreſſes himſelf in the very ſame Terms. The Field is waſted, ſays be, the Land mourn- 
eth ; for the Corn is waſted: The New Wine is dried up; the Oil languiſheth ; Be ye aſhamed, O ye 
r 4 bowl, O ye Vine-areſſers ! for the Wheat and for the Bariey; becauſe the Harveſt of the 
is ä | | 
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Job here reſumes the Subjeft of his Complaints, and deſcribes, in the , Plus, the various Cu- 
lamities that attend Mankind in general during their Refidence bere on Earth ; and then expa- 
tiates on the particular Sufferings he bim elf labours under, and on the Violence and Complica- 
tion of them. In the Concluſion, he humbly implores the Divine Goodneſs to take Pity and 
Compaſſion on his deplorable State, and grant him a free Pardon and Remiſſion of bis Sins. 


« A N's Life, continues Job, has a determin'd Period by the irrevocable and fix” 
4e Decree of the Almighty ; his Days will expire at their appointed Time, like 


« of an Hireling. Does not the weary Peaſant pray for the 2 of Evening, at 
« which Thus bs knows thit bis Fell end Fad DN that at laſt he ſhall 
« ceiye the Fruits of his Labour? Why then I be debarr'd from praying for Reft 
« Death, ſince Life to me is a perfect Burden ? I paſs each tedious Day in Iingring Woes 
« and when Night comes, that prompts all Nature to Repoſe, 1 find no Mitigation of m 
« Sorrows. Even then, whilſt others ſleep, dark gloomy Thoughts perplex my Mind, and 
« roll in never-ending Agitations : My Griefs, even then, are more outragious than by Day. 
« A thouſand Times I turn from Side to Side, but all in vainz the Tortures I endure 
« are ſtill unutterable. With longing Eyes I look for Break of Day, but when it comes 
« *tis joyleſs all to me. My Fleſh is cloath'd with loathſome Worms, and every Limb 1 
ie have is cruſted o'er with Putrefaction. Hopeleſs my Days in quick Succeſian move, uſt 
« as the Shuttle traverſes the Loom: Int Compaſſion then, O Lord, to my in 
« Griefs, remember that Life out- flies the Wind, which when tis paſt can never be recall d: 
« When I have once He with my Friends, Pm. gotie from them for ever. One.Frown 
« of thine at once will cruſh me into Atoms, I dye at once, as One that's ſtruck with 
Lightning. As Clouds, when once they are difibly'd, can never more repair their loſt Con- 
« nexion; ſo he that once deſcends into the Grave, will never more reſume his Form andVigour: 
« He ſhall never more enjoy his former Habitation: Or viſit his Neighbours from the ſilent 
Grave. Since Life muſt one Time or another ceaſe, ſince Death muſt come at laſt, I'll not re- 
« frain from praying for e ſome Repoſe and Eaſe, or a Releaſe from Life. As 
« Grief is bold, my Cries ive my Sorrows Vent: ons and Complaints ſhall 
« give ſome Eaſe to my afflicted Soul. Am I, OI a wild” impetuous Flood, that 
« thou art forc'd to watch me, and keep me thus in Bounds? Can I &er 1 
4 or overflow my Country? Am I a Whale, a Monſter of the Sea, that thou ſhouldſt bi 
* me thus in Fetters? If wiſh'd-for Death may not at once relieve me, I might hope; 
« at leaſt, from Sleep to find ſome Intermiſſion: But if my Eyes be ever clog'd in 
e Slumbers, even then ſuch horrid Viſions ſtand before me, that I had rather die than bear 
« the Shock. As Life therefore is an unſufferable Load; is loathſome, and the Object of 
e my Deteſtation ; let me alone to dye. Why ſhould I live thus long in lingring Torments & 
O] what is Man, that God ſhould condeſcend to try his Strength? Is he worthy. of thy 
Notice or thy Blow, that thou ſhouldſt ſet thyſelf againſt him? Wilt thou engage thy 
. «© Pow'r againſt a Worm? Is poor, weak Man a proper Object of thy Anger? Give me 
<« ſome little Reſpite ; give me, O Lord, ſome eaſy Moments. O, ſpare a Wretch that has 
not long to live! I acknowledge my Guilt; I am overwhelm'd with Shame, and am 
| con- 
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& conſcious, O thou Obſerver of Men, that I can make thee no Manner of Compenſation. 
* Can I implore thy Aid in vain? I know that all thy Chaſtiſements are forc'd ; that Mercy 
is thy darling Attribute. Why haſt thou ſet me as a Mark againſt thee ? If I am the 
* Object of thy Diſpleaſure, why doſt thou not remove me out of thy Sight? Fain would I 
< lay my Burden down and dye. O Lord, forgive the mighty Debt of all my Guilt, and, 
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HO many of the Greet Expoſitors from the Words of this Text aſſert, that Fob knew nothing of 

che Doctrine of the Reſurrection; and tho? ſeveral of the Jewiſh Doctors peremptorily inſiſt, that 

he denied it 3 yet it is plain and evident, from a very remarkable Paſſage in the 19th Chapter, that on 

the contrary, To was not only very well acquainted with it, but rejoic'd in it, as we ſhall endeayour to 

demontrate.in our ſubſcquent Remarks. e VE ee RF RE Et 33-48; Ae 
2055 | 


i ps bis Wag ety We ET Ebabe. 4 - > ... | 
An Ia Sea, or a Whale, that thou ſetteſt a Watch over me? 

HIS u an Expoſtula ition of Job's with God Almighty, and much like that in the preceding Chap- 
1 ter; Ver. 12. 1s my mow of, 24) Strength of 9 4 is my Fleſh Braſs ? That is, why ba thou, 
0 Lord, laid ſuch a Load of Afflictions upon me ? Am I made of Stone or Braſs, that I ſhould be able 
to ſtand up under ſo infupportable a Burden? So here; Am lI a Sea, or a Whale? Am I as boiſterous 
and unruly as the former; or have I the Strength of the latter? Which is as much as to ſay ; Thou 
ſeemeſt, 6 Lord, to deal with me in ſuch a er, as thou art not wont to do with any of the Sons 
of Men. Thou treateſt me with ſuch Rigour, as if I was the moſt untractable Creature that ever exiſt- 
ed : Thou ſeemeſt to take ſuch Meaſures with me, as thou doſt with the tempeſtuous Ocean itſelf, or 
with the moſt unruly Monſters that inhabit it, in order to keep me in Subjection: By which he inti- 
mates, or at leaſt ſeems to do ſo, that God was too ſevere in his Diſpenſations towards him. 1 IDO E > 


e Te Ver. XIII. XIV. 
When I ſay, my Bed ſpall 8 my Couch ſhall eaſe my Complaint : Then thou ſcareſt 
3 me with Dreams and terrißeſt me through Viſions. 3 


1 F Job had any Sleep at any Time, it was (it ſeems) terrifying, and not refreſhing Sleep. — Such 
Sleep is occaſion'd by thick Vapours, or mr Fumes, aſcending from the Stomach to the Brain, 


oat 


which cloſe or lock up the Senſes ; Now a Perſon is for the generality apt to dream in that Sleep 
and the ſtronger and thicker ſuch Fumes or Vapours are, the more liable he is to be terrified, and 
diſturb'd. As to Dreams in general, there are ſeveral Cauſes of them. Firſt, the natural Diſpoſition 
of the Body: And fo from the Variety of Conſtitutions a Variety of Dreams are form'd. — Secondly, 
Dreams are ſometimes caus d either by intemperate Eating, or Drinking; or by the Indiſpoſition of the 
Body, thro" Sickneſs or agonizing Pains ; and from hence more particularly did 75's ſhocking Dreams 
ariſe, — Thirdly, there is a Moral Cauſe of Dreams. The Cares and Diſquietudes which a Man 
meets with-in the Day ently affect his Imagination in the Night. Fourthly, there are Diabolical 
Dreams, and of fuch Fob here pathetically complains. | 


- 


And Laſtly, there are Divine Dreams, which proceed immediately from God. And notwithſtanding 
Job ſays here to God, Thou ſcargſt me with Dreams, and terrifieft me through Viſions ; yet it was Satan 
7 | | | that 


— 
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that took che Advantage (by Permiſfion) of his deplorable State and Condition, to fiir the groß Hu- 
mours of his Body up into his Brain, out of which his Fancy form'd fuch hideous Apparitions. —— What 
Mr. Dryden has faid in regard to Dreams will, we imagine, be applicable to our preſent Purpoſe; and 


at the ſame Time, we hope, no diſagreeable Amuſement to our Readers. 
fil Dreams, as in old Galen 7 have read, | For Humour: are diftinguifſs'd by their Hue. 5 
Are from Repletion and Complexion bred: _.. From hence we dream of Wars, and War-like Things, 
From riſing Fumes of indigefled Food, © | And Waſps and Hornets with their double Wings. 
And noxious Humours that infe& the Blood.  Choler aduſt congeals our Blood with Fear, 
The Yellow Gall, that in the Stomach float, © Then black Bulls toſs us, and black Devils tear. 
Ingenders various viſionary Thoughts. e In ſanguine, airy Dreams, ' aloft we'bound;' © 
When Choler overflows, then Dreams are brl | With Rhumes N we'fink in Rivers d d. 
er and all the Family * Red; | More 1 could ſay, but thus conclude my Theme; |... 
Dragons, and red Brafts in Sleep eve view; _ - | The dominating jo Bop the Dream. | 

| 8 In another Place he ſays. ' © 73 33 
Dreams are but Interludes, which Fancy makes, | And many monſtrous Forms in Sleep we fee, IK 
When Monarch Reaſon ſleeps, the en ales: Tp neither were, _ are, nor. eer cn le. 
Compounds a Medley of dixjointed Things, I | Sometimes forgotten Things long caft bb, 
A Court of Coblers, and a Mob of Kings: ; Rais forward in the Brain, Ae. to Mind. 3 
Light Fumes are merry, grofer Fumes are ſad; I The Nurſe: Legends are for Truths receiv'd, *- | 
Bath are the reaſonable Soul run . | And the Man dreams but what the Boy belio/d. * | 


To conclude, the celebrated Claudian has obſerv'd, that thoſe Amuſements which make the ſtrongeſt 
Impreſſions on our Minds in the Day-time, are frequently repeated the ſubſequent Night with double 
Vigour ; and drollingly enough inſinuates, that the Poems he had publiſh'd fall vaſtly ſhort of ſome of 
thoſe which he has frequently compos d in his Sleep upon his Pillow, could he have but fecollected them to 
oblige. his Readers. 1 wg | . | MEE Pn. 5 7%. ; Fay; 34 975 ka 
Omnia que Senſu volvuntur Vota diurno, 

Pettore ſepito reddit amica Quies. 
Venator defefſa Toro cum Membra reponit, 


* Tudicibus Lites, Kurie is kad Crue 
V anaque nofurnis Meta cavetur Equis. -- | 
* ue Muſarum Studium, ſub Nocke filenti, | 
t 


Mens tamen ad Sylvas, & ſua Luſtra redit : us aſſuetis ſollicitare falt. Crauntan. 
4 F guides, our Pleaſures we purſue, And gives the Cauſe to him that bribes him beſt ©. © 
And in the Night thoſe Paſtimes we renew. _ Fearful the Miſer counts his hoarded Store ; 150 Eos 
The Huntſman ſcours along the werdant Plain, Fearleſs the Sailor hears the Ocean roar. 5 


And the ſpent, panting Stag is kilPd again. - 1 Thit views an Army ; This ſame rural Seat: 
The corrupt Judge thinks Equity a Jes, | And Poets their own Works 2 Pride repeat. 


— 
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+ me and CH AP. VII 
I is evident, that the preceding . Apologies of Job, in Vindication of bis Conduct, made. very 
tattle, if any, Impreſſion upon bis Friends; For no ſooner had he made an End of bis Com- 
Plain, but another of his Viſitors, Bildad by Name, continues the Diſpute; and reprebends 
him very ſmartly for ing ſuch apparent Impatience, and Anxiety of Mind, under the 
affliting Hand of the. Anglo ; and in the Proſecution of bis Diſcourſe, repreſents io him, 
mich after the ſame Manner as Eliphaz had done before bim, the Fuſtice of God's Judments, 
and endeavours to convince him, that God Almighty was wont at all Times to puniſh, with the 
utmoſt Severity, all ſuch as were Hypocrites in their Hearts; and that, on the other Hand, 
the Divine Goodneſs never fail d to proſper tho;e whoſe Lives were blameleſs. From theſe 
Principles, he endeavours to extort from Job a publick Acknowledgment, that thoſe Calamities 


that bad thus ſeverely fallen upon bim, mere the natural and juſt Puniſhment due to bis 
| Commiſhon-of ſome enormous, tho ſecret Sins. 4 ah py Stove 


O ſooner had Job made an End of the preceding Diſcourſe, but Bildad the Shubite 
N reprov'd him with as much Warmth and Severity as Efphaz had done before him, 
in Terms to this, or the like Effect. How long wilt thou break the Bounds of Patience; 

« and how durſt thou expoſtulate thus perverſely with thy Maker? Canſt thou impiouſl 
imagine, that the Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth will act with Partiality, — 
to ſevete a Sentence upon thee? Or that He, who wants Nothing from thee, will deviate 
« from the moſt exact Rules of Juſtice ? Is it not now reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that thy re- 
« bellious Children had highly provok'd the Divine Majeſty, from the ſudden and unfore- 
e ſeen Vengeance which he took upon them? Is it not equally reaſonable to think, that if 
« (inſtead of murmuring and repining after this ſhameful and unwarrantable Manner) thou 
« wouldft with a contrite Heart implore his Grace and Favour ; acknowledge his perfect 
«« Juſtice, and add but Purity of Heart to thy Prayers, he would exert his Power for thy 
4 Support, and reſtore thy Family to its priſtine A I am fully perſuaded, that, 
poor as thou art at preſent, thy Subſtance would ſoon increaſe, and thou wouldſt be as 
« immenſely rich, as ever thou waſt before theſe heavy Calamities fell down with ſuch 
« Weight upon thee. I don't deſire, however, that thou ſhouldſt entirely depend upon 
« my Word; No; take thy Inſtruction from thoſe who are gone before us; and make thy 
« ſtricteſt Enquiries into the moſt authentic and moſt antient Hiſtories; (for We alas! are 
« not old enough to have any great ience ; and our Lives are ſo exceeding ſhort, that 
« our Obſervation of Conſequences can be but few, and very imperfe&) which will, doubtleſs, 
4 not only ſet thee right in this important Debate; but will ſhew, from repeated Obfervations 
« for many Ages, the Truth of all theſe Maxims which I have advanc'd. As a Ruſh, that 
« reers its Head in a watry Meadow, withers away, even in its Verdure, for want of proper 
« Soil and Moiſture, and conſequently requires not the Hand of the Mower to cut it down; 
« whilſt the leſſer Plants, that for a while envy'd its haſty Growth, ſtand ſurpris'd 
« at fo ſudden and unexpected an Alteration ; juſt ſo the Beauty of the ungodly Man 
« js at once blaſted, who has laid no ſolid Foundation. for its long Continuance ; who 
« has neglected his God (without whoſe Bleſſing, no one can poſſibly prove long ſucceſsful) 
ho can with Eaſe diſcern the moſt ſubtle Hypocrite, and will moſt aſſuredly defeat his 

Hopes, and prevent him from the Attainment of that Happineſs he ſo eagerly purſues. 

» as He a 
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if he pleaſes, flatter himſelf, that all his Undertakings ſhall be crown'd with 
« Succeſs, but then his Diſappointment will only prove ſo much the greater; for the Thi 
« whereon he places his Dependance is weaker than the Spider's Web. He may wal 
Fam 


« imagine, that his Family is ſo illuſtrious and r ut 
„ he will find his Houſe will fink, and fruſtrate all his tions: 5 14 
< endeavour to ſtrengthen it by Alliances, but he ſhall find even thoſe HM fruitle 


00 : Nay further, he may ſeem, to all outward Appearance, not only in the Eye 


„of the World, but in his own partial Thoughts of himſelf, to be like a Tree, that ſpreads 


„ its fruitful Branches over a fine Garden; w interweaving Roots have twiſted round 
the Stones in ſolid Ground, and whoſe lofty Head raiſes itſelf above the moſt ſtately 


„ Buildings : Yet, when the Almi is determin'd to blaſt him, and pluck him up by the 
Roots, his Name ſhall be for and not a Soul ſhall recolle&, that fuch a One 


* reſided in the Place: No better this is the Pleaſure that the Wicked take in their 
* moſt proſperous State ; whilſt Others again ſhall ſhoot up in their ſtead, and flouriſm out 


of the Duſt: It is a never-failing Maxim, that God will never reject the Man; 
© nor can the Wicked ever hope, with any good Grounds, for his Aid and A ce: From 
« whence, Friend Fob, we may draw this certain Concluſion ; that thou art not fir: 

&« yirtuous, ſince the Almighty abandons thee to thy Deſpair: And if thou wilt not re- 
« turn to him, inevitable ion is thy Doom: But, on the other Hand, if thou art 


cc convinc'd of thy evil Ways, and art determin'd to amend them, he will reſtore thee to 
t thy former State of Health and Power, encreaſe the Number of thy Friends, aad mul- 
« tiply thy Poſſeſſions to fuch a „chat thy Delight ſhall glow thy Cheeks; 
c and thou ſhalt burſt out into joyful Acclamations. Thoſe who revil'd thee, and curſt 
« thy Habitation, ſhall bluſh for Shame; they ſhall be confounded to ſee thee reſtor d to 
* thy former State of Peace and Proſperity. In the mean Time, inevitable Deſtruction 
<« ſhall efface the wicked Man, and all his impious Progeny”. 5 


» 3 


CHAP. IX. 1 


In this Chapter, Job confeſſes, that the former Part of Bildad's Speech was well conducted, and 
like a truly pious and devout Man adores the ftrift Fuſtice, unerring Wiſdom, and abſolute 
Power of the Almighty : After this, with all Humility, he acknowledges, that be is altogether 
incapable of 4 puzing with his Maker, or juſtifying himſelf in his Preſence ; and for that 
Reafon relies wholly on his infinite Mercy and Goodneſs. However, be boldly aſſerts (in Op- 
Poſition to what bis two Friends had maintain d in the former Chapters) that God Almighty, 
for wiſe and juſt Ends beſt known to himſelf, afflits thoſe who are firiftly virtuous, and bigh 
in his Favcur, as well as thoſe who are abandon d Wretches, and an Abomination to bis 
Sight : And that, on the other Hand, be permits ſome, who indulge them elves in all Man- 
ner of Vices, and are forever offending bim, to meet with Succeſs in all their werldly 


 Undertakings, aud ib to the laſt Moment of their Lives. | 
WHEN Bildad had done, Job reſam'd the Diſcourſe, and made the following Reply. 
What you advanc'd, Friend Bildad, in the former Part of your Harangue, was a 
Maxim too ſelt-evident to need ſuch a long Comment; for I am now, and always was 
el | | F 2 fully 
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. where. is the Phyſician | ry may 
make an Attempt to reſcue the Patient, but muſt be oblig'd to acknowledge their Folly 
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« fully convinc d, that the Almighty never perverts Judgment, and that it is not in the 
„ Power of any Mortal, how ſincere and upright ſoever, to juſtify himſelf before him: 


Should he attempt to clear up a thouſand Objections that might be ſtarted againſt him, F . 
« am very ſenſible, he would find it a very arduous Taſk to acquit himſelf of one. I can aſſure 


* vou, I gdore, with the profoundeſt Humility, God's unerring Wiſdom and infinite 
« Power as well as his impartial Juſtice, and am conſcious to myſelf, that whoever im- 


«. pjouſly preſumes to thwart and oppoſe his Divine Will, will find his Attempts all vain 


« and fruitleſs. When his Wrath is once kindled, the Hills and Woods are thrown at once 


* + BG 


into the Valleys; in a Moment, the moſt maſſy Rocks are rent aſunder: For he is able, 


„ whenever he is willing, to make the Pillars of the Earth ſhake with ſtrong Convulſions, and 
« forſake their Foundation. His Power is no leſs extenſive over the very Heavens. At 

s his Command the Sun is oblig'd to ſtop his, Courſe : The Moon and Stars, if he forbids 
« them, muſt with-hold their Light: By the Word of his Power the Clouds are drawn, like 
«©. a Curtain, over them; and *tis He that gives Laws to the tempeſtuous Ocean. There's 
«©. not a Conſtellation in the Heavens, but in their ſeveral Seaſons are ſubmiſſive to his Or- 


ce 


ders: Not only thoſe that are viſible to us, but thoſe too that are ſituate in the other 


„ Hemiſphere. . I readily acknowledge, what my Friend Eliphaz ſome Time ago advanc'd, 
<« that the Wonders which he pe rforms are as countleſs as the Sands of the Sea, and beyond 


« all Comprehenſion. Notwi ing he ſets them conſtantly before my Eyes, yet tis be- 
“ yond the Reach of py norco Capacity to underſtand them: If he be determin'd to 
« diveit any One of his high Repute, or immenſe Riches, where. is the hardy Mortal 


'« that ſhall withſtand his Power? Who ſhall. dare to demand of him a Reaſon for his 


4% Actions? If, in his e he is determin'd not to withdraw his afflicting Hand, 
ſhall adminiſter. a Cure? Such as are proud and haughty 


« and their Weakneſs by their Diſappointment. What then am I? Can I pretend to 
« ſpeak ? Shall I preſume to ſtate my Caſe, and grapple in Debate with the Almighty ? Can 
« I pretend to ſooth him by all the Arts of the moſt fond Perſwaſion, or hope to overthrow 


« his Arguments? Was my Cauſe ever ſo juſt, is it meet or decent, that I ſhould offer to 


« open my Mouth before him? All that I dare to do, is to beſeech him to temper his Ju- 
„ ſtice with his Mercy: And notwithſtanding I ſhould find Favour in his Sight ſo far, as 


e that he ſhould grant me my Requeſt, yet I couldn't think myſelf entirely ſecure 
from Danger, but ſhould miſtruſt the Joyful News for a delufive Dream : For I am 
« ſtill deeply diſtreſt, am drove, as you _ iainly perceive, to the very Brink of 
« Deſpair ; and tho' I am conſcious to myſelf. of the Commiſſion of no wilful Sin, yet he 
% hath ſhatter'd to Pieces both Me and my Family, like ſo many Trees torn up by a 
_« Tempeſt: Nay, he perſeveres and multiplies his Strokes upon me, notwithſtanding I have 
not given him, to my Knowledge, the leaſt Provocation. N. 


o ſooner is one Blow ſtruck, 
« but another ſucceeds it, that is ſtill more ſharp and violent; inſomuch that Life is become 
« a perfect Burden to me. Should I attack his Throne with all my Might; can I prevail 


« againſt Omnipotence ? Should I appeal to any Judge, and fue for Right ; is there an 


« Superior Court to hear my Cauſe ? Should 1 plead my Righteouſneſs before him; wi 
not the very Juſtification of my Innocence render my Caſe fuſpected, and be a Means 
e of my Conviction? However, were I ever ſo guiltleſs, yet I would not be a Judge in 
« my own Affair. Life is not ſuch an agreeable Thing, as to be worth contending for. 
„All that I maintain, and take upon me to aſſert is this Poſition ; namely, that God Al- 
| þ | : N 5 - * mighty, 


8 
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« mighty, for wiſe Ends and xoſes beſt known to himſelf, be the inno- 


« cent and virtuous Man to ſuffer the ſevereſt Afflictions, as well as thoſe, who are the 


« moſt profligate and abandon'd. of the human Species. When a Lago: viſits a Land, 
« and deſtroys Thouſands in a Moment, the Innocent and Guilty are deſtroy'd without Di- 
. 6 ſtinction: And to convince you, that in the latter Part of your Diſcourſe, your Aſſertion 
_ « is altogether falſe and net 


« fully blinds the Eyes of thoſe who are appointed to be the publicie Miniſters of Juſtice. 


44 If you will not allow what I now affert to be true; Who is the Man, and where! is he, | 
. who deſerves the Title of an impartial Judge? Tho“ I was once as happy A u Heart 


. « could wiſh, yet now my Life rolls on in uninterrupted Woe, like a "Courier on the 
« moſt important Meſſage : No Ship flies faſter before the Wind. The. Eagle doesnt fte 
more ſwiftly from the lofty Mountains to dart upon his Prey. Sometimes, indeed, 
determine within myſelf to forget my Sorrows, to murmur and complain no mote, and 
« to reſtrain my Paſſion; but then that Reſolution proves fruitleſs ; ſince God, I know, 


_<« will ne're pronounce me innocent, nor put an End to 3 If Lam wicked) and 


« the juſt Object of thy Diſpleaſure, it is to no Manner of Purpoſe to vindicate m Den- 
« duct. Were as clean and ſpotleſs in 7 Eyes as the Snow; was there no Blemiſh in 
« my Life and Converſation to my own Knowledge, yet ſtill wouldft thou pl me in 


« an Abyſs of Sorrow, and make my neareſt Relatives deteſt me. For God is not 


« a Man, is not my Equal in Diſpute, that I ſhould hope to overthrow his Rea- 
« ſons. In this Debate between us, who ſhall preſide as Umpire? Who is there to hear all 
« our Arguments and decide the Controverſy between us? As for my own Part, his afflict- 
ing Rod has fallen with that Weight upon me, that I am overaw'd, and durſtn't 
<« ſpeak. Let him but with-hold his Terrors, and make Allowances for human Frailty, then 
<« will I ſpeak my Sentiments with Freedom, and take my Trial with undaunted C bs 
But That alas, is not my happy Caſe ! he exerciſes the Rigour of his Juſtice on me. For 
« which Reaſon, I will ſtill complain as I have done before; fince That alone is leſt to 
<6 mitigate my Sorrows.” | r 2850 ee 


Miſcellaneous Notes on CHAT. IX. 
He is wiſe in Heart, and mighty in Strength : Who. hath hardned himſelf againſt him, and 


hath proſper d? &c. to ver. 10. 


TH ESE Verſes contain a very pagypons, and ſublime Deſcription of God's infinite Wiſdom and 
Power : And here are ſeveral ces. enumerated; and at laſt, a general and ingenuous Con- 
feſſion, that they are numberleſs, and beyond all human Comprehenſion. / TH 
He is wiſe in Heart, i. e. he is infinitely Wiſe, or Wiſdom itſelf. And the Apoſtle St. Paul (in his 
1ſt Epiſt. to Tim. Ch. 1. v. 17.) ſtyles him, the only wiſe. Gad. He not only knows the Nature of 
all Things, but knows how to order and diſpoſe of them to the beſt Advantage. And as he is Wiſdom 
in the Abſtract, ſo he is Mighty in Strength; i. e. His Power is equal to his Wiſdom; inſomuch that 
no created Being, how exalted ſoever, ever did, or ever will be able to oppoſe it with Succeſs. 
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ſo, our Eyes continually: behold,; the Government, of ode 
« Nation or another entruſted to the Hands of ſome wicked, arbitrary Prince, who wil- 


the Pillars of it tremble. He has not done it, it is true, as yet 


| 
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len a b removeth the Mountains, Cc. 
« <& 7 "| . *. 
* ” 11> # k - 7 / Þ ** p 


COME Annotators, indeed, explain this Text in a figurative, or metaphorical Senſe; and inſiff 
that eee of it is, that God in his r, removeth the moſt haughty Monarchs, how 
potent, or reliſtleſs ſoever, they imagine ves to be; and even tho? they be as impregnable, and 
as difficult to be — the higheſt and moſt inacceſſible Mountains; yet we imagine, as the Inſtances 
which follow, ant all produce d in natural Objects, that natural Mountains are here intended: Allowing them, 
—.— ;y to be material Mountains, Interpreters are notwithſtanding divided in their Opinion, in r 
to the _—_— in which the Lord removeth them. Some will have it, that as they are ſubject to Corrup- 
tion, they are remov'd by a gradual Decay; but that cannot be the Senſe of Job, in the Text before us; 
Knee ſuch a Corruption ts fo inſenſible, that it can never be numbred amongſt thoſe Works of God, 


Which ſtrike us at once with a reverential Awe. It muſt import therefore Removal of them 


ſome violent, ſudden, and 


Motion. And this, the Lord ſometimes does by Earthquakes ; 


. — Storms and Ti ; and ſometimes by Fiery Meteors, deſcending from the Clouds. 


{Gays Davis, fal. xcvii. f.) like Mar at the Pr. the Lord. And again, {P/al. 
ci, 32.) Make th on the Earth — op l. TM wow pr ky © oil 5 | 


1 ver. VI. 0 
Which ſbaketh the Earth out of ber Place, &c. 


HIS is a focond . of God's irreſiſtible Power. He can, not only remove Mountains at 
. his Pleaſure s but, if he fees fit, can throw the whole World out of its preſent Poſition, and make 


| , but if he will, he is able to do it, with- 
out the leaſt Controul or Oppoſition, But here it may be aſt d, what are the Pillars of the Earth, or 


where we” Sr be found ? David (in the xxivth P Ver 1, 2: gives adeterminate Anſwer to the 

Zarb ir the Lord's, and the Fuineſt thereof; the Warld, and they that dwell therein: 
For he hath founded it upon the Seas, and eftabliſhed it upon the Floods, As the Earth and Sea conſtitute 
a round Ball, or Globe, the Sea is as much the Pillar of the Earth, as the Earth is the Pillar of the 
Sea. Job, however, in à ſubſequent Chapter, aſſures us, that God hangeth the Earth upon Nothing, 
i. e. there are no vi/ible Pillars to ſupport it; the only real Pillar being the Power of God. 


Which commandeth the Sun, and it riſeth not; and ſealeth up the Stars. 


| to Heaven : And here he ſhews, that the Almighty has the Tame Power over the Cele- 
ial, as the Terreſtial Globe. Some imagine, that Fob ſpeaks here, as in the former Inſtance, only 
of what God can do, not what he ever did. He never actually commanded the Sun not to riſe ; but 
he can do it, whenever  fuits with his Will and Pleaſure. The? this be no bad Interpretation, yet it 


| Jo B aving given us the two former Inſtances of God's Power, his Thoughts now gradually aſcend 
| from | 


may ſtill be carried farther. For tho“ the Text ſaith, it riſech not, we are under no Neceſſity to take 


the Words in a ſtrict Senſe, as if the Sun was ftay'd from making Day at all; but it may denote a ſud- 
den Diſappearance of the' Sun; which to us is the ſame Thing in Effect, as if it never had riſen. And 
in this Senſe, God has ore than once given out his Command to the San not to riſe. A very eminent 
Commentator, in his Obſervations on thi 7 aſſures us, that on the 12th Day of March in the 
Year 1585. ſuch a ſudden Darkneſs fell upon the Earth, that the Fowls of the Air went to rooſt at 
Noon, as if it had been at the Setting of the Sun; and that it was the general Notion among the com- 
mon People, that the Day of Judgment was then at Hand. — Again, it may be underſtood of ordinary 
Eclipſes, which are Diſappearances of the Sun; and tho' they come in a Courſe of Nature, and are by 


' the Judicious foreſeen ſeveral Years before they happen, yet there is Something in them fo awful, that 


We 


* 
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we feel, as it were, God's Omnipotence. Notwithſtanding an Eclipſe of the Sun be no Miracle; yet 
once made a. ſupernatural Eclipſe, and can make another, whenever be ſees convenient. When 

our Bleſſed Saviour was crucified, the Sun in the Heavens, aſham'd to view an AR of ſuch prodigious 

Inhumanity and Injuſtice, conceaPd his Face ; and from the Sixth Hour, that is to ſay, from Noon, 4 

or Mid-Day, there was Darkneſs over all the Land, unto the Ninth Hour; that is, till three in the Af- * 

ternoon, (Matt. xxvii, 45.) And that this was a Miraculous Eclipſe is evident 3 firſt, from its happening | 

at a Time, when it was Fz/!-Moon; which (as we are inſorm'd from Antiquity) caus d a great Philo- - 

ſopher, who neither knew what was doing, nor who was ſuffering at 2 to cry out, either the 

God of Nature ſuffers, or the Frame of Nature is 74 diſſolving. And Secondly, it was Supernatural ; 

- becauſe (as ſome affirm,) it was Univerſal, over all the World; or, according to Others, "which makes 4 
it till more ſtrange, it was only in the Land of Fudza ; all the World belidesenjoying the — the 9 
Sun at that ſurpriſing Conjuncture. — Again, ſome refer this Speech of Job's, to that particular Plague q 
of Darkneſs for three Days in the of Egypt, which they e' was at. that Time freſh in 

3 for tho' God at that Time did not command the Sun to ſtop his riſing upon all Parts df the 

Earth; yet he order'd it not to give Light to the Egyptians, who were the im e Enemies of his 
uliar People. And laſtly, to mention no more, it may be interpreted of an extraordinary Tempeſtuous 
—— 3 that is to ſay, God makes ſuch Storms and Tempe/ts ariſe, and cauſeth ſuch dark Clouds to ob- 
ſcure the Sun, that tis as inviſible as if it never had riſen ; and thoſe Clouds likewiſe ſeal. up the 


Stars, that is, conceal them from human Sight. 3 | 


1 | | 
Ver. VIII. 1 


Which alone ſpreadeth out the Heavens, &c. 5. e, the viſible Heavens, from whence the Sun, - 
Moon, and Stars, emit their ſurpriſing Light. 363 # 


F OR there is the Heaven of Heavens, the peculiar Habitation of God's Holineſs and Glory, which 
were created in the Beginning, that is to fay, with the Angels, when the Earth and lower Heavens 
were without Form and void; and which were never expos'd to human Sight. The viſible Heavens are 


Thoſe which cok wa the xixth. Eſalm) tells us, declare the Glory of God. And as that whole Plalm'is 


compos'd in the exalted Strains, and moſt beautifully paraphras'd by Mr. Addiſor, we doubt not 
but a Tranſcript thereof will be highly agreeable. 7 1 Tal n 
The ſpacious Firmament on high | bill all the Stars that round her burn, 
With all the blue Ethereal Shy, | 4nd all the Planets in their Turn, | | 
And ſdangled Heav'ns, a foining Frame, | | Confirm the Tidings as they roll, © wy | 
Their great Original proclaim: | And ſpread the Trath from Pole. to Pole. $a, 
Th" unwearied Sun Day to Day 2M YE a *s : 
Does — Creater's Pow'r diſplay, © 285 n ME 
Lud pubtiſbes to every Land . What the in folemn Silence a | 
The Work of an Almighty Hand. | | Move round the dark Terreſtrial Ball? 
| II. What tho" nor real Voice nor S e 4% 

4 6: 25 a | Amid thetr radiant Orbs be found ? WER PS or 
Soon as the Ev'ning Shades prevail, In Reaſon's Ear they all rejaice, | | 
ee apt d fox 2 * | o utter forth a glorious Voice: 

nightly to the li ning Fart or ever ſinging as they ſhine 
Repeats the Stary of ber Firth : | | 1 The 23 Divine”. | 
'CHAP. 
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Job, in this Chapter, continues to complain of the inexpreſſible Torments which he ftill labours 


under, and ſeems, indeed, to ſpeak in ſuch Terms, as intimate, that he was treated, at 


lea in bis Opinion, with" too much Severity, without a Cauſe. Whereupon he implores 
' the God of all Mercy to look down with an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion on bis unalterable 


Mas, and to affuage, if be ſees fitting, the Anguiſh of bis Soul. Rt 


« QINCE Life is no become a Burden to me; ſince I can find Nothing to alleviate 
my Pains and Anxieties of Mind, but my Complaints; I will indulge myſelf fo far 
e as to give a Vent to my Paſſion; for I plainly perceive, it is to no purpoſe to ſtruggle 


e with, and ſuppreſs it; tho? tisn't, at the ſame Time, in the Power of Words, to expreſs 


<« the Torments I endure. I will complain therefore to my God: I can refrain no longer. 
« O thou Sovereign Judge and Arbiter of all Mankind! li, me not, I beſeech thee, 
de as if I was an impious, and an abandon'd Creature; One, that deſerves not to breathe upon 


ee the Face of the Earth. Do not, O Lord, expoſe me, by ſuch intolerable Woes, to the 


« Cenſures and Reproach of the Publick, who condemn me at once, as guilty of the moſt 


c enormous Crimes, ſince the Pains I labour under are ſuch, as no one beſides myſelf &er 


«felt before. Can a juſt and gracious God take the leaſt Pleaſure in Oppreſſion? Can he 
% prow.cruel, . and ſhew no Marks, no Igrs at all, of Tenderneſs and Compaſſion ? Can God 
« Almighty, who is my Father, prove ſo unnatural, as to ſhut up his Bowels,. and ſhew no 


„, Affection for his Son? Can he take any Complacency in deſtroying the Works of his 


4 On Hands, whilſt, at the ſame Time, he approves the — of the Wicked, and in- 
4 dulges them in all the ſenſual Enjoyments their Hearts can wiſh for? Has God an Eye of 
« Fleſh? Is his Sight weak and imperfect, as thoſe of Men, that can diſcern Nothing but ex- 
« ternal Objects? Or are his Days and Years like ours, that ſcarce exceed one ſingle Span 


« in Extenſion? Needſt thou make haſte to puniſh me, leſt Death ſhould too ſoon o'ertake me? 


« Ts that the Reaſon thou treateſt me with ſuch ſignal Severity, and that thou art ſo curious in 
« thy Enquiry after my Miſtakes ? Thou, from whom the moſt hidden Secrets can never be 
« conceal'd, well knoweſt, without diſtinguiſhing me thus as the Object of thy Divine Venge- 
«« ance, that I am innocent, that I am no Hypocrite in my Heart; Thou, knoweſt, in a Word, 
« that no one can eſcape. thy Vengeance, and that it is not in the Power of any Man 
« to reſcue me out of thy afflifting Hand: Shouldſt thou therefore deny me thy Aid 


and Aſſiſtance, I am altogether helpleſs, and all my Hopes are vaniſh'd. As thy Hands 
« have faſhion'd every Part of me with ſurpriſing Skill, wilt thou daſh in Pieces a Fabrick 
e ſo exquilitely built, as if thou waſt diſpleas'd with thy own handy-Work ? Need I put 


« thee in Remembrance, that - thou firſt rais'd me out of the Duſt ; that thou didſt mould 
« my Limbs, juſt as the Potter does his Clay, into what Shape he pleaſes? Why then wilt 
e thou, by theſe excruciating Pains, reſolve me into Duſt again? Do I not owe my Being 
c to thee? Didſt thou not collect my ſcatter d Parts together, and form me in my Mother's 
« Womb? Didſt thou not firſt cover my Limbs with Skin, and then with Fleſh ? And didſt 


4 thou not, ſtill farther to ſtrengthen them, fence me with Bones and Sinews ? When thou 


«© hadft done all this for me, didſt thou not bring me into the World, and make me 
6 not only poſſeſs Life, but bleſt me with all the ſweet Enjoyments of it? Long I liv'd in 
| Peace 


* 
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« Peace and Tranquility, and enjoy d a perfect terreſtrial Heaven. Thou doſt remember, 
<« no doubt, how . thou haſt been to me; and I am fully convinc'd, that all the 
40 izing Pains I bear are not inflicted on me without thy Order or Permiſſion. If in 
c hy leaſt I once offend thee, thou takeſt notice of it, and tis'nt in my Power to evade 
„ the Puniſhment that is the juſt Reſult of my Tranſgreſſion. If I prove wicked, thy 
« Vengeance overtakes me; if I be ri fiteous, ſtill I fear they Roger and Reſentment. Con- 
« fuſion and Deſpair diſtract my Soul: Look therefore, Lord, I beſeech thee, with an 
« Eye of Pity on my Diſtreſs, For my Complaints increaſe continually, and every Mo- 


« ment prove an Addition to my Woes. For thou hunteſt me down by Night and Day, 


e juſt as the Lion, that's with Hunger pinch'd, flies thro' the verdant Meads" to ſeize the 
« Fawns. And when I flatter myſelf, that I ſee the End of all my Troubles, then thou 
“ ſendeſt ſtill greater Woes to fill me with Confuſion. ' Freſh Witneſſes of ane 
„ nation riſe up againſt me; thou heapeſt es upon Plagues' to overwhelm me; info- 


« much that my Miſeries are endleſs, and only in their Form. Was for this only . 


5* brought into the World? Didſt thou releaſe me from the Womb for this alone ? Haye 
not I juſt Reafon to wiſh, as I did before, that I had never broke a Paſſage thence,” but 
5 had expir'd before I ſaw one Ray of Light? That no Eye had ſeen me gaſp'my 'laft ? 
« Or, if I had liv'd to fill my Mother's Arms for a few Hours, that 1 had dy'd* by her 
“ Careſſes, and had been carried from my Cradle to my Grave? My Hours, tis true, 
« fly ſwiftly on, and Life will ſoon compleat her Race. Give me therefore, moſt graci- 
& ous God, ſome little Reſpite, and interrupt my Sorrows for one Moment, before m 
conducted to my ſilent Tomb, to the dark Shades of Death, from whence'T never ſhall 
% return: A Region, where tis as dark as can be poſſibly conceiv'd, where Day*Light 
never enters, as here it does, by Turns; where no Order, in the leaſt is ever kept ; 


« and where the Walls, in ſhort, are ſo fenc'd with ſolid Darkneſs, chat tis all but one 


« eternal Night. 


s ” +3 


| 

In this Chapter, Zophar the Naamathite, Job's. third Friend and Viſiter; gives a conciſe Ae- 
count of bis Opinion of the Debate in Queſtion Wherein be, like the Reſt, inſead of en- 
dteavouring to alleviate the Weight of bis Afliftions, and joining with bim in Prayer for 
| ſome Reſpite from his agonizing Pains, chaſtizes bim very warmly for expreſſing himſelf with 


| Irreverence in regard to the Almighty, and charging bim with Partiality and Ijuftice:' 


Here he diſcourſes with his Friend very judiciouſly on the Divine Attributes, and expatiates 
on God's Omnipotence, infinite Wiſdom, and unerring Juſtice ; and having cbarg d bim (as 


before hinted) with talking idly in reſpect to tbe Diſpenſations of Providence, he exborts 


him to repent of bis Preſumption, and io bumble bimſelf before the Almighty ;" promiſing bim, 
upon bis fincere Converſion, that God would give him a happy 1ſue out of all bi; Affttions, 


and reftore him to bis former State of Peace and Tranquility. | 


H Zepbar the Naamatbire (Job's third Friend and Viſiter in his Afflictions) in- 
terpoſes in the Debate, and begins his Addreſſes to him with no ſmall Degree of 
G and 


77 
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and then makeſt uſe of a Flow of Words, that thou canſt ever prevail upon us to declare 


thee Innocent? Shall thy falſe. Allegations. drown. our Reaſon, and oblige us to hold our 
Peace? Shall we ſuffer. dhee, becauſe thou laboureſt under a Load of Afflictions, to talk 
againſt God with Inſolence and Preſumption ? Shalt thou treat us, who came on Pape 
f rn and inſtru Es with ſuch 2 8 wee: Snap hoy exalt t ** 
Uprightneſs and Integrity, and augaciouſl hat God himſelf can find out no 3 

75 6 for his Cenſure Carman thy Conduct ? I humbly implore, however, the 


Dine Majeſty, that he would condeſcend to convince thee of thy Errors! that he would 
_ ** _ interpoſe in this important Debate, and confute thee with his own Mouth! that he would 
_ _ Expole to view the ſecret Stores and Depths of his unerring Wiſdom (which infinitely fur- 


paſſes thy weak Penetration) in theſc, {Vere Diſpenſations of his Divine Providence; and 
demonſtrate to the, beyond all Contradiction, that notwithſtanding he ſhould ſtill add to thy 
Afflictions, he would be. infinitely juſt and gracious! Is it in thy Power, thinkeſt thou, 
. after all thy /profolindeſt Reſearches, to account for the Judgments of the Almighty ? Canſt 
thou, Tg yas entertain any adequate Idea of the conceal'd Views of his Over- 
ruling Proyidence? The Attempt. to comprehend, his Conduct, or to pry into the ſecret 
Councel of | his Mind, would be as fruitleſs and ineffectual, as to take the exact Dimenſions 
af the Heavens, or to fathom the Depths of the Infernal Regions. Tho' the Earth and 
the Ocean are doubtleſs very extenſive, yet they have their reſpective Limitations; the 
"Reaſons of God Providence, however, are boundleſs. If God ſhou'd think fit to cut a 
Whole Nation from off che Earth, or ſhould ſhut up ten thouſand miſerable Captives into 
Dungeons; if he ſhould, on the other Hand, condeſcend to releaſe them from their Chains, 
or to eaſe a Nation that is harraſs d and fatigu'd, who ſhall preſume. to ſtart Objeftions 
againſt his Conduct, or to charge him with any Act of Injuſtice? For he knows the 
Raſbneſs and Folly of Mankind, and can expoſe their iniquitous: Practices, however ſecret 
and conceal'd; nay, he can diſcover the very Thoughts of their guilty Hearts, and reveal 
their Errors. Notwithſtanding thou mayſt boaſt indeed of thy Righteouſneſs, and mayſt 
 Yaiply declare chyſelf innocent, and free from Sin; yet he can diſcern the Hypocriſy that 
"Turks within thee ; and if fo, canſt thou imagine, that he will ſtand unconcern'd, and not 
puniſh or correct his Creatures for the Errors of their Ways? Shall vain, deſpicable Man 
preſume to cenfure or acquit the Almighty ſince he is as void of Underſtanding, eſpe- 
cially in regard to Things of a Divine Nature, and as dull and ſtupid as the wildeſt Aſs? If 
then thou wouldeſt act the Part of a wiſe and prudent Man, leave off theſe raſh Contentions 
with thy Maker, and betake thyſelf to Prayer and Supplications. — If thou art guilty of 
any. known'Sin,' tho ever ſo ſecret and. conceal'd from the Eyes of thy Neighbours, chaſe 
it from thy Heart; and if thy Family are diſorderly and diſſolute, ſtudy how to bring 
about a ſpeedy Reformation: For then thou ſhalt ere& thy Face to Heaven with Chear- 
fulneſs, and in Times of Danger, ſhalt ſtand unmov'd : Thou ſhalt then diſſipate all th 
Fears, and blot out of thy Remembrance all thy paſt Misfortunes z or at leaſt thou ſhale 
reflect on them, as on Waters only that are run away, and will no more return. The Re- 
_— 3 Days. | __ 25394 _— glorious ow the —— in his "— Splendor ; 
and more ſerene, and fairer the Morning, Notwithſtanding any impending Danger 
threatens thee, thou ſhalt be fearleſs and ſecure ; becauſe there i” Mike Thee. Ah Al- 
mighty will ſhelter and protect thee : If thou diggeſt a Well of Water for thy Flocks and 
Herds, thou ſhalt ſee them partake of it in Peace, ſecure either from Beaſts of Prey, or 
from the Hands of the Spoiler: Thy Habitation ſhall be undiſturb'd : And when _ 
he: SI 4 | leſt 


to reſt, no 0 den Alive Delt ige thee... Thy 

— — court thy Friendſhip, 'and make their A 
under the Vida of y Protection. It ſhall not, however, 
Unſufferable > Wor Gott cri them ; they ſhall cry; loud: for" 


ſhall relieve them ; as a Blaſt of Air, all their Hope ſhall vaniſh ; indo is the Almighty 
that denounces War 'agiini way win Ball: ccline" een 1 
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| | Becauſe thou fol forget thy Miſery, and remnber_ it o« Waters that poſs way. We 1 I 
The following Lines from Dr. Trung, r term a alu Parphraſ . 7 


Life glider away, Ks MCs, ©] That Lift is like a Ve ed "7198 

For ever changing, unperceiv'd the Goes Ie Life 4 WE down the = ard! 

In the ſame Brook none ever bath'd bim twice: | + ! 344 Of ime deſcend, but not. on Time intent ; bas n | 

To the ſame Life none ever twice awoke. 3, Fer d, unconſcious 29 the e * ds * 

We call the Brook the fame ; 3 the Same we ink © Till on @ fu 1 | 

Our Life, the' flill more rapid in its Flow; [e fart, ** "nk avbat ſer we there # HI iy | 
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In this Chapter, we how Job's Reply to Zophar's a bs his be bart all Three 
bis Vifiters with a partial Regard for their own Wiſdom, whith,wwas notwithſtanding 
ſhamefully deprav'd, that it bad not ſo much as taught them how Peu. common Pity 5 
Compaſſion for their Neighbours. in Diſtreſs. After this, he intimates, that be bad no Occa- 
on to apply to them for Iuſtruction; but that they ought rather to open their Eyes, and be 
convinc'd of the Fallacy ſo apparent in that daſt Propofition of ' Zophar*s, with | reſpet® to 

the inexpreſſible Calomitie of the Ungodly ; fince it was obvious to Senſe; that the Wicked tas _ _ 
* frequently led a Life of uninterrupted Peace and Tranquility : From" thence he proceeds 1% ſhow © 

| the unerring Wiſdom' and Fuftice of God in the Government e, all Tempora! Affairs ; * and 
particularly, in permitting Some to be proſperous and happy; whilſt 'Others' are overtwbelm'd 
with Cares and Troubles; in exalting one Man, and t ae W * it Ns 
moſt meet to bis own good Will and Pleaſure. | 


Na ſooner had Zophar concluded his Harangve, but Fob reſum d the Argument; and ; 


made the following Replication. You imagine, I preſume; that there are no-Perſons 

ual Wiſdom! and Penetration with yourſelves ; inſomuch that were you once dead, 
. would reign unmoleſted, and Folly gain univerſal Empire: Be not, however, ſo 

very vain and ſelf- conceited; you have Underſtanding, and ſo have I; neither are my Intel- 

aw in any reſpect inferior to yours: n Ka let his Capacity be ever ſo weak, 

a 2 but 
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but. might have diſcouts'd/as profoundly on the Topicks at preſent under Conſideration as 
2 done. I am not ſo . ſtupid, but I can clearly diſcern your ſecret Pride, 
' wich an Air of Deriſion and Contempt, you are pleas'd to bid me call upon God, 
that he may anſwer me. This, however, is no novel Caſe: The moſt innocent and 
| | upright Men have met with the ſame inſolent and imperious Treatment. He, who could 
ones boaſt of ls Riches and Preferments, but is reduc'd to the loweſt Ebb of Fortune, 
5 notwithſtanding he might be eſteem'd whilſt his Lamp burnt freſh and bright, is deſpis'd 
1 when that Light only, glimmers, and is juſt. expiring. This, however, is the common 
be Lot of the Righteous;* whilſt the Wicked live in an uninterrupted Series of Affluence and 
F Eaſe. Even thioke who are Tyrants and Oppreſſors, and provoke God daily, . heap up 
Riches, and live ſecure from all manner of Harms; the ee confers his Favours 
upon them with a laviſh Hand, and makes no viſible: Diſtinction, in point of his Rewards, 
between the Juſt and the Unjuſt. We need have recourſe no farther than to the Beaſts of 
the Field, and the Birds of the Air to diſcover how the Wicked flouriſh. The Earth pro- 
F duces her Fruits in Abundance for their Uſe, and the Fiſh of the Sea are daily at their 
_ Service. Who is there ſo illiterate and ſenſeleſs as not to perceive: thereby, that all this 
E happens thro God's own-Permiſſion'and Appointment, who has an indiſputable Right over 
the whole Creation? As the Palate can ns, gory what is ſweet from what is bitter; and 
4 das the Ear can perceive the Harmony or Diſcord of any Sounds; ſo can the Mind diſtin- 
guiſh between Truth gad Falſhood : And as we advance in Years, one would imagine at 
” "x leaſt, that we ;ſheul reaſe in Knowledge. But what is our 1 when com- 
a par'd* with Omniſeience? And as God's Knowledge is infinite, ſo liKewiſe is his Power; 
and tis impoſſible for him either to err in his Judgment, or be diſappointed in his De- 
F ©  figns. When he once demoliſhes and overthrows a Building, all the Art of the moſt ſkilful 
2 Architedts will be incapable" of repairing it; when he plunges any Man into 'a Sea of 
| Troubles, and overwhelms him with Diſeaſes, no Phyſician, how judicious ſoever, can re- 
- ſtore him to his Health. If he be pleas'd to with-hold the Rain, the Earth is ſoon parch'd, 
and- the Waters themſelves are dried up: And on the other Hand, when he opens the 
- Windows of the Heavens, the impetuous Torrents either break down, or overflow the 
ſtrongeſt Banks. Wm and Strength are his: The Subtlety of the Deceiver, and the 
Weakneſs and Want of Diſcretion in the Perſon deluded, are equally known to him: 
He puzzles and confounds the moſt learned Judges, and defeats the Councils of the 
ableſt Stateſmen; inſomuch that they are incapable of ſupporting the Intereſt of their re- 
ey ſpective Princes, who through their Mal-Adminiſtration are diveſted of their Royal Robes, 
and ſometimes faſt bound in Fetters. Their Favourite-Miniſters are likewiſe carried away 
| Captives with them; nor can the moſt formidable Armies they can poſſibly raiſe be able to 
defend or redeem them: He fruſtrates the moſt eloquent and artful. Speeches that can be 
made in their Favour, and takes away from the moſt eminent Sages all their Policy and 
| eee Their illuſtrious Extraction and extenſive Benevolence ſignify nothing, 
and are perfe 1 He diſſolves the ſtrongeſt Alliances that their Friends can 
enter intb for the Maintenance and Support of their Intereſt. The all- ſeeing Eye of the 
Almighty diſcovers the deepeſt and darkeſt Counſel; there is no Plot, however ſecretly 
4 contriv'd, but God brings it to Light. All the Nations of the Earth (as well as their So- 
vereigns) are entirely at his Diſpoſal: When he thinks fit, he extends their Territories, 
and again contracts, and reduces them into a narrower Compaſs, at his Pleaſure. When his 
Anger is kindled the moſt intrepid Warriors turn Cowards, and ſhew all the Marks of 


Terror 
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SE oo aud tern, Godt I 
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re about, as in a Labyrinth, and have no more Prudence 


or Forecaſt in the Meaſures ue, than thoſe who are y blind: They are 
intoxicated, in a Word, when Aae fevukes _ and reel about like Men diſ- 
nd in 1 | F; * 43% favs, Ren 27 «+ ” | H . pits me 
wh 23232 Wares on off ar. XI. 
Malo i e m. 


5 1 bave Undofanding a5 well e 1 am not infrie . 


ROM this Pa we ma learn, that Self- auf. an Emergency, is no Breach of Mo 
F deſty, but e * iſe-worthy. Tho rr of Scripture, it is true, is this) Let 
another Man praiſe thee, and not thine own Mouth; a Stranger, and not thine own Lips: And tho” 
the Apoſtle S4. aul ſays, not he that commendeth himſelf i is approved; z yet Self. Commendation, when 
Men revile us, and utter malicious Speeches to inſult and expoſe us, is 7 Joubtleſs defenſible ; we may, 
in that Caſe, without the Imputation of being vain-glorious, do ourſelves Juſtice, and give ourſelves 
that due Praiſe which our Enemies artogantly, and with Injuſtice deny us; nay" ſometimes,” Wen the 
Honour of God is concern'd in the Caſe, it is àa Duty incumbent” on us to ſtand up boldly: in our 
own Defence. And notwithſtanding the abovemention'd Rule laid down by St. Paul, that very Apo- 
ſtle himſelf vindicates his own Character, in very high Terms,” and in more Places chan one. In his 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians (Ch. vii. 40.) he 2 ys, 1 think I have the Spirit of God ; that i is, in other 


Terms, tho* ſome what more modeſtly 'd, I am fully convine d, N no Reaſon in the 
to doubt, but that I have the Spirit of God. 80 again in his Epiſtle to the Philippians, he fays, : 
any Man hath wherein to boaſt, I much more. In order, however, to ive a z/ as it wete, to 


this Self- Applauſe, he acknowl at the ſame. Time, that he is leſs than the lagſt of all Saints: 
And to mention no more, in his ſecond 2 to the Corinthians (Ch. xi. 5.) he ſays, I ſuppoſe, 


was not a whit behind the very chiefeft * which is Ln eee with ob's Language 
in the Text, 1 am not N to the cle, f you all, Pu? 5 9 
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Job, in the former Part of this Chapter, perſiſts in s aſſerting, that his own ; Underſtanding was 

no ways inferior to thoſe of his Friends, who took, as be imagin d, too great a Freedom in 
their Reprehen/ions ; and aſſures them, that God Almighty was no ways pleas'd: with Thoſe 
who defended bis Providence by laying down falſe and erroneous Dottrines. From it bence 
he proceeds to a warm Vindication of his o Uprightneſs and Sincerity, and makes his 
ſolemn Appeal to God upon that Occafion. In the Conclufion, be ' expoſftulates with the Di- 
vine Majeſty on account of the Severity Ma bis Sufferings, which: be intimates to be more 
grievous then 'bis Crimes deferv'd. HF an 1 


+ 


peat mean and 8 Opinion you may have conceiv'd of me. (con- 

ues Fob) I have advanc'd nothing but what I have either obſerv'd' myſelf, or 

_ I — been credibly inform'd by others; and what, at the fame Time, I have 
found to be moſt infallibly true: From whence you may p plainly perceive, that I had very 
whe ae for wk ſaid, when I told you, that I imagin'd my own Underſtanding 


to 


to be no way” 


I have to offer in my on Vindication. © Will you plead for the Almighty after the moſt 


ſophiſtical ments to juſtify 
his Conſtructions on 
his Over-ruling Providence? Is his Caſe ſo deſperate, that he ſhould want your Aſſiſtance? 
Or do you hope to the Divine Majeſty by doing me a manifeſt Injuſtice ? Do you 
fondly. imagine, that ſhould condeſcend to examine into what you have advanc'd 


eannot ſure be ſo thoughtleſs, as to one, — fulſome Adulations can have any 


better than a heap of Rubbiſh, of no manner of Value. Hold your Peace therefore, an 
do not interrupt me; I will caſe myſelf of the unſufferable Load I labour under by my 
Complaints, let the Iſſue prove what it will. As I am conſcious to myſelf of my Inno- 
cence, I can never be prevaild on to think, that God Almighty will look on the Frailties 
of my Nature, and other Imperfeftions as mortal Sins, or Crimes of the blackeſt Dye: And 
for that Reaſon, it is ſtill ſurpriſing to me, that I ſhould endure ſuch unutterable Woes, and 
be expos'd to ſo many Dangers. You may depend upon it, that I will never forgo this 
Plea ; and notwithſtanding 1 was drove to the very Brink of Deſpair, and was juſt at the 
Point of Expiration, yet ſtill wou'd I truſt in him, and maintain my Innocence and Since- 
rity. of Heart. And ſure Iam, that God himſelf would clear me, and approve my Plea ; 
for I never was guilty of the Sin of Hypocriſy with which you have all fo unjuſtly tax'd 
me; nor will any falſe. Accuſations brought againſt me be admitted when my Cauſe comes 
to be tried at his Tribunal. Once more I beg of you not to interrupt me, but liſten to 
What I have to offer with Attention: Take notice, I beſeech you, that I am fo far from 
 endeavouring artfully to wave, or put off my Trial, that I have form'd a Proceſs againſt 
myſelf: And as I am fully convinc'd of the Goodneſs of my Cauſe, I am firmly per- 
ſuaded, that I ſhall be acquitted with Honour. If there be any one who has the. leaſt 
Article to lay to my Charge, let him ſpeak boldly, and Pl as boldly make my Anſwer ; 
for I muſt be void of feeling indeed was I to be filent on this Occaſion, The Reproaches 
of my Friends and the afflicting Hand of the Almighty oblige me to utter my Complaints 
and it my God would but withdraw his heavy Hand, and mitigate my Pains that I might 
attend my Trial, and would hear my Cauſe without terrifying me by the Exertion of his 
$1 Power 


© Pith Ons nvarions. 7 47 
ower and Glory; then ſhould I be d at my Arraignment;” then would I uſe 
5 utmoſt Endeavours to defend my e: Or if he would condeſcend to hear me 
ſpeak, he would, I doubt not, moſt graciouſly acquit me. 1 will boldly. aſſert, that my 
rimes are not of that heinous Nature, or of that deep, Dye, as my pretended Friends 
too. cruelly fi : What Iniquities I am guilty of are unknown. to me and if I have 
allow'd myſelf in any known Sin I will acknowledge the Guilt boch with Shame and Sor- 
row. Why then, O Lord, am I thus afflicted ? Why doſt thou thus contend with me, 
who am but a worthleſs Worm? What Honour canſt thou poſſibly get by "exerting thy 
Almighty Power againſt One, who is no more able to make any Refiſtance againſt it, chan 
is a Feather, or the Leaf of a Tree, to withſtand the Wind which. drives them td and fro 
at pleaſure ; or than the dry Stubble is to. reſiſt the Fire which in a Moment conſumes it. 
Thou indicteſt me as > Male , and. writeſt the moſt terrible Deerees againſt me: Thau 
miſheſt me now for the unguarded Sins which I committed when I was, by reaſon of 
Youth, ſcarce able to diſcern what was Good from Evil: Thou layeſt my fetter d Limb 
Priſon; and takeſt a very ſevere and ſtrict Survey of all my Paths: Thou purſueſt cloſe 
at my very Heels, and vieweſt evety F with an all- ſearching Eye, in order to find 
out ſome juſt Grounds of Complaints againſt me, and juſtify my Condemnation. My Bones, 
in ſhort, are rotten, r ts 6 NR is eaten by the Moths. - + 
Miſcellaneous "Notes on GH AN. XIII. 
nc FOR DID. ; Fi Ver. XIV. 1 rand ee titten en 
n rn: e eee br a 7 
© Wherifor do I tat- my Flgh in my Teeth, and put my Life in nine in , 
| | F "7 i 6 % en rigs r feds 
THERE are various Expoſitions of this Te rt. „ _ 
He fays, in the preceding Verſe, that he is determin'd to ſpeak, let the Conſequence. be what it 
will. And here he intimates, as ſome think, that he is neither poſſeſs'd with the Spirit of Rage, nor 
455 to Deſpair, but is reſoly'd to plead his Cauſe with God, and put his whole Truſt and Confidence 
in him. | 1 2 
Some, again, imagine, that the Devil had tempted Fob to Deſpair, and that thereupon he dire his 
Diſcourſe to him here in the following Terms. Why art thou, Satan, ſuch an implacable Enemy ? 
Why doſt thou thus endeavour to drive me to Deſpair Why wouldſt thou have me renounce m 
God? Why doſt thou provoke me to behave like a Madman, by taking my Fleſh in my Teeth, 
mean, by laying violent Hands on my ſelf, and by that Means putting an End to a miſerable Life, in 
direct Violation of all Laws both human and divine. An de wat Oh, 2h RS 
Other Interpreters look on theſe Words as an Enquiry into the Reaſon or Cauſe of bis inſupport- 
able Afflictions. As if he had faid; Why am I reduc'd to this deplorable Extremity; and * upon 
ſuch ſevere Trials? For what Reaſon am I conftrain'd (as it were) through my agonizing Pains, to 
ſeek for Eaſe, and a Releaſe from my complicated Sorrows, by tearing my own Fleſh, e If my 


Geſtures or Expreffions are extravagant, my Afflictions, which are the ſole Cauſe of them, are too 
great for me to bear, Such is the Anguiſh of my Soul, that I either do I know not what, or that 
which I am conſcious to my ſelf ought never to be done. OY | : rs 

There are Some again take the Text in the following Senſe ; and make them directed to his Friends, 
as a Denial of that reſtleſs and impatient Frame of Mind with which they had charg'd him. You 
imagine, that I behave like one depriv'd of his Senſes, or one that is driven to the very Brink of 
Deſpair ; but you put a very wrong Conſtruction on my Conduct. Why ſhould I be thought to act 
ſo raſhly, and ſo unbecoming one, who puts his whole Truſt and Confidence in God, as I can aſſure 
you, Ido? Nay, tho? I ſhould fink under the Weight of my Afflictions, ſtill will I put my Tor in 

— | Mm, 
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bim. I complain, indeed, of che agonizing Pains: and Sorrows with which I am overwhelm'd,” but 
1 don't complain, or murmur at God's Proceedings againſt me. Far be it from me to charge him with 
the leaſt Act of Injuſtice tow'rds me: That Truſt and Confidence which I repoſe in him will never 
permit me to entertain ſo impious a Thought... | 94 lg 

© Others think, that Fob, in chis Interrogatory, refers to his own Weakneſs and Decay of Strength. 
As if he had faid: I am ſo far waſted, and my Spirits are ſo far exhauſted, that T' am reduc'd to a 
mere Skeleton; I am nothing but Skin and Bones: And thus they take theſe Words to carry the ſame 
_ _ gs neee of his, in the'20th' Verſe of the 19th. Chapter, namely, 7 am eſcaped with 
ie Itin of my Teeth. 1 2 nee #2 isi: S8 5 
| X Some _ this Conſtruction on the Words, viz. Why ſhould I be cruel to myſelf ? You imagine, that 
i I am 'regardleſs of what becomes of me; that I am paſt all Hopes of Amendment: But you ate 
| "miſtaken; I am hot reduc'd fo low as yet, and I am firmly perſuaded I never ſhall, 1 
3 f I T ſhall mention but one Expoſition more, which I conceive to be as natural a Senſe of the Words, 
E as any hitherto given; namely, Why art thou thus reftleſs and impatient, O my Soul? Does this De- 
become thee? Or doſt thou now walk by that Rule of Obedience, which thou art taught 

| by the Afiions thou now labourſt under Doſt thou now a& the Part of the patient Man ? Is this 
thy Acquieſcence in, and Reſignation to the Divine Will? y art thou caſt down, O my Soul? And 
— art thou thus diſquicted within \me ? 11 thou in God. — In my Paraphraſe, however, of this 
3 Verſe, the Reader will eaſily perceive, that I have kept Dr. Patrick in my View. | | 
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| H E RE Job's Faith is triumphant over all his Afflictions. The Integrity and Greatneſs of his Heart, 

I his Intrepidity, his Contempt of the World, and his Longing, in ſhort, after Immortality, are 
all included in this glorious Declaration. As if he had ſaid ; I plainly perceive, that God has determin'd 
to take away my Life: But What if he does? Do you imagine, that I have nothing left to hope for 
farther? Yes; I can put my Truſt in him for Favours beyond the Grave. If he ſhall think fit to 
deſtroy my Body, I am fully convinc'd, that he will ſave my Soul. Death itſelf ſhall not diſmay me. 
I will hope in Goa, and he will reward my Truſt and Confidence in him with eternal Felicity. | 
- This heroic Intrepidity of a juſt good „is ſo nobly ſet forth by Horace, tho' an Heathen Poet, 
that we cannot forbear tranſcribing the paraphraſtical Tranſlation of it by the late celebrated Mr. 
Addiſon, which is juſtly deem'd equal to the univerſally. admir'd Original. 1 neg 
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2144 3 i 15 8 8 Horat. Lib. III. Ode III. 
The Man reſolv'd, and to bis Truft, The flubborn Virtue of his Soul can move; | 
1 Inflexible 2 4% and ee Juſt * | N he red Arm ＋ angry Jove, 
May the rude Rabbles  Inſolence deſpiſe, That flings the Thunder from the Shy, 
Their ſenſeleſs Clamours, and _ Crees : And gives it Rage to roar, and Strength to fly. 
_ The Tyrants Fierceneſs be beguiles, © | 0 . 
ad the fern Brow, un: oF barks Voice defies, Should tbe whole Frame of Nature round him break, 
"Had with fateriee G 6 fantles In Ruin and Confuſion hurPd; 
n ng | 44 1 N He, unconcern'd, won bear the mighty Crack, 
Nes the rough Whirkwind that deforms And fand ſecure amidft a falling World. 
Adria's black Gulpb, and wexes it with Storms, W App1son. 
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Job (in this Chapter). begs ef God for ſome Alleviation of his Sorrows, fince the Life of Man 
1. but © „ and that too attended with a Variety of Troubles; and more eſpecially, 
... fence, when Death comes, which muſt come 16 there is no Return from the Grave; no 
* yearly Revival, as there. is of Plants. In the latter Part of the Chapter, be produces bim- 
 » ſelf as a very.remarkable Inſtance of thoſe Calamities to which Mankind are ſubje# ; and 
.. then .implores the Divine Majeſty to look down with an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion an the 

_ deplorable Condition to which, from a State of Affiuence and Eaſe, be was unbappih reduc'd. 1 


Othing is more certain than that Man, when once he is born, muſt reſign his Life in a 
V few Years: And as he cannot poſſibly live long; ſo thoſe Days which he does 
number are ſubje& to a Variety of Troubles. He may very aptly be compar d to a Flower 
in the Field, which appears very gay and beautiful, tis „for a few Hours; but then 
in the Evening, withers and decays ; or otherwiſe, he may with equal Propriety be liken'd. 
to a Shadow on a Dial, which never ſtands ſtill one Moment, but is poſting away with 
the utmoſt ition. Wilt thou then, O God, regard Man ſo far as to contend in 
Judgment with him? Wilt thou ſummon him before thy awful Tribunal, and Sen- 
tence of Condemnation upon him, as thou haſt upon me? Man, being form'd from the 
Duſt of the Earth, muſt needs be frail ; for is it poſſible, that any Thing can exceed, or 
be more perfect than the Original from whence it derives its Being? But, upon the Sup- 
poſition that Man was a more conſiderable Creature than in reality he is; yet, ſince there is 


an appointed Time for every one to die; and fince it is not in the Power of any Man to. 


prolong his Days one Moment, when the Time prefixt is come, one would think, that 
thou wouldſt not harraſs and torment him in ſo grievous a Manner, during that ſhort Space, 
but let him enjoy it in Peace and Tranquility, till Death ſhall kindly call him away, which 
Summons bell obey with as much Pleaſure, as the N receives the Payment of his 
Wages, when he has accompliſh'd his daily Labours. And when the Hour of Death is 
once come, there are much more Hopes of a Tree, than there is of Man; for ſuppoſing 
the Tree be cut down to the very Roots, yet the Body will, in proceſs of Time, grow up 
again, and ſhoot forth new Branches : Nay, notwithſtanding the Root appears to wither, 
and dye in the Ground for want of proper Moiſture, yet, when it comes once to be well 
water d, it will bud again with as much youthful Vigour, as if it had been newly planted : ' 
But Man, when once dead, diſſolves, and crumbles into Duſt ; and there is no one fo ſkil- 
ful as to teunite the ſeparate Particles, and reſtore them to their priſtine Form. Tho' Lakes 
and large Rivers may be dried up for a Time; yet the Winter will reſtore thoſe Waters; 
the Snow and Rain will repay the Damages ſuſtain'd by the Summer-Sun ; if, on the other 
Hand, thy vital Streams, O Man, once quit their purple Channel, they ne'er will be ſup⸗ 
ply'd with freſh Recruits; if once, in ſhort, thou art laid low in the ſilent Grave, there 
t thou ſleep, and never wake again, till the Heavens themſelves ſhall be no more. O, 
that I was hidden in ſome hollow, gloomy Cavern, or other Place as ſafe, and filent as 
the Grave, till theſe black Storms of Wrath are overpaſt! O, that the Almighty wou'd 
ſet a certain Time for my Departure, and not revoke it! O, that he wou'd put a Period to 


my Afflitions! And ſhould he vouchſafe to deliver me, then, notwithſtanding 


there are 


*till the happy Day inted for my Change ſhall come. Speak but the O Lord, 
and my Sorrows ſhall be remov*d : Thou wilt ſufely have ſome Regard the Works 
| of. thine own Hands; tho? at preſent, indeed, thou ſeemeſt to ſearch with a watchful Eye 
into every falſe Step I have taken throughout the whole Courſe of my Life; and to c. 
ect me with the utmoſt Severity for all my Back-ſlidings : Thou lodg'd my 'Tranſ- 


haſt 
effions in the Store-houſe of thy Memory, as wealthy Men ſeal up their | 
Bags; not one ſingle Fault, not ſo-much as a raſh Word, or even a Tho is om 
nor doſt thou forget to add the impending Puniſhment. As the molt lofty taihs, 
once. they are torn by Tempeſts, fill the Valleys with their Ruins, and can never 
towfing Heads again as the moſt maſly Rocks, When once remov'd by any 
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tho* their Summits reach'd the Skies before, lie forever buried in the In a ord, 
as the hardeſt Stones, when worn by a perpetual Flood of Waters, never mote repair 
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geber enjoys the Pleaſures of this Life again ; he lies mouldring in the Duſt, and Hifes 


once dies, lies for ever hopeleſs in the filent Grave; or, whilſt in the Land of the Living, 
is ſubject every Hour, not only to Pains in his Fleſh, but what is ſtill much worſe, to An- 
gviſh and Anxiety of Mind. e e 
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. Eliphaz, in this Chapter, reſumes the Controverſy with much more Warmth than be Aid before ; 
being ſomewhat exaſperated, that Job ſhould think ſo | hight 1 bi; ous Nee, as ts 
: TRS 0 


treat the Exhortations of his Friends with ſuch viſible Comempt. He bere cburges 
Job with refletting. on the Almighty as partial and 50 be aſſerts, as be did before, that 
_ notwithſtanding the Ungodly may prove proſperous and ſucceſofu 775 a Time, yet God puniſhes 
©, them ſeverely tven_ in this Life, for their Evil Conſciences, like Apparitions, haunt theyh 
©: whereer they go. In the Concluſion, be deſcribes, in a very Rhetorical Manner, the Vengeance 


*. 


| which God Almighty fer the maſt part takes on ſuch as delight in Tyranny and Oppreſien. 


THEN Elphaz, the Temanite, exaſperated with Job's bitter Reproaches, reſum'd the 
'_ Diſcourſe once more, and faid : Should a wiſe Man, as you pretend to be, entertain 
us with ſuch empty Diſcourſes, and vent your pernicious Principles with ſuch Heat and 

Fury ? Is*this your boaſted Knowledge, that teaches you to pour out ſuch a Flow of Words 
to no manner of Purpoſe ? Did I ſay to no Purpoſe; I ſhould have ſaid indeed, to a 19 


evil one: For, if your Aſſertion was grounded upon Truth, then all that Reverence whic 
is due to Religion is entirely loſt. Should God Almighty chaſtize the Righteous as wel 
as the Wicked without Diſtinction, ho would pay him that Tribute of Adoration he re- 
quires? Who would ſing Hymns of Praiſes and givings. to his holy Name Your 
irreli- 


With O 38 E R V ** ons. 1 5 1 i? 1 | 


Mains ns ding 7 an frm pong pouring our hs Complintz 0 im. in - i 
1 —.— your irreverent rol ng Inzquity ; your unca 
has now . Hypoerite. of needleſs to _— 
dence. againſt Err 5 
Are you the that was firſt created? Or was ou alive before. the World had. any 
Exiſtence ? Was you admitted into the ſecret Cou of the Almighty, that you ould 
ans yay imagine yourſelf wiſer than all Mankind beſides? In what oh OR are 
perior to us? What Mines of Knowledge have you found out, that are to us un- 
e and long Experience can produce Wiſdom, there are ſome amongſt us 
who are much than your Father. Why then do you diſregard thus that Joy and 
Comfort, which, with God's Permiſſion, we have offer d you on your ſincere tance ? 
Or have you any ſecret Conſolations of your own to which we are perfect Strangers ? 
What Motives ſhould induce you to entertain ſuch an exalted Opinion of your owp Un- 
„ and to treat your Friends with ſuch an Air of Contempt? Surely 50 57 Pre- 
ſumption Is great, that thus you dare to diſhonour your Maker, and impeach his Provi- 
dense Wha, alas is Man, de he ſhould yainly imagin ain him 0 be Wee guilt 
lk? Why, 00.94 ws. yay hun pap 0. your.09. nee Why will you thus, audaciouſly: v 
our Proceedings, and complain, as you do, that God is partial and alt? Re- 
Js.” a Fob, i 4 I 1 ou ſore Time ſince, that the Bleſſed Angels themſelves can- 
not ſtand the Teſt of his all- Ms nor are the Heavens, or the brighteſt Inhabitants 
thereof, perfectly pure in his Si If ſo, then what a loathſome, monſtrous Creature 
' muſt Man appear E e e e World; ſince he is naturally as much in- 
. Man that is dropſical longs for more Liquor to appeaſe his Thirſt ? 
If ylaa-will bus Had an attentive Ear to what I have to offer, I will aſſert but what 
es; what the wiſeſt of Men, and their Fathers before have 
obſerv'd, and re to their Children; and they too Perſons of no mean 
Character, but on the contrary, ſuch as have had whole Countries entruſted to 2 Car 
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him in an Inſtant, and cruſh him to 

| | in the Gratification of all his unrul 

ites; is haug | and has not the Fear of God before his Eyes; 
has taken Poſſeſſion of whole Cities that he had plunder'd and laid waſte; and 


2 
fes 


52 The HISTORY of JOB, 
Habitations as the lawful Owners have quitted thro his The immenſe Treaſures, 
however, that he has amaſs'd by ſuch Acts of Violence be but of little Service to him; 

- "God will ſoon humble him, and diveſt Nm of ll br Poe he may project great Things, 

indeed, but ſhall never be able to accompliſh his Deſigns. When his Troubles once come 

7 him, they ſhall conſume him, like a devouring Fire, and never ceaſe, till he and 

his whole Progeny ſhall be totally deftroy'd. ogy oo boys ors eee 
and the Breath of his Noſtrils ſhall conſume him. Now that is tempted to purſue 

ſuch evil Courſes, be forewarn'd, by ſuch an Example, not to put his Confidence in un- 
certain Wealth and Grandeur; fince all their Promiſes are deceitful, and their End is Vani- 
and Diſappointment. He ſhall meet with Misfortunes when he is leaſt 1 of 
m, and ſee his Children's Ruin and Deſtruction, as _ = © Bate > ſhall 
pe before their Time, like the Grape that is unripe; they ſhall die in their Bloom, 
juſt as the Olive-Blofſoms are driven off by a Storm of Hail, or ni nip p'd by a hoary Froſt : 

If ungodly Men have ever ſuch numerous Families, not a Soul of them ſhall eſcape; the 

Divine Vengeance ſhall overtake the Spoiler, and throw down the coſtly Buildings that he 

has erected by Rapine and Plunder. And this Puniſhment of the Tyrant is doubtleſs very 

juſt, ſince he aims at nothing but Miſchief and if one Frohes fails, * invents 8 80 
to ruin and deſtroy his 8 | 


a 9 4 * o * * 
o * * 
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.CHAP. XVI. 


3 this Chapter, J ob charges his Friends with being perfetly inhuman hd 88 in 
bim with their repeated Accuſations of the ſame Crime; eſpecially as they were Eye- 
Witneſſes of his deplorable Circumſtances, which- be proceeds to deſcribe, in order to convince 

' them that be deſerv'd not the ill Treatment he met with, and that all their Reproaches were 
not only barbarous, but unjuſt : That Eliphaz's De/eription in particular f a Tyrant wwas 


" impertinent, and iter” foreign to the Point in Debate, unleſs be could infer from thence, 
that be bad been guilty of the like arbitrary Proceedings. This, however, he defies him to 
do; and again makes new and warm Proteſtations of his innocent and inoffenſtve Deportment 
towards bis Fellow-Creatures, and his ſincere Affection, as well as reverential Regard for bis 
Mater: And as God well knew the Truth of what be een be . ene * 
f tial Sentence to bis awful Tribunal for Acguittance. 


1 ERE with ſome Warmth and Reſentment replied : (Alli ng Harague of your 
H e more than a needleſs Repetition of what I have heard too often 


Cruel Comforters are you all! ſince you ſhew no manner of Compaſſion, 1 
aggravate my Sorrows, than try to relieve them. Will your empty Speeches (for I think 
I may with Juſtice call them ſuch) come never to an End? I cannot but be ſurpriz d at your 
Co dence, ſince you have ſo little to offer on the Topick in Debate. equate bee 
yours, 1 could inſult you in my Turn. With how much Eaſe could I retort your 

vent my uncharitable Invectives, and mock at your Calamities! However, I deteſt — 
"Thought of ſuch an unkind Deportment. Were you in my unhappy Caſe, I would not 
utter a Word that ſhou'd prove an Addition yl ys on the other Hand, I would 
a pany Expreſſions endeavour to caſe you of 


With Onsnnvarrons 53 
1 HE, as abe re i attempt to mitigate the An- 
guilh of e 


W myſelf to God or Man; 
my 28 are vain and 4 Kade My Caſe admits of nd Conſolation; for whether I 
1 own Defence, or it in Silence, and ſuffer my Ears to be wounded 
by your Reproaches, ill I find no Succeur or Relief. 1 like a Torrent, over- 
whelm me; and one rough Wave, as it were, rolls upon another, I 129 — 
heartned ; for Thou, O God, haſt laid thine afflicting Hand upon me fo long, that I have 
neither Subſtance, Child, or Friend, to aid or aſſiſt me. However, ; welle produce my 

Sores, and the Furrows in my Face as ſo many Witneſſes to/prave me ſome ener- 
mous Crime, yet they can only teſtify" the Weighe of — . compell'd me 


to utter my Complaints. Thou appeareſt, like à relent me, and reareſt-me 
in Pieces. Fierce Li flaſhes in thy angry Eyes, n MyFriends - 
too, with ſupercilious Looks, ſtand gazing at me, and deride my Sorrows; . from d- 


{tant Parts, in Numbers flock about me, and, like Beaſts of Prey, devour. me. Ihe Al. 
mighty has thought fit to forſake me, and deliver me into the impious Hands of  fieree-In- 
waders. How happy once I was, but now how miſerable! How did I fouriſn once, and 
live in Affluence and Eaſe! But nom how deſpicable, : how forlorn is my Condi | 
has God ſet me up as a Mark! And how have his fierce Archers 
Their Arrows fly in Showers around my Head, and lie buried within m 
My Wounds are ſo mortal, chat my Gall, in ſhort, is pour'd upon the G 

bears with ſuch Violence upon me, that he gives me à ſecond Stroke e 

of the firſt is allay d; and I am as incapable of ſtanding before him in my own. 

as is a Dwarf of engaging with a Giant. The Sackcloth, with which 1 cloath'd my _ 

when firſt-my Afflictions came upon me, now cleaves. as faſt to my Skin, as if they were 

ſew'd rites and all the Reſpect that formerly was paid me is now converted into Cone | 

tempt and Ridicule. My Cheeks are furrow'd with inceſſant W and thro! my 

Tears, a Kind of Shadow, like the Face of Death, hangs on my Eye-lids. However, not- 

80 6 co all my Misfortunes, 1 — ſtill with Boldneſs aver, that I Hever was guilry af 
Wr with 


O Earth, thy Bowels conceal his Blood, but 
that I may meet with that publick Shame and Di 
heinous Malefactor! Let not God or Man, when 1 call aloud f 
the Midſt of my Tortures, have the leaſt R 
have I to multiply theſe heavy Imprecations The Alm 
hid, i this TH Bac, and ſure J am, that he teſtify with mueh Juſtice 1 
have acted towards my Nei hbour, and with what awful Reverence I have behav'd towards 
himfelf. From your Sentence therefore (who, inſtead of adminiſtring any Comſt 
- Conſolation to me, make a Mock of my Diſtreſs) J appeal to his awful Bar, and - 
plore him with inceffamt Tears to vindicate my Conduct; and as T am fully convine'd of the 

uſtice and Goodneſs of my own Cauſe, there is I deſire imore-earneſtlyy than that 
he would condeſcend to bring it to a Trial before I and would hear it Mer” the 
fame Manner, as mn EA Tre: w e PL) a of any of his Neighbours.” Por 
Life at beſt is but of ſhort Duration; and I am conſcious to myſelf,” that When I once. 


into the Grave, I can return no more, to ſie for Juſtice in this Werd. GIDL Sie wy 
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= 959 Then buf made deſolate all my cv. | 
of the Confuſion that Fob was in — 


221 — —— Verſee, there is a lively Im 
n — In the Beginning of this eventh Verſe he makes Uſe of the third Per- 
— In the eighth Verſe, n the ſecond, and 
the tenth, he talks. in che „ As bis Mind was 
d, fo.we find his Diſco ſc was unſettled. When a Man labours under any agonizin 1 
as but bt Regy ee Accuracy of his Di&ion, Conſidering therefore, the extreme _ 


broken I and the Inco of his Speech is very 
WS ever ſ — CET 
1 3 


„ tells 
Men, 


„ and walk in bis 2 3 for theu ſhalt eat 
e bi, thou be. It is' obferyable here, ſays the 

ator of Lon ginus, . the * — of this Verſe tranſgreſſes againſt the Rules of 
but 1 think the Sori would have been much impair'd, ſuys he, had it been Ob ! well art 
e me ef Ob / well ir ther: — Ix is « beautiful Diſorder, munen 
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Jobs: "in. this Ghapter; difres 2 in the. laſt) to appear, 8 a: peſible, before the 


liehe Tribunal; fince bis Life, under ſuch a of Ms/&ies could not be 0 
vor moe Aud the 8 the 2 that "A yg becauſe bis 1 7 
be inſtadi were very improper Judges of his Caſe, and had paſs'd ſuch a ſevere and perie 
Fa e e that bad the leaſt Share of Humanity or Regard for 
end peſhbly approve of. ene again be declares, and callsGod to Witneſs the Truth of bi A: 
it fertion, that he is pe fe innocent, and that the Grave, into. which; be was ready to drop, 
ond dune, was the only Thing os ory or 2 


f FX -Spicits are perfectly ſpent, \and_like a Lamp tha > juſt expiring. give "REp 2 


- and mering Light; inſomuch that _ elents 
— Light, 5 And which Way aud! ever pretend to i OT, 
os who ought to condole with me, — why K at my ? 


This: crvel and inhuman Deportment of theirs exaſperates me to that Degree, 1 ene 


neſt a Moment. Once mare therefore, O Lord, I moſt humbly implore thy Divine Ma- 


„ive me ſome Aſſurance, chat thou thyſelf wilt hear my Cauſe. Conſtitute ſome 
Perſon to be eee thy Behalf to do 
2 Jabeef It cannot be any ene of theſe my Friends; ſince they can form to themſelves 


wel ide of the Methods, of thy Jodgments: As berge they talk u g 
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this Time ſo. nearly Ay d, that even * * N 
more nearly related to me Ps and Rotrer 
Hopes and Expectations with which 
fully convine'd I never..fhall, that. 
with ſo much Patience? All "theſe i 


mention, will ſink down into the ſient Grave, in which You, my Fricnds, as well — 
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THAT is, I was as a Tabret before their A or in their Sight. They were Witneſſes of 
my being made a Jeſt, and a UE every one round about me. — In the Latin 
— Text runs to this Purpoſe ; I am a By-word,, and an Example before them 1 
a pub — 
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"Job, is falls Friends that edit 26 digt hit, that he ſhou'd hi 
their Betivicar, if they thought upon him: EY in this Particular is j 
e Jeave ae the Reader to form : Judy: 
tu 
Friends, who were ſent fp Ds and Queen to divert him un- 
Ab K Farm, ont "us TR? 1 
Tee, or * 


end Thumb reer 


ao „ on 
th you 17167 why 2 
. @s if you <o08 


Gull Ob, Led! ay Dar be tb 
__ 15 1 


7 14 — ee, U pony of me# inn Me; you would ſeem to 
"agen this Pipe ? — whe, Hy 1 hnow' z. you 2 out” the Heart of my 
Gul. ee. IT MT 10 EL Myftevy ; you would ſound me from my loweſt Note to the 
0 ... 3647-0 gat - 42 den 1 Top of my Compaſs; and there is much Mufich, excellent 
[EVE me, I cannot. ch rot] + 2 721. 3 #oice, in this little Organ, yet cannot you make it ſpeak. — 
Hem. I beſeech_you.' . _ . a de you think, that I am eafier to be play d on than a 
a "Gull. Bm. ao Touch 0) it, my Lor | ? ! me what Toftrument you will; oof? bor 
e bay . e age ras canner play upon mee 


| Ds _ however this Similitude of Job's, which, as it is widely diſtant 
| all the n 


| of it, Ld 2 80 y of the Reader's, Obſervation. — And that is this, 
"Tho' 1 ; am * preſent p r and fled, and biect of Contempt and Ridicule, yet I was formerly 
in a very 


tate and Condition, and the Gone: of univerſal Veneration and Eſteem. Once 
'}-was as weldome' to Pons 6 te wok melo ſc tho* now indeed, — ths Fro, 


ing Braſs, 

was very 

Te dt in Dit wil bo very happy, 

tune has been more fayourable. hrs E: align em very pb hPa 
in Hand. SADCE 44S HD Ad. 
This World i is not for aye, and tit not firange, . The Poor, ks 4 1 Friends of Enemies : 

That ev'n our Loves A with our Fortunes change. | And hitherto doth Love on Fortune tend ; 

For tis a Queſtion left us yet to prove, | I For ubo not needs, fall never lack a Friend; 

Whether Love Fortune lead, or Fortune Love. I Andwhoin Want a hollow Friend doth . 


nh ma Man dow, mg bis Fav * N h ſeaſons him his Enemy. 
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Here Bildad es the Tk 2b once more ee job for his F and 1 
deavours, as Eliphaz had done before him, to demonſtrate, that God, actoruing to the ſtated 
"Rules of bis Over-ruling Providence, did conftantly (as he imagin'd at haſt) ſend" down bis | 
 ſevereft Fudgments on the Wicked and their Progeny, notwithſtanding all the" Aid an Aﬀiſtance 

0 de wy could Paſib h wry Wan their Friends and Allies for their en and Protettior. . * 

+ bas 3% 


HEN Bildad the Shubite;/ perceiving Job du wurm in the Vitdicativn- of ki te 
and, as he imagin d, falſe Poſition, roſe up, and ſaid. \ When wilt thou” als af 
End of this prolix Diſcourſe, which, tho? plauſible, indeed, and ſounding enough, has no 
ſolid Foundation? Do but lend an attentive Ear to the Arguments we have to produce, and 
then raiſe what farther Objections you think fit. To what purpoſe is it for us to enter into 
Debate with One, who tells us, with ſo much Arrogance, that we have no Wiſdom or Un- 
derſtanding; and looks upon us as no ways rior, in point of Reaſon, to the Brutal 
Part of the Creation? What ſelf-ſufficient Fulneſs, Job, does thus lift thee up? What new 
Lights, have you, by your profound Enquiries, found out, that we ſhould be. ſuch ſtupid 
Animals, and not worthy of your Regard ? You are too impatient, and too much blid 
by your unruly Paſſion. Your wild Diſcourſes are the Reſult of à diſtracted Brain, 
rather ſhew the Marks of Rebellion, than'thoſe of Repentance. Shall the Almi Met 
new Modes of Goyernment, only to gratify y your capricious Humour? Shall the Divine Pro; 
vidence new Courſes, and Nature forſake her old ones for your Sake ? Shall the Al- 
mighty have no Regard for Truth and Juſtice ? Shall he reward the Wicked and negle& te 
Righteous ? Shall he, in a Word, ſubvert all Order, with no other View but to pre vent 
your vain, and noiſy Clamours ? Lou may argue, Job, as long as you bs in e 
of all your Objections, this is an eternal Truth, a never-filing Rub t wig od will ene 
make a proper Diſtinction between the upright and the vicious Man, and that he will 
ſpare the One, and make the Other feel the Weight of his Divine Diſpleaſure; that the 
Splendor of the latter ſhall ſoon decay, and his brighteſt Beams expire in as ſhort a Time 
as a ſingle Flaſh of tning : The Grandeur of his Children be converted into Con- 
en ul hear. ſhall terminate in Sorrow. He ſhall be fetterd unawares 
in-his wiſeſt Steps ; is beſt concerted Schemes for the Preſervation of his Wealth and 
Honour ſhall prove his Ruin and Deſtruction. He ſhall undermine his own Peace and 
Safety by his artful Projections; he ſhall run into the Net which he himſelf has , and 
by bs own Treachery undone : His Feet ſhall be entangled therein, and the Hunters 
ſhall ſeize him as their Prey. He ſhall not foreſee the Danger to which he is expos'd; but 
ſhall be caught as a Bird in a Snare. When he thinks himſelf moſt ſecure, then ſhall he be 
| ſurrounded with Enemies, and which Way ſoever he ſhall fly for Safety, he ſhall periſh in 
the Retreat: His Joints- ſhall grow feeble, his very Bones ſhall be conſum'd, 155 ſhall 
languiſh, till he has no Strength remaining, and Deſolation ſhall be his Doom. In whom- 
ſoever or whatſoever he puts his Truſt and Confidence for the future Support of his Family, 
they ſhall all of them not only fail him, but contribute to his more ſpeedy Fall, and fink | 
him into his very Grave. Whoever ſhall be ſo unwary as to ſettle in his Habitation, af. 
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"Te tet chair if hey thought upon him: Whether my Conjecture in this Particulars j 
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ment of it himſelf, from the apparent An | 
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Ham, Why look.you now, how. unworthy a Thin 
"lms 14 eee. e "make go ee you 3 
CL ehir Pipe e 5 en tl pine would pluck out” the Heart of my 
Sn My N e et i 10 e — you found» me from' my loweſt Note'to the 
ek — 2 15110 0 99a % 20 1 Top of. my Compaſs; and there is —— Mufich, excellent 
Hom. owe me, I; cannet.- ch 191 ei nit fo wif anal Organs wot conore you wake ie hen) — 


Ham, 7 a beſeech you. 12 ne 13179 ou think, that I am eaſſer to be play d on than a 
"ca e op vi 90 | all me what Taftrument you will; r 
bo x oe vers ue rar, Fer. e e "= 


precedi 8 15 the Fa N e — And that is por 

| "Tho! T am at preſent Ola of Contempt and Ridicule, yet I was formerly 
in a very flouriſhin Bs ah * the Object of univerſal Veneration and Eſteem. Once 
Tu ee 3 tho r 
Brafs, or a tinckling Cymbal. — icion ob's, in regard to the Kindneſs of his Friends, 
= very natural; for nothing is more precarious than the Affections and Opinion of Mankind — And 
the Man in Diſtreſs will be very happy, if he meets with no Mortifications from thoſe to whom For- 
tune has been more e bateſpeare has 3 gp in his Home IT: applicable to the Point 
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_ This World is not for aye, and tit not firange, © The Pom 8 . Friends of Enemies : 
That ev's our Loves h d with our Fortunes change. | IA bitherto doth Love on Fortune tend ; 
For tis a Queſtion left us yet to prove, | Fer awho not needs, Pall never lack a Friend; 
Whether Love Fortune lead, or Fortune Love. Ia who in Want « belles Friend doth try, 


yh 58 Man ann gr yl bis Fav Prie ey" Rags ſeaſons him his Enemy. 
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| deavours, as Eliphaz had done before bim, to demonſtrate, that God, actording to the ſtated = 
Rules of his Over-ruling Providence, did conſtantly (as he imagin'd at ] fend" down” his 
 ſevereſt Fudgments on the Wicked and their Progeny, notwithſtanding all the” Aid an Aﬀtance 
that they could poſſibly procure from their Friends and Allies for their Safety and Protefivor. * 3 
\ HEN Bildad the Shubite, perceiving Job thus warm in the Vindication of his "tft! 
and, as he imagin'd, falſe Poſition, roſe up, and ſaid. When wilt thou make an 
End of this prolix Diſcourſe, which, tho? plauſible, indeed, and ſounding enough, has no 
ſolid Foundation? Do but lend an attentive Ear to the Arguments we have to produce, and 
then raiſe what . farther ObjeCtions you think fit. To what purpoſe is it for us to enter into 
Debate with One, who tells us, with ſo much Arrogance, that we have no Wiſdom or Un- 
derſtanding; and looks upon us as no ways fuperior, in point of Reaſon, to the Brutal 
Part of the Creation? What ſelf-ſufficient Fulneſs, Job, does thus lift thee up What new 
Lights, have you, by your profound Enquiries, found out, that we ſhould be ſuch ſtupid 
Animals, and not worthy of your Regard ? .You are too impatient, and too much 
by your unruly Paſſion. Your wild Diſcourſes are the Reſult of à diſtracted Brain and 
rather ſhew the Marks of Rebellion, than thoſe of Repentance. Shall the Altnighty invent 
new Modes of Government, only to fratfy your capricious Humour ? Shall the Divine Pro- 
vidence purſue new Courſes, and Nature forſake her old ones for your Sake? Shall the AL 
mighty have no Regard for Truth and Juſtice? Shall he reward the Wicked and neglect the 
Righteous ? Shall he, in a Word, ſubvert all Order, with no other View but to prevent 
your vain, and noiſy Clamours? Tou may argue, Job, as long as you pleaſe; but in ſpite 
of all your Objections, this is an eternal Truth, a never- failing Rule, that God will always 
make a proper Diſtinction between the upright and the vicious Man, and that he Will 
ſpare. the One, and make the Other feel the Weight of his Divine Diſpleaſure; that the 
Splendar of the latter ſhall ſoon decay, and his brighteſt Beams expire in as ſhort a Time 
as a ſingle Flaſh of 1 3 The Grandeur of his Children be converted into Con- 
tempt; and all their Enjoyments ſhall terminate in Sorrow. He ſhall be fetter'd unawares 
in his wiſeſt Steps; and his beſt concerted Schemes for the Preſervation of his Wealth and 
Honour ſhall prove his Ruin and Deſtruction. He ſhall undermine his own Peace and 
Safety by his artful Projections; he ſhall run into the Net which he himſelf has „and 
by his own Treachery be undone : His Feet ſhall be entangled therein, and the Hunters 
ſhall ſeize him as their Prey. He ſhall not foreſee the Danger to which he is expos d, but 
ſhall be caught as a Bird in a Snare. When he thinks himſelf moſt ſecure, then ſhall he be 
| ſurrounded with Enemies, and which Way ſoever he ſhall fly for Safety, he ſhall periſh in 
the Retreat: His Joints ſhall grow feeble, his very Bones ſhall be conſum'd, he fhall 
languiſh, till he has no Strength remaining, and Deſolation ſhall be his Doom, In whom- 
ſoever or whatſoever he puts his Truſt and Confidence for the future Support, of his Family, 
they ſhall all of them not only fail him, but contribute to his more ſpeedy Fall, and fink 
him into his very Grave. Whoever ſhall be ſo unwary as to ſettle in his Habitation, af» 
OR h ' | | = 


Here Bildad reſumes the Debate, and once more reprebends Job for bis Pr 


$8 the Hterose of JOB, 


1e. his Deveaſe, will never enjoy it long; for *twill ſoon be demoliſh'd by Thunder and 
; And when once tis thrown down, it ſhall never be rebuilt; nor - ſhall his Fa- 

mi be eee reſtor'd to their original Grandeur. Like a Tree, that is grown dry and 
ſapleſs, it ſhall never ſhoot forth again any tender Branches. The very Remembrance of 
him ſhall be forgot, and his Name ſhall never more be mention'd in After-Times, unleſs 
it be introduced with Infamy and Reproach : The Almighty ſhall remove him from off the 

| a a Thing not fit to be ſeen, and notwithſtanding all his former Grandeur he ſhall 
he forever buried in Oblivion. He ſhall have no Deſcendants or Survivors; not a diſtant 
Relation to preſerve his Name. Ages to come ſhall relate the Story of his Downfal with 
Horror and Amazement ; as That in which be liv'd was ſurpris'd to ſee ſo ſtrange. a Turn 
of Fortune, ſuch an unexpected Scene of Woe and Miſery. This is doubtleſs an impartial 
. . radios. 6-te, rogncly. Me nh Fervi 
| hog erm pom OOl Ws 1 
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1 ver. XI. 
5 1 nn and foul drive bm to bis Fee 


Tur et in Ten conceive to bo che. The Stin gp of Conſcience ſo terrify and 
the Mind of a wicked Man, both fleeping and that, like Cain, after he bad um his 
| Brother Abel, he wanders about to find ſome Shelter, ſome Place of Reſt and Repoſe, but all to no 
manner of Furpoſe. His ſecret Thoughts are a, Torment to him not to be reſt z for conſcious 
Guilt (as Mrs. Rowe very happily on. »p is the very E 1 of Hell. d * 75 hides a 
dark Soul, and foul Thoughts (ſays Ai * enigbted walks = the Mid- day Sun : r is his 
non Dungeon. {When hs Bratn is hurt ( fy Me Addiſon) by any Accident, or the Mit iſorder d 
dy — or fitknek (and conſequently much more by conſcious Guilt) the Fancy i is over-run _ 
wild, diſmal Ideas, and terrified with a thouſand ee ee, NY Os | 


Siva en Aer übe 4 ſemina Pentheus, |? 


* 


Rt Golem geminum, & duplices je order pea 
Aut Agamemnonius Scenis agitatus Oreſtes, 


Like Pentheus, when diftrafted with bis Fear 
He ſaxww two Suns, and double Thebes appear 

Or mad Oreſtes, when bis Merher's Ghoſt 
9 in bis Face infernal Torches teſi d, Daran. 


There is not (as Mr. Addiſon farther obſerves) A Sight i in Nature fo mortifying as that of a diſtracted 
: Perfon, when his Imagination is troubled, and his whole Soul diſorder'd and confus'd : Babylon in Ruins 
is not fo melancholy a SpeQacle. 

The Diſtraction of Orefes, after the Murder of his Mother, is a fine Repreſentation in wp renal 
becauſe it is natural. The Conſciouſneſs of what he has done is uppermoſt in his Thoughts, diſord 
his Fancy, and confounds his Reaſon. He is ſtrongly apprehenſive of Divine Vengeance, and the 
Violence of his Fears places the avenging Furies — 2 his Eyes. Whenever the Mind is harrafs'd by 
the Stings of Conſcience, or the Horrors of Guilt, the Scenes are liable to infinite 2 and 
ſtartle at hideous, i imagioary. Monſters. The Poet, who can touch ſuch Incidents with happy Dexterity, 
and paint ſuch Images of Conſternation, will infallibly work upon the Minds of others. is what 


ſhook Ber fnaky Locks: 88 7 
22 o'er the Stage, ſurprim d with mortal 
The vos ee the m_ and 99019. bis Mel, 


Longinus commends in Euripides: And here it muſt be added, that no Poet in this Branch of Writing 
When 


can enter into — | 


— 


© With Ous2xv ATION, | „ 85 
When Marked i wing iy: or dhrter' of Deen, his I is bi N 
5 his Soul is diſmay'd with the of fo an Enterp 


1 
and without dee dial and aff » N ag is Lu, and make 
bm Tat xt Image that have no Reality. l TY . 


& this. a awhich I fee before me, 7 | he a Vion, E backs * 
The Handle tow "rd: my Hand * = Came, 7 he. me — 5 To rere as to Sight 7 Lc * 

thee, = | 4 Da er of the nd, 'a falſe "a 1 13 
1 have thee not, and yet I fe her fil. Pe Foe ths Fond one Woes vl 


He then endeavours to ſummon his Reaſon to his Ad, and convince himſelf that — | 
n vain: a „ee nee 


BAT <8 
„ in Form as — N. by I * 
Here he makes e to when himſelf out of the Der l. en. Fee | 
9 
Sy Blade — Gents of Blood, This wo my Ayer | 
Whieh wear not fo before, == There no Nn 1 nen ada n 5 


The Deluſion is deſcrib'd a 6 it « Manner ths ths Ale e bt irs ht Coe 
tion, and ftart at the Viſi 

The Genius of the Poat il appear more ſurprizing, if we conſider how the Horror is continuall 
work'd up by the Method in which the of the Murder is repreſented. The Contraſt 
teen Mace and hiv Wife — Nl, th very Sound of iam of the One, and the 


1 eaſt No, . 
r ee eee [. FA C24) 13.8 
— BP Pep) £524. 7obc! ann ** et. 
Trevas the Ooh ther i, ee foe eu 
: 5 RO an REAR eee | n 
nnn does on, 5 5 E210 21 | 
Mlack! I om afraid. they have eg Sete eee; e ger. rea 
And un n and not the Dv, | He couldn't wiſh "am. —— 58 2 


The beſt Way to commend it, git deſerves, ould be dee The Fall. in 
| 2 in the ſame affecting Horror, as would riſe in the Mind at ſight of the actual Commiſſion... 

very ſingle Image ſeems Ret 1 * and alarms the Soul. 1 ſeize the whole Attention, ſtiffen 
and benumb the Senfe; the very curdles and runs cold thro? ” the Kanon pogo and _ 
9 of the: Crime. See Smith's Ton on Gor. emer of | 
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The Purport of this Chapter, which: contains Job's Replication to Bildad, is to - fhew, that it 


' ewould be ſufficient for bim to" tread in their Steps, and merely to make Repetitions of the ſame 
"Complaints: In order, however, to aggravate their Want of Compaſſion, or rather to demon- 
© "ftrate their mhuman and cruel Deportment towards him, he enumerates ſeveral new Particu- 
i "Jays, which" made bis State and Condition ſtill more - miſerable than be had hitherto deſcribd 
nn One of which was, that be couldn't,” with all bis firitteft Enquiries, find out the bidden 
© Cauſe why the Almighty ſhould chaſtize bim with ſuch. Severity, as if he was the Object of bis 
higheſt Diſpleaſure ;, who notwithſtanding was ſo indulgent,” even in the Maſt of bis unutterable 
M bes, as to afford him a few faint Rays of Hope, that God would at laſt ſbew bim ſome Tokens 
ef bis Favour, and by reſtoring him to his former State of Health and Tranquility of Mind, 
would demoytrate to bis Friends, Beyond all Contradiction, that the Opinions they ſo firenuouſly 
maintain d were falſe and erroneous. In the Concluſion, he expreſſes himſelf, in very remarkable 
Fo 72 and like an inſpired Prophet, with reſpe# to the Rejurrettion of the Body at the Day 
* r ment. © bs TEE, ATE 1 ED13444 £7. 35s $055 vg tobe vs 0 1a * 4 3 1775 ah Lee : my * a 


TAHEN Fob, | perceiving, that Bildad had only repeated the Subitance of a former Diſ- 
{ courſe, which too partially .charg'd him with being a wicked Man, could not refrain 
from making the following warm Reply. How long will you continue to puzzle and 
2 my Cauſe, which I know to be a righteous One? How long will you torture my 
8 with your empty Speeches, which ſhock me almoſt as much, as the unutterable Woes 

I labour under ? Tho' you have repeated the very ſame hard-hearted Reproaches time after 
time, yet you unmercifully proceed in your malicious M e yet you 
look upon me with ſuch an Eye of Contempt, and with ſo little Concern, that any one 
would imagine you were perfect to my former Courſe of Life. Let it be taken 
for. granted that I have been guilty of ſome ſecret Sins, yet it muſt be likewiſe granted I 
have ſeverely ſmarted for them, and therefore might reaſonably expe& ſome little Com- 
miferatioh from my Friends, inſtead of ſuch indignant Reproaches. If, however, you are 


fill determin'd to torment me with your cenſorious Arrogance z if you will 3 in 
reading ſuch black Indictments againſt me, and impleading my Innocence; c more 


naturally the many Afflictions I labour under, and be more merciful than to create me new 
Griefs, and add a ſtill greater Weight to a Load, which, as it is, I am not able to bear. I 
am very ſenſible, that tis the Arm of the Almighty himſelf that has overthrown me, that 
*tis He who has reduc'd me to the deplorable State I now am in, and that he has drawn 
huis deſtructive Net around me. I complain, tis true, aloud of this ſevere Treatment, I 
beg of Heav'n to be redreſs'd, and eas'd of my exceſſive Pain, but to no manner of Pur- 
poſe; for I find myſelf abandon'd, and left a Prey to my unutterable Woes. The Almi 

ty ſtill turns a deaf Ear to all my Sollicitations, and regards not my moſt ardent Requeſts ; 
he has laid ſuch Obſtructions in my Way, and fenc'd me in fo cloſe, that I know not how 
to eſcape z that I am drove, in ſhort, to the very Brink of Deſpair. He has not only di- 
veſted me of all my Glory, taken the Crown from off my diſhonour'd Head, depriv'd me 
of my Children, and blaſted my good Name, but has brought me to inevitable Ruin 
and Deſolation : I am abſolutely loſt and undone; and like a Tree, that is PR” 
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to ant ie cven- l pts. nan.» SENANII 
twi ding he nous I am innocent and guiltleſs, treats. 
his ft arten, Black Troops of . regimented Wäoes are drawn 


me as. 
= e and by his s Commiſſion have laid fuch a cloſe S to me, 


Slave to aid and alſiſt me * 1 ned him, with ee 
FER my Maſter, to lend me his helping Hand, yet he regarded not what I faid: 
an this, however, is no ; Wonder ſince my Piſtemper is fo loathſome that my Wife 
herſelf abhors the Sight o " Notwithſtanding I make my earneſt Supplications i” 16 
for our dear Children's = thoſe tender Pledges of our once mutual Love 
moſt endearing Entreaties are unable to move her Compaſſion : She will not 0 0 as 
ſtay one Moment with me, either to help me in my Diſtreſs, or teſtify her Affection for me 
17 one ſoft Sigh, or one 8 Word. Nay the Children of the rude Rabble treat I 
with. abuſive tho' I riſe from my Seat, and Flute chem in dhe Walt reſpectful 
Manner. But what is ſtill worſe than all * reſt, even my Boſom-Friends, thoſe to whom 
I have entruſted my moſt important Secrets, thoſe on whom I have conferr'd the greateſt 
Favours, look down upon me with an Eye of Abhorrence. All theſe complicated: Miſeries 
have reduc'd. me to mere Skin and Bone. Nay, ſo weak am I become, that my Mouth is 
ſcarce able to utter my Complaints. Since then my Condition is thus deplorable, O ye my 
Friends (if you ſtill deſerve to be 1 by that Name) Ve, who came with an In- 
tention to condole with me, take ſome Pity and Compaſſion on m r Tho“ I am 
abandon'd, in Deſpair, and bereft of all my Honours and my Children ; yet theft are bur 
trivial Wounds compar'd with thoſe which the Hand of the Almighty has ſince inflicted on 
me. O, then, I beſeech you, retract your killing Reproaches | Aſſume not the. fame. Pre- 
rogative, nor imagine, that you have an equal Right and Title to torment me Since you 
ſee me thus plung d in an Abyſs of Miſery ; ſince you ſee my Body perfectly waſted away 
with Grief ; why will you add to my Sorrows by vexing my Soul with your payne Ac- 
cuſations ? Oh, that the numberleſs 3 and 2 that T have made to Heaven 
might ſtand upon Record, and be regiſtred am ublick Acts! O, that my Words 
were engraven on a Plate of Braſs, cut deep wenn an Iron 5 we Nay, or they were cut ſtill 
deeper on ſome Pillar of Marble, where they could never be eraz | For my Hope, which 
was more dead than 1 begins to revive; and I here ſolemnly declare, that 
I believe my Fedeemer lives forever; that when future Ages ſhall have ended their Circuit, 
and Time ſhall be no more; that then he will deſcend from Heav'n in Triumph over all 
his Enemies and mine; and that when he ſhall ſtand upon the Surface of the th, the 
Bodies of the Captive Saints ſhall riſe from their Beds of Duſt. Notwithſtanding Worms 
and Putrefaction conſume this mortal Frame; notwithſtanding I ſhall lie long in the. 
Glent Grave; yet ſtill I doubt not but I ſhall riſe again, KEY aj God with, theſe corpo- 
real Eyes: I doubt not, J fay, but I ſhall ſee the ann — own Self, for ing 
own Pleaſure and Advantage. Then ſhall my Virtue be clear d from all the Slanders you 
have caſt upon it; then ſhall he aſſert my Cauſe, and pronounce me guiltleſs, This is * 
Pillar of all my Hopes and this is the Proſpect that ſupports' my Soul, tho“ at preſent 
ver- 


overwhelm'd/ with Sorrows. Yau will ſtill inſiſt, 1 
me z chat my Condutt has been ſo blame - worthy, 


Dax is coming, 
92 — by which, y you will 
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Ver. XXV. XXVII. XXV. 


| For There W Ree ples! and that be ſhall Band at Ae Mite Da as hea 


Aud though after my Skin, Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in ny Nis Ball 7 (6 Cd Whom 


E for myſelf, and mine Eyes Pall behold, and net another; Fey FN THAT 
n me. 


+ | Earned Men have been divided into tw very different Opinion ne this remarkable 

Some imagine, that it has a Reference only to God the Futher; and to a Refurrettion of 
\ fo. calls; — no manner of P cietyy namely; a Revolution of his Fortune, his Change 
a State of Adverſity to a new State of e and Tranquility. 


Others, on the contrary, inſiſt, that it refers ta Chris the Saviour and Redeemer of Mankind, and 
to the real Reſurreion. of the human Body at the Day of Ju 
It will be Xa bly requiſite, therefore, for us to make a dd Fnqu * the true Merits. of theſe 
two diametrically 11 . inions,, that we may form a better Idea of them, and thereby be enabled 
to receive the one, and the other. 

Grotius, who is the great Advocate for the: former Notion; deelares, that Cu che Father — 
call'd a Redeemer, becauſe he delivers the Righteous from a Multitude of Afflictions. And for this 
Purpoſe he quotes the following Texts. — And they: remembred that God was their. Rach, and the Hi, 
God their Redeemer, Pſ. lxxvili. 35. Fear nat, thou Horm Jacob, and ye Men of Iſrael : F will help 
faith: the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy 5 One of Ifrach. 88 14. — Thus ſaith the Lord your 
Redeemer, the Holy N of Iſrael; for your Sake I have. ſent to Babylon, and have brought down all 
their Nobles, and the Chaldeans, whoſe Cry is in the Ships. I am the Lord your Hily One, the Creator 
2 Hasel, your King, Ta. xliti. 14, 15. — Thus ſaith the Lord, the King of Iſrael, and his Redeemer, 

of Hoſts, I am the Firſt, and I am the Loft ; and beſides me — no God. Wa. xliv. 6. As 
— ame, the Lord: of Hit is his: Name, the Holy One £4 4, Ifa.. xlvii. 4. — Thus ſaith 
the Lord thy Redeemer, the Holy One of | Iſrasl, I am the Lord d which teacheth thee to profit, 
which leadeth thee. by the Way — than ſhouldeft. go, Iſa. xlviii.. 17. — And laſtly, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
the Redeemer: of 1/ral, — his Holy One, to him N Man deſpi ſeth, to him tubom the Nation 
abborreth, to a Servant. of Rulers : Kings ſhall fee and ariſe, Princes oe oats worſhip, becauſe of the Lord 
that is fait l, and the Holy One of Tract; and he ſhall chuſe thee, Ifa. xlix. 

What will all this Reaſoning, however, amount to, if - can be Rey demtonfitites, that all the 
above Paſſages are to be underſtood truly, and with Propriety of Gated Son, or Feſus Chriſt? 

The P/almiſt- declares, in the: firſt of the above-cited: Paſſages, that they remembred that: God was 
__ Rack, and the moſt High Gad their Redeemer. Now St. e peremptorily affirms, that chat Rock - 


Chrif, 1 Cor, x. 4. who. is. likewiſe call d the meſt High Gad, or, which is much the fame ting 
Ged aver all, 


The 


With Onan VAT. 63 


The next Paſſage quoted by Grotius from Iſaiab, is as follows; Fear not, thou Worm Jacob, &c. But 
thoſe Words too are applicable to C fo, in ſhort, ate all the reſt of his Quotatious. 
Another Argument produc'd by that learned Author is this, that the Jet, who were peculiarly 
curious in their Reſearches into every Part of the Old Tęſſament, in order to find out ſome incon- 
teſtable Refutation of the Sadducees, have never ſo much as once taken notice of this in Fob, and 
| for that Reaſon they conſider d it as having Relation only to the Reſtoration of that honeſt Man in this 
Life upon the Concluſion of his Afflictions. | ee, pores; itt; legs 
To which this Anſwer may be given; that the Opinion of the Ji in this particular Article is of 
no great Weight or Authority; for a they make our great Patriarch but Itile, if anything, better in 
reality than an Heathen; and with Preſumption enough aſſert, that he denied the Providence of God, 
which is an abſolute Falſhood, it may with very _ — 
to allow him the Honour and Glory of ſo celebrated a Confeſſion us that of a final Refurretion, wh 
ieee IXI rd, tend we 
| e who maintain, that this memorable Paſſage has an indiſputable Reference to the Refurredtion 
of the Dead at the La/# Day, are of . 4 and that Opinion is worthy of Obſervation, that this 
pious Man had ſo. often'expreſs'd his moſt earneſt Wiſhes for Death, and his abſolute Deſpair of being 
reinftated in his former happy Condition in this Life, that be cannot be ſuppos d to have alter d his 
inion fo wa "ad as he muſt have done, in caſe the firſt Explication be abſolutely true. To 
which we may add, with Biſhop Sherlect, that the Context makes it plain and obvious, that the'Words 
of Fob refer to a very remote Event. For thoſe Expreflions of his, Oh, that my Wards were now 
written / Oh, that they were printed in a Beek | That | they were gravm with an Tron Pes and Lind in 
the Rock forever ! will carry little or no Weight along with them, if we expound them of an Event, 
that was ſo ſhortly to enſue, as that of the 7 HE Adverlity to a State of temporal Hap- 
pineſs. We ſhall diſcover, however, a noble Stren Elegance in them, if we will but refer them 
to the Neſurrectiom of the Dead, and the future . bob * 
It is very remarkable, ſays Mr. Young, in the Cafe of holy that when he was ſtript and de- 
ſtitute of all that the World calls Comfort, God was pleas'd to reveal the Doctrine ef the Reſur- 
rection to him, in ſo bright a Manner, that we cannot have that Article fuller 'd at this Day, 
than it is in thoſe Words of his — / know that my Redeemer liveth, &. That Fob had ſo full a 
Revelation of this healing Truth was a particular Mercy to bim; but it is likewiſe an Inſtruction to 
us, that ſince the Man of univerſal Affliction had this. Revelation given him for a ſure Means of his 
Fora there can be no Affliction to which this ſame Means may not be applied with all defireable 
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*” Obſervations.” The principal Fault that can be found in what He, and i 
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Here Zophar reſumes the Debate; and notwithſtanding be bat nothing new to offer, ſhews ſo 
much Warmth and Reſentment, as would not permit him to reflect calmly on the ſolemn Pro- 


+: $eftations which Job had made of bis Innocence and Integrity. He purſues the old Topick, and 


bete, as had been often attempted before, that the Wicked, tho never ſo powerful or well 
«ſupported by their Friends and Allies, are in a ſort Time cruſbd by the Hand of Providence, 
and never permitted to live in Plenty and Peace again.” This Diſcourſe, tis true, is illuſtrated 

in a very beautiful Manner, and embelliſÞ'd with abundance of Rbetorical Figures, and curious 
ö | d all Job's N 72 
ters, bad aduanc d before him, is this, that they imagine God . Almighty never ſwerv'd from 
thin general Method, and therefore: falſely concluded, that Job was beyond all Contradiction 
1 wicked Peron, ibo it was not in their Power to cenvict bim of the leaſt immoral 
eee ee bag ite 5 mig 2 : CCC 
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T'FERE- Zophar, notwithſtanding he had nothing new to advance, roſe up, and inter- 
1 rupted' Fob in ſuch a Manner, as plainly ſhew'd too much Warmth and Reſentment, 
tho he endeavours to conceal his Paſſion. Tou are ſo proud, fo obſtinate, and ſelf - ſuffi- 
cient, ſaid he, that I had no Thoughts of entering into the Controverſy any farther, or at- 
tempting: any more to convince One ſo wilfully blind as you are: Since, however, you 
expreſs yourſelf in ſuch warm Terms againſt your Friends; and make ſuch loud Com- 
-plaints to Heaven of the ill Treatment that you have met with from their Hands; ſince, in 
hort, you have mark d them out as the juſt Objects of God's Vengeance, for their kind En- 
'deavours to bring you to a true Senſe of your Sins, 1 am ſo far provok'd, that I can 
hold my Tongue no longer. You upbraid us, as if we were Perſons void of common 
Senſe as well as common Humanity; and as if we had treated you with all the moſt fl t 
Marks of Infamy and Contempt; nay, as if we were perfect Beaſts of Prey, and ſou * to 
take away your Life; but as I am ſenſible of your groſs Miſtake, I am determin d to 
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_ reſume the Argument, tho I never intended it, and to make my Reply with as much 


Calmneſs as the Importance of the Subject will admit of. You, it ſeems, notwithſtanding 
all your boaſted Wiſdom, have not as yet duely remark'd the Courſe of Providence; nor 
do you as yet underſtand, tho' tis a Truth as old as the Creation, that all the Happineſs 
which the ungodly Man, or the ſanctified P ſo frequently boaſts of, never was, nor 
ever will be of any long Duration; and if his Fire does happen once to blaze out, *tis 
like a Flaſh of Lightning, over in an inſtant. Tho' he rears his Head as high as the Clouds, 
and mingles his Luſtre with the Stars in the Firmament, yet is he ſoon ruin'd, ſoon 
broken to Pieces; and his Fragments are ſcatter'd in the Duſt. Thoſe who ſaw him in 
all his former Pomp and Grandeur, ſhall ſtand aſtoniſh'd at his ſudden Downfal, and ſhall 
enquire with Amazement after the Place of his Abode: For his ſhort-liv'd Glory has no 
better a Foundation than an empty Dream, which, how Bay ſoever in the Night, as ſoon as 
the Dawn appears, is quite forgotten. Thoſe Eyes, which were wont to gaze on him 
with Pleaſure, ſhall fee him no more; neither ſhall his Habitation open her folding Doors 
to him again. His Children may uſe their utmoſt Endeavours indeed to appeaſe the Poor, 

| | but 


; as 


but they will find their Labour loſt; for the Injur'd will complain aloud, and demand an 

ample Compenſation for the Extortions of their griping Father. The Oppreſſor, by the 

Indulgence of his unruly 2 ſoon fills his Bones with agonizing Pains. The Marks 
e 


of his ſecret Sins cleave cloſe to him to his dying Day. Tho' Vice may prove ſweet and 


grateful to his Taſte for a few Moments; tho he may roll about the delicious Morſel 
with his Tongue, in order to protract the Pleaſure; yer the ſweet Meat, thus ſlowly ſwallow'd 
down, ſhall grow as bitter as Gall or Wormwood in his Bowels; Where it ſhall r; 
like Poiſon, and rack him with tormenting Pains. If the Oppreſſor has pour'd unmeaſur? 
Treaſures down his Throat, he'll not retain the Burden long; his. loathing .Stomach ſoon, 
will caſt the precious Surfeit up, tho? with Reluctance. God ſhall beguile his Belly of its 
Prey, and wreſt it from his Bowels ; it ſhall prove as great a Torment to him, 8 if 
he had ſuck'd the very Poiſon of Aſps; it ſhall. gnaw his Heart, and feed upon his Vitals. 


The Rivers of Pleaſure, which he vainly flatter d himſelf would flow in Streams upon Him 


and requite his Labour, ſhall diſappoint his Hopes, and Floods of Sorrow ſhall ſucceed 
them. And notwithſtanding he ſhould endeavour to repair his broken Fortune by freſh 


Fatigues, it ſhall” avail him nothing; nay, ys AN ſhould ſucceed, and he ſhould 


recover all the Riches he was once poſſels'd of, he have no Delight, no Satisfaction 


in them, ſince he has left the Poor, by his new Oppreſſions, deſtitute, and in Deſpair 3 


ſince by his Violence, he has ſeiz d the Habitation which another had erected. Conſcious 
Guilt therefore ſhall rend his Heart to pieces, and rack his YET Soul. .. Notwithſtanding all 
his Care and. Vigilance, he ſhall not ſave the ſmalleſt Portion of ibſtanci 


no Hopes to find them. Tho' we ſhow'd en him to abound once more with Wealth 
and Power; yet then he'll be ſurrounded with unexpected Miſchiefs; for every one whom 
he has oppreſs'd will ſeize upon him, and demand Atonement for their Wronngs. In the 
Midft of all his ſenſual Enjoyments, God himſelf. will torment him with the moſt direful 
Effects of his Divine Vengeance; which, whilſt he imagines himſelf *moſt ſecure, ſhall 
pour down like an imperuous Torrent on his devoted Head. If he endeavours to avbid 
wack ſmall Misfortunes, a greater ſhall attend him; - juſt as if any one, to eſcape the Weapon 
in a Man's Hand, ſhou'd be ſtruck thro* with a Bow of Steel. And'tho' the pointed Ar- 
row ſhould be drawn out by ſome ſkilful Hand, and by Accident he ſhould recover; yet 
he ſhall not live in Peace, but Fears and Terrors ſhall furround him.” To whatever Place 
he flies, in hopes of Shelter and Protection, there ſhall he meet with Dangers unforeſeen. 


A Fire that was never kindled by any Mortal ſhall conſume him, and the ſame conta- 


gious Diſtemper ſhall infe& his Progeny, if there be any remaining, and they ſhall ſpend 
their tedious Hours in agonizing Pains. ' Thus Heaven, by ſome tremendous” Judgments, 
ſuch as Thunder, Lightning, or Tempeſts, ſhall reveal his ſecret Sins, and the Earth, by her 
Serpents,” or Beafts of Prey, ſhall declare War againſt him. His ill-gotten Subſtance ſhall 
flow away, like a rapid Stream, in that Day, when the Almighty, provok'd by his r 
Crimes, ſhall deſcend from Heaven to conſume the Oppreſſor. This is the dreadful Por- 
tion which God, the impartial Judge of the whole World, will allot to thoſe who are inipenitent 
Sinners; in this awful Manner will he avenge himſelf” of all his Foes, who dare to blaſpheme 
his holy Name, and bid him open Defiance. © © | ys ©. TD 
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| all his -ill-gotten Subſtance : 
When he dies, his Heir ſhall never enquire after his hoarded Treaſures ; becauſe he'll have 
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du o be perſecuted to the e laſt, and die in the moſt agonizing Pains. 


Vas determin'd, if ible, to confute him; and for e's: Purpoſe reſum'd the Diſcourſe 


ho Hivrony 7 703, 


238 hs nes Ng RI tured, iis he Gall ef Ahe within hin. 11 


een that all > have cet eng very | 
1 Ling of tam; he Aſp only S There. are Remedies, however, again | L. Q 
2 the Aſp only excepted. Ariftetle and Pliny afſure us, that the Bite of the latter 
Je, but certain Death within the Compaſs of four Hours. It is very remarkable, 
hee 1 erage or of this Creature, tho? thus fatal, creates a kind ef pleaſing P if 
any; and the Perſon thus d is inſenſible, as it were, all the Time the Infection is ſpreading 
bs Vie of it dire Effects. It throws the Fart —＋＋ n that Shamber. be 
expires, notwithſtanding the. utmoſt moſt: ſbilful F It was fo 
dur xi that the celebrated: Cleopatra, Queen. of Wo __ I Alexandria. (bei 
nin d to dye with her dearly. beloved Mark Aut bony, rather than be made A. tixe, and i 
9 1 into Nan) put. pt to her Breafts, as kno that their Bite was inevitable Dea 
ion, whieh would inſtantly enſue, _ render her Auen * 


de ſhould b 09, ating her unc Fd. tion. 
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hi the Be inning ef this Chap ter. ſome. few. curſary 3 
i EY To Key re wb 1 
1 aud in order ta bring the fences os ns an Due as. paſſible,, Be 
_ cloſe to the Subjett-Maiter in Ve aud does. not only hat they. efſerted.; 
. with great Judgment, and fairly ſbews. the very a wherein. the . K 
their. pecious Arguments lay: conceal'd., namely, that they 1 an univerſal Cenchifen — 
amt 8 fer he reſolutely. inſt, that notwithſtanding God may 
Men ſuch publick les of bis divine Wrath and Indignatian as 3 
7 likewiſe, for 


aſons beſt known. to himſelf, permits the maſt profligate and abandon'd 
 Wretches, nay the maſt profeſſed Infidels, and open Contemners of his, auer- ruling Providence, 
not only to live in Afluence aud Eaſe, but die in Peace, and have g * Monuments erefied, 
in order to tranſmit their Memaries to lateſt Poſterity. In. the Concluſion, he ſbews, that the 
 Almighty's 2 are very various towards the Sans, of Men he that oftentimes. be 
ſuffers the Righteous themſelves, not only to be overwhelm'd with Miſeries all their Lives long, 


UT Job, being conſtious that Zophar's. Aſſertion, which, was levell'd x bi was 
falſe and erroneous, namely, that God always Sinners in the moſt ſevere Manner. 


in Terms to the fo owing Effect. 
« Let me entreat you to lend a more attentive Ear than you have done as yet to what 


.J. have to offer on the Topick in Debate: Indulge me only * and Pl] _ 


* 


o 


* 
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with my Requeſt. in this particular,” inſtead-of all the Confolations 
eg you, as, due..to a Friend overwhelm'd with 
| ſay, as to hear me with Patience, without 
ie ſo abruptly. as Zophar did quſt now, who, 


is invidious Reflections if he thi 
- » . bY 5 
} : : 8 A 4 1 0 - * I 1 5 4 $4 © \f 


S 
$38 


115 


4-7 


the Grave at once without any agoni 
imperi to laugh at the 
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„ enough, tis not only impious and ul, but fooliſh -likewiſe, to ſhew ſuch. an 
«6 2 of Heaven. I well know, that they derive all their Bleſſings from him 
alone, whom they thus contemn; and therefore far be it from me to follow their bad 
« Example: Sometimes, tis true, God does take ſpeedy Vengeance of fuch impious Ro- 
155 t not ſo often as you ſpeak of; it is not his uſual Cuſtom (tho you indeed ſay 
« it is) to deſtroy them at once; or to torture and torment them: Tis but very ſeldom, 
<< whatever you may aſſert to the contrary, that we ſee them driven away like Stubble be- 
<« fore the Wind; *tis but ſeldom that their Eſtates are ſcatter d and diſpers'd like the 
Sands on the Deſerts by a Whirl-wind. And when do we find, that the Almighty 
1 8 K 2 4 puniſ 


would 
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«puniſhes theſe Infidels in or Children (as you Ju be often aſſerted he always does) and 
that too whilſt they are to behold his iſements? Tis 'no' ſuch common 
Oceurrence (as you — Ahne) for theſe Wretches to be Eye. Witneſſes of their 
„ n Destruction, arid to feel the direful Effects of the Almighty's Vengeance. As to 
the Misfortunes which may poſſibly attend their Children; after they are dead and buried, 

„ they concern themſelves no ways about them: If they ſhould happen t to be Ps off in 

| « the Midſt of their Proſperity, they regard it not. | 
Shall we be ſo preſumptuous as to teach the Almighty how to govern the Works 

4 of his on Hands? Shall we dare to cenſure him as partial, if he does not pour down 
hi engeance en the Heads of the Wicked, juſt when we think he ought fo to do? 
«c- Singe he judges" the moſt refin d Intellectual Beings, he muſt doubtleſs Know full well 
c how to govern us. We muſt not to — 2 him to dur narrow Rules. For 
. e r e; ſhall meet with nothing all his Life-Time tc 
«ruffle or diſc his Peace of Mind. Health as well as Plenty ſhall attend him 
© his Grave; his "ſalt be full of Marrow, tis Breaſts and Sides extended with Fat- 
4 neſs, and his Conſtitution vigorous ev'n 1 : Whereas, another,” who is much 
more deſerving than he, ſhall lie languiſhi of Sickneſs, after a tedious Life 

n ſpent in Grief and Diſcontent. The reconciling Se ſwallows down al Diſtinction be⸗ 
„ tween the Good and Bad, and Both alike at laſt lie down together. 
05 „Lam conſcious to myſelf, that my T a direly repugnant to yours: I 

/ 2 Fo! iy win eder Where ae! is J's Pace ow, who " Methinks 1. hear 

yourſelves.” Where alas! is Job's Palace now, who livd, not long ago, 
«© in in l the 9 Grandeur that could poſſibly be devis d? What Difference is there 
40 . thoſe diſſolute and don'd Wretches whoſe Habitations are de- 

„ moliſh'd? But cannot the rr be able to give an Anfwer' to ſuch obvious 

«| Queſtions as theſe are? N very next Perſon you meet, (who can in no 

Wie be intereſted one Way in or Delaes) what he thinks of the Ways of Prov 

£c:dence ; and he will Inch tell Jou, that the wicked Man, in a Day of common 

« Diſtreſs, is frequently preſervd; and tis this that makes him ſo proud and audacious, 

«© that no one will dare to reprove him; much leſs does he fear being puniſh'd for his 

«Crimes ; ſince God Almighty proves indulgent to him, and his Fellow-creatures dare not 

call him to Account. The Oppreſſor, he will tell you, frequent! 3 as well as lives, 

« in Pomp and Splendor; and a ſtately Monument is erected by Succeſſor, in order 

« to'tranſmit his Name to lateſt Poſteriry. His Body ſhall be Nee with great Ex- 

ec pence, and reſt entire in the Grave ; where he ſhall find a ſweet Repoſe, and be deliver'd 

« from all anxious Cares: He is not more unhappy than the reſt o Mankind; ſince all 

« muſt follow him, as Thouſands have gone before him. Why then do you pretend to 

« tell me, that I might flouniſh again, and be reſtord to my Leer State of Peace and 

« Plenty, in caſe I would but ſincerely repent, and amend my Courſe. of Life; ſince Ex- 

«« perience plainly contradicts your Aſſertion, and evidently ſhews, that the beſt of Men, 

« and the Favourites of the Almighty, are frequently overwhelm'd with Miſeries ; whilſt 


« the moſt impenitent Sinners often eſcape God's vindictive Arm, and live and die in 
ee y!? | 
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| the Debate, and endeavours 10 confute what Job, in the laſt, © 


24 . 
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mighty 
bim to 


faid. 
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« Woes are certain Arguments of enormous Crimes. For, in the firſt Place, in regard to 
« your Neighbour, you have ſurely acted the Part of an Oppreſſor; you have detain'd his 


| ach his Thirſt, aug the 
« Hu you have ſent empty away: Or elſe, like an unjuſt and partial Judge, you have 
ee ancthers band Þ K N r 
the ſame Time, the helpleſs Widow and the Fatherleſs (whom God in a peculiar Manner 
has recommended as proper Objects of the Merciful Man's Compaſſion) bave been 
« cruſn'd by you, and unable to obtain any Favour at your Hands. You have doubtleſs 
« been. guilty of ſome ſuch crying Sins as theſe,” however they have been kept ſecret and 
«* conceal'd, which. are the juſt Cauſe of all thoſe direful Calamities with which at preſent 
« you are overwhelm'd. NF 1 1 3 | Wi 
<< Moſt certainly you are blind, not to diſcern how the Almighty has proportion'd his 
«* Judgments in ſome Meaſure to the heinous Quality of your Crimes. For theſe you are 
« encompals'd round with Snares, and your Soul is confounded with diſmal Apprehenſions. 
2 ; 5 «c Does 


5 , Here of JOB, 


Does not God fit enthron d above the Heavens, from whence he can ſurvey, at one in- 
„ tultive View, the whole Works of the Creation? And yet you act, (ſuch is your Tmpiety 
<« to him, and Want of Compaſſon for your Fellow-creature!) as if you imagin'd you 
could eſcape his All- ſeeing Eye: As if you Taid within yourſelf, the Almighty, who is 
in the Height of Heaven, never regards the Actions of his Creatures here below; ef , 
nne there ogg met, 1 4 er. and N 8 
you vainly imagine, in ſoch thick Clouds, that perfectly hide us from his Sight; 
D eee e 
«that he has no Leifure or Inclination to attend the Concerns of this 
did you never obſerve, or have you forgot, how the old Acheiſtical World indulg d 
xs their ſenſual Appetiges? For which Reaſon, 
thought fit to cut them off from the Earth before their | 
* them, their Children, and their Subſtance, by a gen 
<< themſelves molt ſecure and firmly eſtabliſ d upon 


«© off their Days) we have nothing to do with the Almi 
_ << withſtanding this flagrant Ingratitude of theirs, God bleſt 


yo 
were cut off from the Face 
of ſeeing Impiety ſe- 


ce with Shame and ulion of Face, beſeech him to take Pity and Compaſſion of your 
<< Sufferings, and with penitential Tears endeavour to appeaſe that Wrath of Heaven, which 
r aaifieſent hangs over your devoted Head. When the Almighty ſhall be once pleas'd with 
'« your Conduct, every Thing will conſpire to promote your K new Joys will 
„ ariſe, and all theſe Clouds of Grief will be chas d away. Will 76% learn impious Maxims 
<< from ſtupid Heathens? No! Let God's Laws be written upon your Heart, and made 
'« your-Rule of Life. You ſhall ſoon feel the comfortable Effects of it: If you will ſin- 
cc cerely devote your Life for the future to virtuous Actions; if you will with Zeal promote 
4 God's Honour and qu by a ſtriẽt Obſervance of his Commands, he will raiſe you up 
'& as high as ever; he will abſolve you from all your Sins, and remove the Puniſhment 
e que to your Tranſgreſſions not only far from yourſelf, but your Poſterity. He will not 
4 only reſtore you to your former State of Health, but confer on you all the Bleſſings 
. which you formerly enjoy'd with large Additions : You ſhall regard Gold no more than 
"<< the Duſt on the Ground, nor the pureſt Gold than the Stones in the Street. You ſhall 
et be at no manner of Pains to ſecure your immenſe Treaſures, ſince God Almighty, who 
'« gave them to you, will be your Guardian and Defender. For then you | be ſo far 
c from having any Doubts in regard to his over-ruling Providence, that you ſhall be ever 
e bleſt with his Loving-kindneſs ; you ſhall. never more be diſconſolate or dejefted, but 

, from him derive your chief Delight: You ſhall have free Acceſs to the Alrnighty, and 
« whatever Prayers you put up to him ſhall be fully anfwer'd ; he ſhall approve Your 


„ Deſigns, Decrees: H ſhall prote& Paths, give a Bleſſi 
and ay al your Dec g ne 


Counſels, 
E „ 


« ful Lands without Diſturbance. Fer God will exak the Humble, and reward their Loe e 


6 his peculiar Bleſſings. Nor ſhall your Prayers, when devoutly up to the Throne 
. obtain Favour e Te your ee aka 
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- Hequaint now fault with \bim, and be ad Peace: 'Therely Gaod al come una thee. / 


E £17 H4%, ting 4. Jab. in the. ferereſt Manner for fach Crimes, as be only lat 
him to be of. and preßt d him. to. reflect {i an the heavy Judgm 8 
Wicket, now Wu ths Sead ion of his S riots on the baggy January ta 


ts to him, in the ſubſequent Verſes, RY that wür moſt” 
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Then ſhalt 255 up Gels at Dubs and the Geldof Ophin 4 — 


aifing. from NIE iſe | 
A Gon of iches. In the 8 Ec 


Gold of Ophir, which was the pureſt and moſt refin'd, — *Tis a Qu Geben 8 of controverted amon 
the Learned where Ophiy lies : Some infiſting that it is an Mia Iſlnd ; aud others, fince the 


covery of America, or the Waſt- Indies, that it is nom call'& | whieh dexrs foe —— 
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AS, in the two preceding Verſes, Bliphaz promiſes Job-all the Affluenee and Baſe that this World 
„„ and tells him to this Effect. 
« If, thou doſt ſincerely repent, and. turn from thy evil Ways, thy Conſcience, which now 
« tre D calm amd ſerene. NR 
« ſtupid Eyes with Horror on the Ground then with Confidence lift up thy Face unto God in 
« Prayer, and thou ſhalt find the Almighty ſo ready and willing, to forgi 17. Gb ul manifold Sins and 
« Tranſgreffions, that thou ſhalt have abundant Reaſpn, with all the Chearfulnefs and CP 
1 to perform W en e ee | 
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Is this Chapter, Job affures bis Friends, notwithſtanding all their ſevere and unjuſt Refleftions 

or bis 700 . be is ſo fully NE in . to bis Innocence, pf "inoffenſive 

- *  Deportment toto rds God and Man, that be long d for nothing more than to ſubmit his Cauſe 
to the Determination of the Almighty himſelf, tho the Calamities he at preſent labour d under 
were ſevere 1 Exceſs," and ſo, beavy, (that; he could ſcarce. tell hom to bear them. 


Degree; that your Copſolations,' inſtead of admini 
« of my Pain. O, "that I were indulg d ſo far as to be 


« your falſe and too cruel Aſperſions. I would produce convincing Arguments to ſhew 
that my Sufferings are too ſevere, and that my angry Judge inflicts too 7. ey Puniſh- 
„ ments upon me. I long to hear the Subſtance of his Ch and the black Catalogue 
«« of: Crimes \wherewith'I -artv-acchs'd.---T am conſcious to myſelf of none; and in cafe he 
« can detect me in the Commiſſion of any known Sin, I will readily acknowledge my 
% Guilt with Shame and Sorrow; I will bear my Afflictions with all the Patience and Re- 


e ſignation imaginable, and never utter one ſingle Murmur more. Could I but once pro- 
«cure a fair Hearing, I am very well aſſur d he would never controul me with his abſolute 


% Power, but would graciouſſy incline his Ear to my Allegations. He would give me 

4. Strength and Boldneſs to plead before him; he would enable me to ſtate my righteous 

Caſe in the faireſt and moſt advantageous Light, and would clear me of all your unmerciful 
« and groundleſs Accuſations. O that I knew where to find my God, my juſt, my im- 
6 ial Judge ! But alas! The Wiſh is vain, and fruitleſs. If I go forwards towards the 
, my ee loſt. If I turn backwards to the Weſtern Coaſts, my Hopes are 

ce ſtill defeated. If I wander thro* the Regions of the North, where his Wonders are moſt 
e conſpicuous, yet fruitleſs is my ſtricteſt Enquiry even there: If, in a Word, I try to 
find his Seat in the Southern Climates, yet ſtill he conceals himſelf from me; I cannot 


8 
6c 


. «© and Satisfaction I have conſiſts in this; that notwithſtanding his Ways are unſearchable, 
'« and paſt my finding out; yet, as he is omnipreſent, his all-ſearching Eye will ſoon ſurvey 
the Actions of my. Life; and when he has fully prov'd me, by this long Series of 
« Afflictions, as Gold is tried in the Furnace, I doubt not in the leaſt, but God will 


« too unjuſtly charge me. Sure I am, that I have ever trod the Path of Virtue ; that 1 
« have conſtantly ſubmitted with Patience and Reſignation to the Divine Will; that I have 
5 ſtedfaſtly obey d the facred Precepts of my God, and that no Temptations, how ſtrong 
a ſoever, could ever prevail on me to walk in the Way of Sinners. I have all along 


| (0 ſtrictly 


f 


© 


. «6. diſcover. the leaſt thing he does to clear my Innocence; and acquit me. All the Comfort 


« pronounce me innocent, and acquit me of all thoſe heinous Crimes with which you + 


„ ib ost- 
5 abs e eee and I have ever 
Work ef his Mouth, as for my Food. 

This Conduct of however, at p Ae,  Nots 
<« withſtandi 
< nor as yet 


„ compliſh %his 


e, and to execute that Wrath which he has decreed; For Reaſons 


„ beſt known to himſelf, he enth oppreſſes the Righteous. Tis his Pleaſure, and 
ho ſhall dare to diſpute bis itrary Power? When J reflect upon his Terrors, tho I 
know my Innocence and Sincerity, I am ſtruck with an inward Horror; my Heart ſinks 


<« within me, for fear ſome Sorrows yet unknown ſhould ſtill attend me; ſince e has not 
rr obo arſe agey — char ſurround men ; 


—— — 


* 


Job. : in ; this Chapeer, Sane his 8 Sg and jo fmt to et 1 — 5 8 0 Galanitic | 


'- which befal Mankind on this. Side the. Graue are no real Marks of Goif's Diſpleaſure againſt 


| 3 who labour under them. And in order to make bis Aſſertion ſtill the. ſtronger, be enu- 


merates ſeveral particular Inſtances of - wicked Men, who, notwithſtanding: all their Afts of 
. | Inbugnanity and Oppreſſion, live unmoleſted in a State of Aﬀiuence and Eaſe; and at laſt fink 


_ down into ene eee Wa wur e e gl is * 


# mr ante 5 4 05 ""W 


* 


0 Wicked never fail of meeting with Troubles and Misfortunes in ibis Life, Experience 

ce Delinquents: Even the moſt Righteous, thoſe who are moſt obſervant of his proyiden« 

0. * Dealings tow'rds the — of Men, are altogether nnn with bis Judgment: 
ays. 

«. Some are ſo notoriouſly 88 and abandon'd, that they remove their Neighbours 

| «, Land-Marks ; drive away their Goats from off the Mountains ; and their numerous 

_ « Flocks from their verdant Paſtures: And, not content with theſe private Acts of Inzuſtice, 


<<. make a Boaſt of their - rapacious Proceedings, and feaſt' in publick on their wicked 


&« Spoils: If there be an unhapp y. Orphan poles. but. of an As, they will nd out 
c ſome Excuſe or wn or driving Waway : And if a poor Widow be indebted 
to them ever ſo ſmall a Sum, they will take ad Vier or Compaſſion on her neceſſitous 
« Circumſtances, - but will inſiſt on the only Ox ſhe has to plow her Grounds with, as # 


* Pledge. —— for what a Geog, Theſe Robbers inſult even helpleſs, Paſo 
ir 


<« ſengers; inſom ot they pure Wt 


oad and fly either thro' * an i 
« Mountains to avoid their Fury. 


2 * Others again, quit the moſt frequented Cities, and. indke r * the ob 

- & barren Deſarts, where, ſoon becoming wild and ſavage, they make Rapise and Plunder 
„ their Profeſſion, in which they are ſo active and indefatigable, that they maintain their 
<« Families in Luxury without the Fatigue of manuring their Grounds. For they make 
4, Incurſions from their Coyerts upon the n fruitful nn and ſrom Fo 
. « thence ; 


* 


UT to confute/ what you 5 3 = fo rathly aſſirted ; plc that the 
us, that the Almighty conceals the Times and Scaſons: for his Deſtruction of ſuch 
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all the T have given of my Innocence and Integrity, he is ſtill inflexible, * 
his Heart incline to take Compaſſion on me; he is determin'd to e 


. Weben of JOB, 6% 


and the Grapes, without the leaſt Regard for their Neighbours 
long. Moreover, they: ſtrip the very Day*Labourers to their 
Skins, and . the Hear of” the: Day, and. £0) the Iajedics DF-the 
Weber in the Night: Who, when they perteive a Tempeſt᷑ riſing, fly co the Rocks for 
Refuge and»conceal themſelves within 6 Nayy what is ſtäll worſe, theilt 
Fes are not ſecure from the Hands of theſe violent Mien, who aotocly take them 
— under Pretence of Debt, but wreſt gheir fucking Infants from their Mothers 
© Breaſts. When they are thus ſtript, and in a ſtarving Condition, they are conducted 
e by theſe Villains to their Caverns, where they are treated worſe than Slaves; neither 
| Vill they allow them Cloaths-to Cover their Nakednets : And netwithſtanding _y 

| e have immenſe Stores of ill⸗gotten Goods, they will even their hungry 
| . * of every Sheaf they have glean'd. They oblige theſe poor diſtreſſed Wretches to la 
„ «. bourgin their Olive, and their Vine - yards, and tho' they be ready to faint, yet they'll 
« not . e them with one Drop of their refreſhing Liquor to allay their Thirſt. Theſe 

vages, 


© to him they righ 


| Lusen boch de 
} 
| 
| 
' 
! 


* def] in ſhort, invade diſtant Towns, who groan under the. Weight of 
« their Op ion, and cry out in the Streets, like Men, who are Juſt expiring with go 
© 

TEM Now, HUN TINT Almighty is witneſs of their enor mou Ctmes, 


«.yer he does der made them the publick, Marks 1 
Wickedneſs without Controul, . reſume xo tell what Time he will 
« for the Puniſnment of theſe p 5d Delinquems: And indeed he 
„ inſtantly few his Re and 2 — onde other devoted 
« Heads, the World would ſoon be empty; for beſide e audacious Robbers, who 
« dare commir der Out in the Face of the Mid-day Sun, — are a ſort of ſecret 
« Sinners, who requitE Darkneſs to hide them, and fuk about from Cave to.Gave 
E The Murderer, for inſtance, is up, as ſoon as the Dawn a 
m order to rife thoſe, who are oblig'd to riſe betimes to their oy 
4 und chen, after having lurk' d within ſome glöemy Covert till the Night 
« he then turns out again, to plunder rich Mens Houſes. The Adulterer BKewiſe delays 
* his guilty Joys till the doubtful Twilight of the Evening; when he imagines no one 
de en en Nm; and in order to prevent all Diſcovery, he muſſtes up 
„ Face: And hot with unbridled Luſt, he will dig in the Night-time the 
Walls of Houſes, on which he had ſet his Mark, in eaſe he can find no eafier 
dhe Aduktereſs's Bed. In the Daytime, indeed, they make their Aghantons, and lay 
* their Schemes for his Admittance, rr 


«Darkneſs into Execution. And if by Recident they ſſeep tee long together, and 
« Dawn eee — off the the Marks of Fear and Gui 
« imaginable one happens to fee, know either of them, they are ready to 


Er down into the Eafth. To this vile and abandon'd Crew, you may add the Pirate, 
«©; who puts to Sea, in order to invade the Property of the Merchant, and who by 
* © from one ſmall Creek to another in ſuch a Veſſel as is made for Sailing; he inriches him- 
f to that Degree, in ſo ſhort a Time, me ines. all the i ky; wp of 
« Life, as mei, and not ſufficiently ad yet theſe Villains, "fearleſs 
T vere in their wicked Courſes, becauſe they live — "The the — So of the 
8 + Almighty, is true, diſcovers all their fecret. Actions, yet he dots not exert is avenging 
| cc They live Tecure in 
= Peace 


nt rem — » — 


— ——ů — 


*. 
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they embrace ev 
for a Time, and then depart of God's Indignation upon 


„them; they ſink down into their Grave in as profound Tranquility as other Men; nay, 6 
<< they ſometimes, die with as much Eaſe as an Ear of Corn that is full ripe is cropp'd 

<« with one's Hand. What I have here aſſerted I know to be Fact, and I defy you, my 

< miſerable Comforters, or any one elſe whomſoever, to diſprove me. I rely upon 
Truth of my Diſcourſe; and ſure I am, that no one can juſtiy charge me with talking 2 
< idly, or foreign to the Sybj@t in Debatte. | 
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Job's Diſepurſe, in the preceding Chapter, was ſo inconteftable; that Bildad, heft Turn-it b. 


to ſpeak in this, begins to wave the Debate. For here be takes no Notice of it, and: only 
exhorts him, in 4 friendly Manner, to ſpeak of the Divine Majeſty with more d and + 
Reverence than be bad done, as, he imagin d, in his laſt Appeal. ; N 


HEN Bildad the Shubite, being incapable of refuting what Fob had aſſerted to be 
139 Fact, deſired him to be more cautious for the future, how he caſt Reflections on God's 
Juſtice, or how he imagin'd himſelf to be innocent and free from all Manner of Guilt, in 
caſe hs Almighty ſhould think fit to examine him; and begun his Diſcourſe in the follow- 
** Why ſhould Job preſume thus to reflect on infinite Wiſdom ? Will you charge the 
6 2 Providence with Injuſtice, as if he neglected the Righteous, and indulg'd 
66 y? His awful Majeſty ought to make you afraid; you ought to pay him 
< the Tribute of divine Adoration with the utmoſt Reverence ꝶ ſince his Empire is. % an 
** unconfin'd Extent; ſince he is in the celeſtial Manſions, where there is an . 
Harmony preſervd; where the Inhabitants of thoſe Realms of Bliſs acknowledge t 


L 2 | „Depths 


1 = d e of - Jos; 
* e and Mbenie with de unge Rfgnation to is Divins Wil 
5 r . ene of 


| 1 before the Divine Majeſty? He, who pretends to Purity in his 
St, maſt doubtleſs orget- that he is of human Extraction. If 
4 thoſe | 
„ and her ſtarry 
+; foul-Stains muſt that infinitely perfect Being diſcover in miſerable 
i a worthleſs Worm, who is nothing but Putrefaction whilſt . he li yo, and when he 


4 


ef 18. bY Words a are a a continu'd Deſcription of God's irreſiſtible Power ; yet his mien Peace 
me undatiend theſe High:Pleces ts be the Heavens, where che Sun, Moon and Stars (which in 


Others,” by theſe High-Places, underſtand thoſe lower Regions of the Air, where Thunder, 
- * nings, Storms and Tempeſts, are, according to our Naturaliſts, particularly form'd ; yet God *maketh 


' huſh; if he checks the Thunder, its awful Sound is heard no more. Fire and Hail (ſays the 720 ry ) 
. "Snow and Vapour, Stormy Wind and Tempeſt, fulfil his Word, When the Waves roll'd . 6 
to 8 


Ship which our Bleſſed Saviour was in ſeem'd in Danger of being loſt, no ſooner did he 
. Peace, be ſtill; but there was 8 Calm. 


; n, much is _ 5 or open Nen. in Heayen. 


| T HE Interrogatory, in the former part of the Verſe, is a ſtrong and allies: Aſſertion that bis 
: we anſwer. Firſt, his gels. 2 5 the Sun, Moon, and Stars, Wind, 


2 


Protection - How then durſt Man, who is ſuch a worthleſs Creature, to boaſt of his 


we take a Survey of 
Luminaries that adorn the Sky, NY Ho I 3 | 
Train, reveal their Spots to God's All-ſearching, Eye; And if 

dar lhe] 


FFF ende? 
ho | 1 | " * 75 . 
A | Miſcellaneous Mates on On ae, K. ee 4A 
eee ee 
Dominion and Fear ore with bi, be maketh Pref in bis High-Place keto? | 
HO! Cd e hens 6% N yet his Meaning is, God . e fr, 


„ eee eee Awe of hin ere . En . ue N of his re- 
Sills . 0 28 N 


r * . 33 


. maketh 7 Peace in bis High-P laces | . 


. ” 
High- Places will bear various Conſtructions. 


Scripture are call'd the Hoſt of Heaven) are in perpetual Motion, and that with the utmoſt Velocity, 
and yet keep, with the utmoſt Regularity, within their reſpectye Spheres. 


Peace even in thoſe High-Places. If he does but command the tempeſtuous Winds to ceaſe, oy are 


Others again imagine theſe Higb-Places to be the proper Habitations of the Angels, who live in 
3 Peace and Harmony with each other, and not one of dares contend with Gd. 

ain underſtand it thus in general, that God is eternally happy in himſelf, and incapable of 
the leaſt wry — or Diſturbance. He orders Matters ſo, that there are no ee or Diſcon- 


b IE be "pe „ 
1 there. am . Jr bis Armies ? And upon whon alt not bis Light % 


Armies are not onl 8 but invincible. It may be aſk d however who ee ? To which 


under, Hail, 
ec. And Laſtly; all 4 ings of what Denomination ſoever from the Elephant to the Worm: 


And theſe, if he thinks proper, can execute his Divine Command as s effeCtually as the _ lelves. 76 
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4 4 MOI og dun when ah ub bis Light rife 


1 AT is, Fit, the Light of the Sun, which is God's Light, ſhines. on 8 and te Ui : 
All Marking partake, without Diſtinction, of that ineſtimable Blefling. Or Secondly, this. 
2 taken in 4 ftrifter ner 0 God's Goodneſs to Mankind. All 1 ind Comfort ilch 
this Life proceeds from his inexhauſtible Bounty. Or Thirdly, it may be taken for the 
Light of Dri Wiſdom, that orders and directs all Things for the Good: of his Creatures. Or Laft- 
the Light of that Knowledge, by which God i is neee "Thy Sena "OOO emer, a 
ang the dated of the Text. FE 9 
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in this ter, perceiving that Bildad Bad deviated from the Subject 3 * Debate e, 
a, his gr hpi, pre and tells bim, that notwithſtanding be tall d in ſuch amt as. „ 
' be dme himſelf to be a 2 Advocate for the Almighty, yet his Diſcourſe: was not 

wide of tbe Mark, but perfettly flat and infipid id, in compariſon. to what be had to 
2 in Favour of tbe eee rm which * e e in wr 
livelier Colours. a. | 


OB, in Ae to Billed n Diſcourſe which he loak'd upon as fareign to, the Pur- 
poſe, replied with a Sneer. * 
Jou have a maſterly 2 a very happy Way, truly, of admipiſtring Comfort an 
« Conſolation to th Afflicted! How pertinent is your Diſcourſe, and with how; much Art 
4 have you pleaded his Cauſe; who ſtands in need of none of your Aid or Afiſtance! Can 
you vainly imagine, that ſuch an empty Diſcourſe as yours ſhould, be of any Service to 
the Almighty ? Upon the Suppoſition that he would Jon you to be his Privy-Counſel- 
« lor, what excellent Advice would you give him, who think no-one ſo; wiſe as yourſelf, 
« in regard to his Regulation of Affairs here below? Wy ſhould. not I know ag much 
of theſe Things as yourſelf? Or can you pretend to have any particular Inſpiration in 


relation to them? Ami fo weak, 2 that I want to be taught the common Ho. 


„Theme of the hty's Power, which is diſplay d, not only in the Heavens, but in 

the loweſt Parts of the Mirth, where numberleſs Creatures, and many of a gigantic: Size 
* are form'd in the unfathomable Ocean. I well know likewiſe, that th is Qmagſcient as 
„ well as Almighty.” He into the deepeſt Receſſes: The Dead themſelves, the 
«© remov'd out of human Sight, are obyigus to his View: The Night and the Day are 
„the ſame to him. Tis he that expands the» Northern Sky. over the empty Space; 
4 'tis he that hangs this Globe of Earth in Air; and his wondrous Power and Wiſdom are 
the only Pillars that ſupport it. It is he that commands the fluid Clouds to ſuſpend the 
Rain; and tho' they hang low thro* the Waters that are put up in them, yet they are 
i not burſt aſunder all at but at his Direction, one Drop diſtils from them after 
« another, in order to 2 oe the Earth. And leſt: the Glory - the Sun ſhould dazale 
our weak Eyes too much, in order to break the Force of it, he draws his Clouds, as 
4 Curtain between him and us. He raiſes Boundaries around the Ocean, and keeps the 
< foatning NY ab it were, 1 . they ſhould create a Deluge, and o'er- 
.< flow 
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"CHAP. XXVI, = 


2 n and perceiving that Zophar, r- 3 
* es bud not bing to offer, 2 in this Chapter, that notwit 
ous bt "indeed to ſuy any Thing an, nth g u. ie, e : e 
e of nd 0 Jil be was dme 0 plead is own Cauſe, and maintain his own 
Innocence and Integrity to the laſt : That, on the other Hand, be would neuer ſubmit to 
their erroneous Doctrine, namely, that Divine Vengeance always, without Exception, over- 
beet the Oppacher in this Life; ide be rr nee hcl 


* 1 — 2 be meets with the hc room due to bis Demerits. 


OB inade_ « Pauſe here for u There Time, in . 
' whoſe Turn it was to Tpeak ; dont aide, he reviv'd his Diſcourſe, and 


wet more ſolemn Manner, and with greater Energy than ever, contis'd his Parable and 


f God, nn whe, at Tor Mien buf. known to him- 
& ſelf, refuſes to hear and awful and Almighty Being, who is 
"« che Lord of the' Univ par emp rer and has thought fit 
4 to overwhelm me with Sorrows to that Degree, that my Lies a perfect Burden to me: 


| By that Eternal God, 1 fwear, that as long as I have any Breath remaining, as long as 


ve he enables me to utter a ſingle Word, 2 the Sentiments of 
* my Meart; nor ſhall my Lips 2 For which Reaſon you muſt 
4 — chat t I will acquieſce in your Notion; that I will ever acquit your cenſorious 
% Tongues, confeſs the Indi&ment which vou have brought againſt me of Oppreſſion, 
as Fraud and Hypocriſy; and by that Conceſſion injure my Virtue: No, TI + "Rr 
22 of every Article with which I am accus'd. I will ſtedfaſtly = al 
Intention of my Heart; nothing ſhall diſſuade me from pleading my own 
04 « Cue z Gon my Conſciende does not at preſent accuſe me; neither ſhall it ever upbraid me 
©<< hereafter with being o mean and abject, as to betray mf own Innocence and Integrity. 
„ And he who ſets himſelf A rey 1 Oppoſition to me; op. would repreſent me as one 
of the vileſt of Sinners, be found, ns Ol ds, guilty of more heinous Crimes 
« himſelf; he ſhall prove himſelf, I ſay, a more flagrant Offender than I am: For I am 


very ſenſible, that it is petit Folly and Madneſs for any ene to counterfeit * 


bas 


8 Try — his Children, for Inſtance, devour d either b 


„ qty: 
* himſelf entirely 1don'd and neglected. Unutterable Woes, like un Tnundation, ſhall 


LY nk RVATIONS. 


nnen Whillt he lives indeed, he m 
«. nefit_ and Advantage from his ypoeritieal Proceedings 3 
& when he comes to yield wp the Ghoſt ? Nay, beſine 
« dreadful Calamity comes, en OR ROT 
« Cries, who diſown'd his Authority over him? Or will he haye ſufficient Aſſurance 
« make his Addreſſes to kim, or expect any Conſolation from One, whom he is conſcious 


8 he has deſpis'd ? In ſuch a Caſe, will he not rather be driven. to Deſpai „ and determine. 


«© to make no Applications there, where there is no Proſpect of Succels ; 
_ * If ygu are not too proud and diſdainful to receive atrudions from Me, I vil ew * 
God Almighty deals with the Wicked ; 1 will diſcover to you ſome ſecret Me- | 
he is pleas'd to direct. his Conduct. You are all conſcious to. yourſelves < 
« thar T have juſt Grounds for m r nn 7 wake” rag Rana: -— of „ 
« fence of an erroneous Tenet. allowy that a wicked Man, but not as e in- 2 
« fiſt all 8 in general, N doer fornetimies meet with thatPu- =»: 
ve 1 God which he juſtly enough. deſerves z Which ought indeW to *cauſe +» « 
ed as himdelf, to dread the wut Arm af den offended God. We A 
Ln es 
, & wy + 
— ba hols 


« War, or Civil Diſcord; or, in a Word, if they have 
Hing ring Famine ; or otherwiſe, by fuch an infectious and 


One would dare to attend their Funeral; nor did their Widows long furvive to be- = 


„ moan their Loſs; inſomuch that, notwithſtanding he had hoarded up fuch immenſe 
ce e 2 to Silver no more than the Stones in che Street, or coltly Furniture, 
« or Appare Duft upon the Ground; yet he ſhall have nothing more than the 
& 9 Fa. br rr them together; for his Children-ſhall reap no Benefit"ar Ad | 
from all his Indoſtry and Fatigue. The Almighty ſhall confer all che Bleſſings he onde +3 
« enjoy'd on ſome other Family, who would be more thankful,” and make a better Uſe-of -Y 
« his Favours. He ſhall ere&, indeed, forne ſtately Fabrick for his Habitation, bas, i | 
« ſhall ſoon. decay, and with as much Eaſe be teduc d to Ruins, as a Moth is ſhaken out 
* of a Garment? It ſhall be of no longer Duration, than, a Shed or Out-houle, that is ; 
& erected by its Owner, with he. ow iew, than to protect either his Fruits, or ks 
« Vintage, for a ſhort Selifon only; from-the Inclemency of the Weather. When de comes & 
& ro die, he fall have no Friend do ere any Monument for the f bis Me- 
; nay, *tis probable, even in his Life-time, be ſhall have the Mortification 80 ſee 


%% OVerwhelm him; a ſudden Storm of divine Wrath ſhall ariſe in the Night, and hu 
«© him away, when he is no ways /prepar'd to withſtand it. An Eaſtern Whirlwind ſhall 
«© not only carry away his Habitation, but Himſelf too, thro* the Regions of the Air; 
„God ſhall throw his fatal Darts at him, nor ſpare n the Midſt of his Diſtreſs; in 
« yain the miſerable Wretch ſhall cry . for M ; his Neighbours ſhall hiſs at his 
2 in daf dat fe fo th borroing his tnonfrous Vanity d 9 
0 ride 99 


* 


* 1* the Original its he added to take up his Parable, which is much more elegant, 1 1 


Maxims, as were fraught with 
© "cauſe they carry ſuch a Weight and Conviction in them, that every One's Judgment and Under- 


and Opinions of Mankind muſt be try'd and govern'd by them, whether they will 
for Truths or not. 


Things in Heaven, or Things on Earth, may. with Propriety be term'd a Parable. And Laſtiy, 
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2 MMoreover Job continued bis Parable, and ſaid. : 
Loa. + 3 So . * 144 * 8 : ” 5 840 „ * P , 1 0 x . 
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'@ chan the Tranſlation. © For the Meaning is, he did not only purſue .the Topick he had n; 
but be deliver d what he had farther to ſay with more Life and Vigour, with more Energygand Power. 
Aud What he farther” ſaid is call'd a Parable, becauſe the Original Term ſignifies to rule- and govern, 
and his Speech was a ruling .or 2 Speech, that is to ſay, it abounded with ſuch ſententious 

| iſdom and Truth. And ſuch. ims are call'd Parables, Firſt, be- 


ſtanding acqttieſces'in thoſe Truths, which they aſſert. And here what Fob adds may with great Pro- 
SET germ'd a Parable, as it is a Collection of ſuch ruling Sentences, as his 8 were 
Iſſue to aſſent to, by the final Sentence or Deciſion of the Almighty himſelf. 


oblig'd in | 
J , Secondly ſuch ruling Sentences are call'd+Parables, becauſe they flow'd for the generality, from 
the Mouths of Rulers or Princes. Solomon ſpake a great Number of Parables or Proverbs, who was 


a great King, and rul'd over his Subjects more by his Wiſdom, than by his Power. Thirdly, ſuch 


Maxims are call'd Parables, becauſe are the Touch-ſtones of Truth ; and the 2 Actions 
wledge them 
' Others, again, derive the Original Term here made uſe of, which we tranſlate Parables, from One 


that ſignifies to li ken, or make like ; which very well comports with the Nature of a Parable, as it is a 
Truth convey'd by Way of. Similitude or Likeneſs. Thus our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf ſpake many 


|  - Things te- his Diſciples in Parables, that is, in Similituder, or iſons, of one Thing with ano- 
cher. Again, Parablis are call'd Similitudes, or Similes, becauſe they reſemble, or bear the expreſs 


the Wiſdom and Truth of thoſe who utter'd them. 


© & Parable, in ſhort, is taken, in Scripture, in four different Senſes. And Firſt, for any Divine 


Aim, Axiom or Principle, which is univerſally receiy'd. Secondly, it is often taken for an intri- 
cate, and dark Saying, a Riddle, not eaſily to be reſoly'd, * ſition to a plain and obvious 8 
Some important Truth, but deliver'd under a Diſguiſe. irdly, any Similitude, or Reſemblance of 


Every Man's own Judgment or Opinion in any Caſe, whether true or falſe, is not only a Parable to 
Himſelf, but he would have it be ſo to 2 elſe, that is to ſay, a ſtanding Rul or a prudential 
been tranſlated by One. learned Commentator thus 3 And 


7 


Maxim.” And for this, Reaſon, the Text 


Fob proceeded to continue bis Oration : And by Another, Jeb proceeded to deliver his Opinion. 
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ob's Deſign, is thi + Chapter, as e to n thas 8 Men may, » their 
Jo TY Induſtry, attain to a very great Degree of Knowledge, may bade an adequate Idea of 
© 75 Works of Nature, and know how to apply them to uſeſul Purpoſes ; yet true Wiſdom, at 
the ſame Time, is coneeal'd from their Eyes , they cannot tomprebend "what ſecret Reaſons the 
Almighty bas for not inflifting thoſe ſevere Judgments on all wicked Men in ener al, which 
fall with Weight on the devoted Heads ef ſome Particulars: That to kom this is the muſt 
valuable Branch of Wiſdom, that God alone can beſtow ſuch” ſupernatural Knowledge un the 
Sons of Men; and that you COPE PRONE ade in an . Dread and . 
1 r . 


o (continues a hin Oaks ive you Ge for God' 8 
eb is reg ps ae (cms Js of ſome cl nd gi g Men, and his Per- 
« e of others, re to live and die in Affluence and Eaſe, without the 
«6. leaſt Interruption: But notwithiſ ſome Men, by their Art and Induſtry, have 
« found out hidden Treaſures of Silver and Gold, yet they muſt deſpair of ever diſcovering 
«« this important Secret; ſince God has reſery'd T in his own Breaſt. The Smelter can 
e find out Ways and Means to purge a Maſs of Earth from its Droſs, and to extract Tron 
«. from it; he knows how to refine molten Copper in the Furnace.— The Miner ſearches all 
c the Seats ge ns, tho” as 3 . 1s on Ng of Death; and there takes 
40 Delight in throwing her Minerals into divers Shapes; in poliſhing” precious Stones; and 
« imparting to them that Hardneſs which is requiſite to render — ſtill more valuable: 
„He lays open, it is true, the dark Bowels of the Earth, and expoſes them to public 
« View; but then an unexpected Flood burſts out from ſome adjacent Rock, and interrupts 
% his Proceedings: By Art and Induſtry, however, he ſupports his Works, and drains the 
« flowing Deluge from the Mine.—As for the Earth, the Surface of it is embelliſn'd with 
a vaſt Variety of fruitful Trees, and Flowers, and Grain of all Sorts; whilſt its internal 
Parts are plentifully- ſtock'd with glittering Gems, and afford ſuch Minerals as abound 
« with an oily Subſtance, and are full of Fire: Here beauteous Saphirs lie buried amon 
common Stones, and here rich golden Sands are mixt amongſt the'Rubbiſh. He treads 
« in ſuch Paths as were never known to Birds of Prey, or to the Vulture itſelf, fo fam'd 
for its quick Sight; ſuch as the moſt ravenous Beaſts, the Lions or his Whelps, for In- 
«© ſtance, who leave no Place unſearch'd to gratify their Hunger, did never enter. He, 
« by his unwearied Diligence, digs through the hardeſt Rocks; he undermines Mountains, 
« in hopes of finding ſome hidden Treafures : And in caſe he meets with any Waters, 
« which obſtruct the Courſe of his Work, he cuts a Channel thro' the Rock to convey 
46 another Way, that nothing of Value, which lies buried underneath, may eſcape his 
penetrating Eye. Nay, what is ſtill a more arduous Undertaking, he ſtops the Courſe 
66 4 85 Rivers, and drains: them dry for the fame Purpoſe: However, notwithſtanding he 
may prove ſucceſsful in Reſearches of this Nature, he muſt not preſume to pry into the 
« dark and intricate Ways of Divine Providence: He may apply himſelf as cloſe to Study, 
4 as han thinks 2 he _ be as indefatigable as he will in his curious Enquiries z bs let farch at 
M ce : 


8a Die His ro 'of JOB, 


* into this Secret, he will never de able to gecount ſar God's pot 
« does ſome) who are ſo inſolent and audacious as to deſpiſe his Power, and bid him De- 


« fiance. This Wiſdom alas! is. not ta be p Pre bd ot ny any Rate ; for no Part of this 
lei 


« ſearch ever ſo long, let him fatigue his Mind ever ſo much, he will never be 2 85 Po 


« World is capable of conferring fo divine a Tho! the artful Miner, as above 


«© obſery'd,. may dig ever ſo deep, yet all his * diligent Exquiries will never diſcover it; 


nor is it to be brought from any of thoſe diſtant Countries te which the A chart fails. 
.« This ineſtiwable Jewel is not to be purchas'd. with all the Silver and Geld that was 
. «4 ever. brought from Oobir itſelf; the Onyx we the Saphire, and ether precious Stones, 
% with which that Country abounds, are to be deſpis'd when once tendred u df equal 


% Value. Nay, if all the Geld and Chryſtal which are braugbt fram dther foreign Parts, 
.« ſhould be added to the former; if all the Veſſels of the maſt refin'd and mai Gold, 


4 Which the Art of Man ever made were to be given for it, the Price would be unequal : 


„ Parts ſtilk added to it, ere all mere Triftes, and bear na Manner of Proper 
« ineſtimable Jewel. Who then can inform us where this Wiſdora ia to be mtain dd Or 


« The Rubies and Pearls which are brought out of the Eaſtern Mountains are net worthy 
0 22 aer mention'd with this Wiſdom. Tho' a Man was to dive to the Bottom of the Sea, 

ERR aka he het ge Flaps: yet he could not fetoh up 
«, + thi fo x this lies deeper. The Arabian Topaz which ia worn by the Eihicpian Kings, 
«and, ſo highly valu'd for its peculiar Luſtre, apc every. atber golden Trinket: _—_ 
n ta 


« who knows the Place where this Underſtanding lies conceabd? We may make: what En- 


« quiry-we pleaſe aſter it, but na One will be able tra reſalve the Queſtion propos d, for 


4 


Ki Fear of the Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to depart from. Evil, that is Underſtanding 
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«. tis conceal'd from all Mankind: The moſt ſagacious Wis, with all their Penetration, 


ic were he ver able to diſcloſe the Secret. Death and the Grave are the belt Iufoermers; tis 
from them only ve can hear any Account at all of it: And cven alt chat they can tell 


_- « u (which falk infinitely ſhort "of the Mark) is this, that in a ſhort Time they will lay 


ge all Degrees of Men upon a Level; and then it will be a Concern of very little Im- 
0 poxtance, who had been „ or who afflicted, No one, but God himſelf; under 
6. ſtands the Ways and Methods "his on Providence. He alone knows where that Wiſdom, 
« which we are thus enquiring after is actually ſeated, and that is No wheve, hut in his 
«own all-comprehending Mind: For, who thould be capable of goveming the Univerſe, 
« but he, eee pre ee re ran Eye penetrates, at 

tone intuitive View, into all the Corners of the Earth; which he has ſo. wiſghe 429 6 cr 


«. diſpos d, that the Winds can never blow with more Fierceneſa, nor the Waves. of the Sea 
. + make any farther Progreſs: than he has appointed and preſcrib'& them? The Rain like- 


“ wiſe and the Thunder are entirely at his Diſpoſal ; and when Nature was thus: reſtrain d, 
« and ſubject to theſe Laws, he was well pleas'd with the Wiſdom: that was confpicuous 
6 in all his Works. He made theſe Laws therefore perpetyal, becauſe, after all: the En- 


6 quiry that could be made, there was not the leaſt Fault to be found. And when he 


created Man, to whom he had: deny*d: the perfect Knowledge of his Ways, he faid, be 


Never attempt to know any more than what God is pleas'd to reveal; pry + cabin his 


6 ſecret Myſteries. Frue Happineſs conſiſts in bel righteous ; and he that is ſtriftly 
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Job; plans) 5 384} Hs Nee bed perfettly OT wo dp 7 4 qo | 
Neel emp of all bis Diſcolttſes, on 7 of bis Mi(fot tines, reminds 7 5 

_ this Chapter, o of the 1 and Reſpel whith was did th all bis publick Heer be, both by 
rich aid poor 3 of Bis hp and carne þ 5 Jf God ts rate Bos ace more, 


4 if be thenght State., In th 2 Non, be gives, an As colt, in 

oo 70 f 10 Ruderer and Integrity, of tht preuliar Care Which be as vp to 

a Ptri of an impartial Full, tit when be was the muſt © 25 F all the 

and could batt goed ds be pliafd without Controul. be adds, that be 

* chert and Confolaon of 9 5 park . Wnder am eke . bis 

"Jah Pratites and Delight The Reaſon oops. Hd bis this F ory? bis various 

Ea 2 Fice 2 ee G r iſe a Was te tony td cornice bis Friends, tot 

* e 75 bim with 2 complicated Guilt, of. Frau 
7 Armen Lin Puniſh Bim on account. 4 vicious Co . in 45 


N 1 1 


| 44. ee A lng heh he „ 
eſpeck fromm his Friends that 995 1.5 Was an biconteſtable 
ttt of heit Neglect, he Went ön in 157 o Vn Vindication 
Days fügt be reſtor d, in which Gele 7 Was pleas d t to 
« „ ev me with his and Aﬀiſtance! Thoſe. pleaſant Days, when a 7 W nech but re- 
Act of his Indul 1 en 1 was N and Fete Font the In- 
” conveniences of this Life ander the Shelter of his Protedtion.! Oh that it were in my 
„ Power to fetal that Peace. and Tranquility which I en Joys | in the Days of my Youth! 
„ Wbenm I was 4 Prince in Power; and Whatever | e m my. pak) ive 1 to 
« by al of Meri with ir utmoſt Reckless and Attention Altnighty 
& youctfafed to finife upon the? When all my Children, like ſo many Oli bra 
6 ſtood a my Table; and my numerous Domeſticks were attending at a Diſtance to 
* know my: Plechne When my Lands were all fruitful, and my F. locks and Herds ſo nu- 
« merous, tt I could Have bathve myſelf, as in a River, in Streams of Milk and Oil! 
* When 1 went in egal State to my Tribunal! where I fat myſelf as Judge, and: 
« with the urttioft Impartialit) the Coniplaints of all my Subjects! When the young 
_« who crowded about the ; of the Court, were ſeiz'd, at Sight of me, with . 4 
er 3 Fear, that they durſt not look me in the Face! When the „who were 
ing within, ef! food op AI was eel! e and as a Teſtimony. of. their 
bs mn dn and R up till I was ſeated! at which Time, there 7 0 
« found Silence obſer Vd; the Princes thergſelves refrain'd from talking, and 2 — 
ee hftned with tat enden. 75 not the Murmur was heard throughout the Pt 
« Court : They were, in ſhort ſo ſtill, that their Tongues ſeem'd fix'd to the yery Roofs 
e of their Mouths: And notwithſtanding all this 1 was paid me; notwithſtanding 
« whatever 1 order d Was an abſolute Law, and n the Readineſs imaginable moſt 


« punctualty obey'd;; yet fo far was I from acting the Part of a Tyrant, or n Oppreſſor, 
M 2 Terms 
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e ſing their leſs ſubtle, tho more innocent Neighbours; and compell'd them to; returr 
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«© (Terms of Infamy with which you have ſo frequently branded me) that there was no 


One preſent in the Court that heard my definitive Sentence on any Caſe whatever, but 
. 66. applauded me for my impartial Proceedings; no One ever fix'd his Eyes upon me; but 


* the Deference and Reſpect which he paid me was viſible to all about him: And the 


„ Reaſon was this; becauſe, when the Poor have cry'd, I never turn'd a deaf Ear to their 
% Complaints; and the Fatherleſs, who had no One to do them Juſtice, never fail'd of 
« finding me. their Guardian and Protector. How would thoſe whoſe Eſtates, I have pre- 
ee ſery'd, When they were on the Brink of Ruin, repeat their * Bleſſings. on. my Head 
„ With what Care did 1 dry up the Tears of the diſconſolate Widow] And for my Indul- 


= gence towards . how gratefully. would ſne proclaim n 8 or. in the 
u 1 Paths" of 


Morning, when I aroſe, 1 was determin'd never to deviate from the'Paths' of Iuſtice all 
« the Day following; and I accounted the impartial and unbiaſs'd Sentence which I pals'd 


de on every Caſe that was brevets before me, a greater Honour and Credit to me, than the 


«<< rich purple Robe that .croſs'd my Shoulders, or the Diadem itſelf that adorn'd my Head. 
I gave Inſtructions to thoſe. who were ignorant of the true State of their Caſe, and I po 


e vately aſſiſted thoſe with Money, who had not wherewithal to ſupport their Cauſe... 


«* ſuch a paternal Tenderneſs and Regard to the poor and needy.; that I pleaded his Cauſe, 
«© as well as paſs'd Sentence in his Favour: And if his Cafe was. intricate and obſcure, 1 
« never laid it aſide, till I had examin'd it thoroughly, and entred fully into its Merits : 
« By which Precaution, I render'd ſuch as were | and defigning, incapable of oppreſ- 


« what they had wreſted from them by Violence and Extortion : And, refleting with Plea 
«fare on the numberleſs virtuous. Actions that I had thus done; and on the abſolute | 

te uncontrolable Authority with which 1 was thus inveſted, 1 flatter'd myſelf, that after a 
« Jong Series of uninterrupted Felicity in this Life, I ſhould go down to the Grave in 
% Peace, and lie interr d amongſt my illuſtrious Predeceſſors: For I imagin'd, as I was like 

« a Tree, that extended its Branches far and wide over a running Brook, whoſe verdant 
Leaves were daily refreſh'd by the Dew of Heaven, that I ſhould flouriſh, and look«gay 


forever: My Reputation increas'd daily, and ſo did my Power, Which enabled me to 
_« ſupport that Dignity and Grandeur which I had afſum'd. I had no Occaſion in the ſeaſt, 


% however, to be ſolicitous on that Account; for whenever I open'd my Mouth, all who 
« were within hearing, liſtned with the utmoſt Attention; and every Word I utter'd was 
« a Law unto them. I met with no Contradiction from any one, no Amendment of any 
Speech 1 ever made; but all my Words inſtill'd themſelves ſweetly into their Ears, 
«and prov'd full of Perſuaſion : For they waited: with as much Impatience to know m. 


oy Wyn on any obſcure Topick, as the Huſband-man does for the refreſhing, Show's 
44 


er Sced- time; and ſuck d it in with as much Eagerneſs, as the thirſty Earth doth the 


latter Rain, to fill the riſing Corn. They paid me ſo. much Deference and Ref; 


that when I condeſcended to be free and jocular with them, they look*d upon it w_ 
« Honour they cou'd hardly expect; and whatever Gaiety I aſſum'd, it never in the leaſt 
«* diminiſh'd that Authority which I had over them. Wherever I, went to pay a Viſit, it 
was always accounted a great Obligation, and I had ever the Preeminence. And as 
e my Condeſcenſion and Familiarity, on the one Hand, bred no manner of Contempt; fo 
« their Submiſſion and reverential Awe of me did not tempt me to keep them at too 
1 great a Diſtance: For, when I appear'd amongſt them as a powerful Prince, attended 


Vith a ſplendid Train of Guards, and other Retinue; I adminiſtred Comfort and Con- 
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. ſation tothe meaneſt of them, and would ſuffer no One's. Face; to be clouded; with 


« Confuſion.” - Ke: e 
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vine; Providence, however, has thought fit, to alter m ap Cot and 4 ſuch a 


de plorable Manner, that the young Men, who in my Proſperity durſt not ſo much 

«as look me in the Face, have the Aſſurance now to inſult me: 5 thoſe mean, de- 
ce ſpicable Wretches, whoſe Fathers were the Scum and Refuſe of the Earth. Men either 
* worn, out with A or grown weak and infirm, thro a diſſolute and i Courſe 
« of Life; Men, w > were e indolent, needy, and juſt ready to- 5 Who 
« ſneak'd into remote, Deſarts, in order to conceal their Nakedneſs ; who 
« were reduc'd to that pus Taq State, that they appeas d their Hunger with any Herbs, 
how unſavoury ſoever, that fell in their Way; who were baniſh'd from all Civil Society ; 
« 18 whenever or whereſoever they made their Appearance in publick, there was imme⸗ 
ely an Hue and Cry after them, as after a Thief that is cloſely purſu'd: Who' had 

no other Places of þ 82 but the gloomy Clifts. in the Valleys, or the Caverns, which 
« 'by their wandring about diſcover'd in the Rocks or Mountains. They were heard 
« to' bray, like Aſſes, under the Brambles; they ſkulk'd, for fear of being ſeen, under 
« the ſtinking, ſtinging Nettles. They were diſſolute and abandon'd Fellows, the obſcure 
« Offipring of Parents as vicious as themſelves ; Men,, in a Word, who were not fit to live 
« upon the Face of the Earth: And yet, ſuch is my hard Lot! I am at preſent. their 
« Laughing-ſtock, the Object of Paſtime and Deriſion to ſuch as theſe, and my Misfor- 
« tunes are the principal Subject of their Diſcourſe; |. Even theſe Men, ſhew their Abhor- 


« near me; or if they do, it is only to infult and revile me. are = ſenſible, the Al- 
* mighty has tri pp'd me of all my Subſtance, and by a long $55 Afflictions, has re- 
duc'd me — a Prince to a Beggar; and for that en inſtead of ſhewing me any 

« Manner of Reſpect, they make a Mock at my Miſery, and are rude without Reſtraint. 
They encourage even Striplings to treat me with Contempt, and riſe up againſt me to 
obſtruct my Way. throw me down, and trample me under their Feet. They uſe 
« every Art they can 7; to accompliſh my Ruin. They diſtract my Thoughts to that 
« chat I am perfectly at a Loſs what Meafures to take in this my deplorable State 
and Condition: They miſconſtrue my melt innocent Actions, and increaſe the Anguiſh 
of my Soul by their bitter Taunts and Reproaches, in the Invention whereof they are ſo 
* fruitful, that they need no Helper. They ruſh upon me with as much Fury, as a Band 

« of Soldiers upon their Enemies, after a ſucceſsful Siege; or as a Torrent of rapid Waters 


rence and Deteſtation of me; and as deſpicable Villains as nee 75 they diſdain to come 


++, pours: down upon an adjacent Valley, after the Banks that ac their Current are 
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broken dewn. This fatal Revolution has aft6niſh'd me to the laft Degree; all my future 
Hopes and Expectations are entirely fruſtrated, and ſcatter'd about like Chaff before the 
„ Wind. All my former Felicity is diſſolv'd, and melted away, like Snow before the 
* Fan, "My Soul is ready to faint within me, when I reflect on my paſt pleaſant Days, 
« and the unutterable Woes which now overwhelm me. All Night I lie extended, as it 
« were, upon a Rack; I feel ſuch agonizing Pains, as pierce thro' my very Bones: All my 
<4. Blood is in ſuch a Ferment, that 1 can take no Reſt. The Putrefaction which flows 
*.. from every Part of me, ſtains all my Veſtment in ſuch a loathſome Manner, that it ſticks 
6% a claſ to my Sores, as the Collar of my Coat does to my Neck. The Alm in his 
„Anger bas caſt me into the Mire; even whilſt am alive, I am reduc'd, as it were, to 
«Duſt and Aſhes. But what is ſtill more tormenting than all the Reft, is this; tho” T call 
<« upon the Lord ever ſo loud, he will not hear me; tho? I make my Moan, yet he regards 
« me not. Tho? God was once tp to me, yet 5 is now F e e 2 2 4 
* ture ſeems perfectly chang d. ſtrong Arm, from whence and Re- 
„ ſief, is now avs againſt me to aggravate my Sorrows. I am driven to and fro, like 
Chaff before the Wind; and throw down at laſt with fach Fury, that my Bones are all 
„ broken to Pieces; nfomuch n ns left, but chat 
the Grave, which is che gencrall Neeeptacle of all Mankind, will hortly teceive me. I 
„ knaw; indeed, that God's aflicting Hand will not purfue me thither'; for tho“ Men may 
„ complain as long as Life endutes; yet when they're once laid o in their ſilent Tottibs, 
© < they thenceforth reſt in Peace. Hard is my Lot, to have no Pity, or Compaſſion ſhew'd 
4% mel Was I ever cruel, or unmerciful to any of my Fellow- Creatures? When that the 
% Poor have cry'd, have not I fed and wept? Have not I always, with Pleaſure, fup- 
« plyd their daily Wants? From which repeated Benefactiorg, I r 
« thought, to hope for ſome Indulgence towards myſelf; but, inſtead of finding Mercy, I 
« am plung'd in an Abyſs of Sorrows. My Woes ate fo numerous, and fo great, that 
e they. have thrown me into the utmoſt Confuſion ; my Entrails burn, like Fire, without 
« Intermiflien. Such are my Affliciions, that 1 have not the leaſt Ray of Comfort; reſtleſs 
I mourn all Night and Day, and cannot refrain from Sighs and Groans tho Crouds ſtand 
bund me. For which Reaſon I repair to the moſt folitary Deſarts, where my Cries are 
_ «fo inceſſant, -N e and Owls are acquainted with my Misfortunes. 97 
4% Bones are parch'd up with ſcorching Heat to that Degree, that they ſtart, and b 
_ < thre” my black, and wither'd Skin. In a Word, F have now laid afide my tuneful Harp; 
JO. | | Organ; each muſical Inſtrument is baniſh'd from my Houſe, 
turn'd to Mourning.” 3h | e 
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bi in this Chapter, gives a large and particular Detail of his ſeveral Virtues : And let bis | 
*. ſhould put any Miſconferuttion on what be bad ſaid in the preceding Chapter, be 
| bays his very Soul open before them. In the firſt Place, he mentions bis peculiar Choſtity, 
which he bad extended fa far, as not to indulge himſelf in one inordinate Laok, er indeed an. 
impure Thought. To this be adds, the ftri# Juſtice which be bad conftantly obſerv'd in all 
| bis Dealings, and the Tenderneſs and Indulgence which he had ever eum to al ſuch as 
were under any Dire 3: And morecver, aſſerts, that he had never put his Truſt and Confi- 
dence in Riches, which are precarious Bleſſings ; that be bad never been guiliy f "the leaſt 
At of Holatry; that be was always fimcerely ſorry for any Misfortunes' f bas attended even 
thoſe who were bis proſeſi d and moſt implacable Enemies; that be bad always bebav'd bim- 
| ſelf in an open and hoſpitable Manner even 10 Strangers; and that be bad never exdeavour'd 
| to palliate, or conceal any Fault that he was conſcious to himſelf be bad once committed. 
And in the Concluſion, be ſolemnly calls God to Witneſs, that be had boaſted of no One Vir- 
tue, but what he-was in reality poſſeſs'd of, and proteſts that he would with all the d. 


4 
o 


tisfaftion imaginable be tried in his awful Preſence by any impartial Judge. 

* UT be not you, my Friends, fo cruet and hard-hearted, as obſtinately to put a Miſ- 
6 B conſtruction on all the complicated Sorrows which I labour under, and argue from 
«+. thence, as you have hitherto done, that I muſt inevitably be a Hypocrite, and guilty of 
the moſt flagrant Crimes; for I ſolemnly proteſt to you, in the firſt Place, that I have 
bern peculiarly careful to avoid the Indulgence, even of the leaſt wanton, or laſcivious 
Thought. How then ſhould I ever be tempted to that Degree, as by Violence to rob 
« a Virgin of her Honour? For I am conſcious to myſelf, that there is a God above, who 
« oyer-rules the Actions of all his Creatures; and what Favour could L expect from him, were I 
« guilty of ſuch an enormous Crime? I well know; what Portion attends a Man that is unclean, 
« and the bitter End of all his lawleſs Pleaſures: I am ſenſible what Vengeance deſcends 
% from Heaven on the Heads of ſuch Workers of Iniquity. Doesn't the ' Almighty mark | 
« all my Steps, and can any Sin, however ſecret, be conceaPd from his Ali-ſearchin 4 
« Eye? If I ever ſhew'd the leaſt Approbation of the Proceedings of the Unrighteous; it 
„J ever made haſte to be rich, through Fraud or jos me then let Heav'ns heavieſt 
Vengeance fall with Weight upon me! I am very deſirous of being weigh'd in a Balance, 

« that the Almighty may have inconteſtable Proofs of my Truth and Veracity. IF I have 

« ever ſwerv'd the Laws of Juſtice, thro* Favour or Affection; if I have ever coveted 

« my Neighbours Goods, or if clandeſtine Bribes have ever: ftain'd my avaritious Hands; 

«<-then let my Fences be broken down by the Spoiler; then let the Invader reap: the Har- 

<« veſt of all that I have ſow'd ; let him take Poſſeſſion of the Fruits of my Gardens, and 

root up my very Trees for another's Uſe ! If any Female Charms ere mov'd my Heart 

<« to entertain a Thought of Lawleſs Love; if e're I watch'd for my Neighbour's Abſence, 

<« or ſtrove to get Admittance, unobſerv'd, into his Houſe, with a View to defile his Bed 

« with my unchaſt Embraces; then may my own Wife become a Proſtitute, and the 

<« Stranger rob me of my Right! For I will boldly aſſert, that no Puniſhment, leſs than 

<« Death itſelf, is due to the Sin of Adultery ; that fuch a lawleſs Paſſion is a * 1 
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ſtreſſed Traveller to lodge in the Streets; for my Doors were ever open for his Recep- 
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verty and Ruin. So far have I been from the Commiſſion of any ſuch flagrant Acts of 


ſuming Fire, which in a ſhort Time will reduce the Delinquent and his Family to Po- 
Injuſtice to my Neighbours, that I have never exerted my Power to injure or oppreſs the 


meaneſt of my Slaves; but whenever any One of them have made the leaſt Complaint 
againſt the ſevere Treatment they have met with from myſelf, or from any of my A- 


gents, I have wav'd all the Privileges, and allow'd them a fair and impartial Hearing. 
For I confider'd, that tho? it was in no Man's Power to call me to account for any of 
my Dealings with them, how. rigorous and ' ſevere ſoever ; yet, were I to ſtand before 
the Throne of God my Heav'nly Maſter, I ſhould have no Excuſe for the Vindication of 


my Conduct. What Meaſures could I take to eſcape his Vengeance? Did not his Hand 
frame my Servant, as well as myſelf? Is not the Clay, of which we are both compos'd, 
the very fame ? And don't we both alike wear the of our Maker ? If then I took 
no Pity. or Compaſſion, on him for his own Sake, I ſhould, doubtleſs, ſhew ſome De- 


ference and Reſpect to his, and my own Creator. If the Cries of the Poor did not al- 


Ways prevail on me to ſuccour and relieve them; if I ever caus'd the Hopes of the Wi- 


dow to fail; if I ever kept a Luxurious Table for the Gratification only of my own in- 
ordinate Appetite, and did not permit the Fatherleſs to partake of my Dainties; the 


. Orphans, whom I always from my Infancy regarded as my own Children; if I ever ſaw 


a miſerable Wretch lie naked, and ſuffer'd him to_ periſh for Want of Clothing; if his 
Loins, which I had fo warm'd, did not bleſs my Bounty and Compaſſion ; if ever I ap- 
pear'd in any Court of Judicature againſt the Orphan, becauſe I knew my Intereſt there 


was much greater than his; then let my Arm rot from the Joint, and fall from my 


Shoulder-bone ! For I never entertain'd a Thought, that I had, Power ſufficient to evade 
the Vengeance of the Almighty ; I always dreaded the ſwift Deſtruction which he pre- 
pares for thoſe who rebel againſt him; his awful Power ever deterr'd me. If I ever 
plac'd my Truſt or Confidence in any of my moſt magnificent and coſtly Palaces ; if 
ever I made my Gold my God; then do I never deſire the Favour of the Almighty ; 


for neither the immenſe Riches which were left me by my illuſtrious Predeceſſors, nor 
© + the Increaſe of my Wealth, thro' my own Care and Induſtry, did ever puff me up with 
Vanity and Pride, or create in me the leaſt unbecoming Joy. If, when I have ſeen the 


Sun ariſing in his Splendor, or the Moon, with all her Train of Stars, adorning the Skies 
by Night, I ever entertain'd the leaſt Notion that they were Gods, or. kiſs'd my Hands, 
or fell proſtrate before'them, as a Teſtimony of any divine Veneration I had for them ; 


it 1 had by any external Act of Adoration thus abjur'd my Faith, and renounc'd my 
God; then ſhould I juſtly have fear'd that his Vicegerent, the judge, would have 


ſeverely puniſh*'d me for my ſhameful Guilt of Idol-worſhip. May that Supreme Being, 


to whom alone I pay my Tribute of divine Homage, be never a Friend to me again, 


if I ever rejoic'd at the Ruin of my moſt inveterate Enemies; or inſulted, or triumph'd 
over them, when they were overwhelm'd with any ſignal Misfortunes ! So little was I 


inclin'd to Revenge, that I never vented any direful Imprecations againſt them; and, 


notwithſtanding all the Provocations that I met with from them, I never wiſh'd to ſee 
them dead; tho* my Domeſticks were ſo incens'd at their malicious Proceedings againſt 
me, that if I would have given them the leaſt Encouragement, they would have ſuck'd 
their-Blood, and cat up their very Fleſh in the Height of their Indignation. Much lefs 
was I any Ways cruel and hard-hearted to Strangers. I never permitted a weary or di- 


tion, 


* 
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„ tion. If now, after all this long Detail of my own Virtues, I have boaſted of One, that I 
C never exerted; if the open Confeſſion which I have here made is falſe in any the | * 
« dividual Point; if, like our firft Parent, Adam, I have endeavour'd to conceal, or palliai 

e any One Fault that I have ever committed, out of Self-Love, or partial Blindneſs ; or thro' 
e any Apprehenſion of being reflected on, or treated with Contempt by any. of my Neigh-, 
e hours; then may my Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth | then may I never ſtir out 
of my Doors again. O, that ſome juſt and impartial Judge might examine into the Truth 
% of What I have aſſerted! O, that the Almighty himſelf would hear my Cauſe, and, if 
I have err'd, condemn me! O, that the Proceſs againſt me was written down in a Book ! 
For then, inſtead of endeavouring to conceal it, I would moſt affuredly expoſe it, as much 
as poſſibly I could, to the whole World; nay, I would wear it upon my Head, and look 
upon it, as more ornamental than the richeſt Crown, when the Public were fully . 
vinc'd, that All the Allegations brought againſt me were abſolutely falſe and groundleſs: 
Nay, I would aſſiſt mine Adverſary myſelf, in drawing up his Charge, by an impartial 
Declaration of every Action of my paſt Life. I would go as boldly to my Trial, as the 
moſt intrepid General would into the Field of Battle, when he knows his Cauſe is juſt. For 
« if I am poſſeſs'd of One Inch of Land, but what I have fairly and honeſtly purchas'd ; 
or, if I have defrauded at any Time the Hireling of his Wages ; if I have receiv'd from 
„ any of my Tenants the Fruits of their ſeveral Grounds without making them ample Sa- 
<« tisfaction; or have let to them any of my Farms at ſuch an exorbitant Rent, as has 
* render'd them 27 of ſupporting both themſelves and their Families ; then may 
„ Thiſtles inſtead of Wheat fill NM ws Fields! may all my Hopes of a future Harveſt be 
entirely defeated! and all ty other Grounds produce nothing but Weeds, "inſtead of 
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his Other Friends had done without juſt Grounds, 


| HEN Job's three Friends, who had carried on the preceding warm Debate ſuch a 
Length of Time, perceiv'd, that he was firmly fixt to defend his Cauſe, and re- 

ſolv'd to maintain his Innocence and Integrity againſt all Oppoſition, deſpairing of Susbels 
they fat ſilent, and let the Argument entirely drop. Then a young Man, named Elibu, 
a Deſcendant of Naber, the Brother of Abraham, who had been preſent with ſeveral Others, 
and had liſtned with Attention to the Point in Queſtion, was highly diſpleas'd with what 

had been offer'd by both Parties: He was incens'd againſt Job for ſpending more Time in 

| 49 "© $654. N 2% the 


ended his Defence, and his Accuſers were determin d 
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che Vindication of his own Innocence, than in the Juſtification of the Almighty z and with 


his, three Friends, for condemning their Antagoniſt as an abandon'd Wretch, and a moſt 
ee Hypocrite, without being able to maintain their Charge. He had ſuch a Com- 
mand, however, over his Paſſion, that he never open d his Lips till he found Fob had 
to drop the Debate; becauſe they 
were all his Superiors in regard to Tears: But when he er d chat neither of the Three 
bad any further Reply to make, he could contain himſelf no longer; and therefore made 
. lis Apology to this or the like. Effect. ho „ a Was, 
* My own Youth and your long Experience have hitherto aw'd me ſo far, that I have 
. not had Courage and Reſolution enough to interpoſe my Sentiments in this important 
* Affair; for I reflected within myſelf, that it was more modeſt and decent for One of my 
& 5 TOs - me with Attention, than too AT ey BT | mo. to be 
e inftr y 1uc es as you rd to be, than ume to. diftate. I perceive, 
« however, 1 4 T W ee is but a very deſpicable Creature, tho gr 
_ < with Years, unleſs his Mind be irradiated by. Celeſtial Light. True Knowle and Un. 
«« derſtanding proceeds from the Inſpiration of the 3 Such as are in Power and 
Authority, and ſuch as take upon themſelves to be the Teachers of others, are not al- 
. ways we find Men of the profoundeſt Learning; neither do old Men employ their 
.« Years, at all Times, fo wiſely, and fo well, as to be able to diſtinguiſh in of 
Importance as they ought. I the Favour therefore of you for once to lend an 
_« Ear to What I have to offer; and TIl ſpeak my Sentiments freely on the Debate in 


5 


% Hand. The I am but a Youth, tis true, yet do not look upon me as too bold and 


„ forward; fince I have liſtned attentively for a long Time to your repeated Diſcourſes on 
« both Sides the Queſtion: I have, moreover, weigh'd every Argument that has been 
. e'd, and 4 d you od on without the leaſt Interruption, till you yourſelves 
4. made your Reſearches as far as you could into the Affair. And upon mature De- 
« liberation, I think myſelf oblig'd to declare, that not one of you have in the leaſt con- 
« futed Job, or advanc'd any Thing to the Purpoſe, in regard to his Vindication of him- 
. ſelf, For your Charge that he is obſtinate and perverſe is inſufficient ; and your Allega- 
*« tion that you will fit ſtill, and leave him entirely to the Diſpoſal of the Almighty, in 
„ Expectation that his Terrors will convince him, tho* your Arguments cannot do it, is 
e equally vain, and as little to the Purpoſe. And T muſt take the Liberty to tell you, 
_« that I think the * ru; you have all produc'd are fo very weak and inconclufive, 
« that I ſhall make uſe of None of them: And as 7e has not as yet directed any Part 

of his Diſcourſe to me, ſo neither will I perplex and confound him with any of your in- 
« judicious Replies, in order to correct his Errors. I may very juftly complain to all that 
« at preſent ſtand round about me, that I have waited a long Time to no Purpoſe, in 


- « hopes to be inſtructed. Your Stock is exhauſted ; you ſtand filent, as if you were all 


40 hleſs. For which Reaſon I have told you, that I will venture to pronounce my 
40 ee in this weighty Affair, and revive the Debate. And indeed it is high Time 
4 for me ſo to do; ſince the Conſtraint which I have put upon my Lips for ſo long a 


„ Time, has given me unſufferable Pain. The Thoughts which lie pent up in my Boſom 


v« ferment within me, like new-preſs'd Wine in the Vate, and I ſhall burſt, unleſs they 
tc find ſome Vent. I am com ha to ſpeak therefore, if it be only to eaſe my Mind ; for 
% Veſſels that are full and working, will break, unleſs they be open'd. Whilſt then I en- 
« deavour to ſhew you your Errors, I ſhall have Regard only to the Cauſe, and en. the 
0 « Perſon, 
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« Perſon pan e js nor an ee not try to ſooth you by any fulſome 
| 4 1 cannot, for my Part, fawn upon you, or ſeem to ſtand in Admiratiom of 
« your Wiſdom, in hopes to gain your Approbation: Beſides, were I to make uſe of fuch 
“vile, ſuch ungenerous Artifices, I ſhould be apprehenſive, that he that created me, 
« would immediately ſtrike me dumb, for acting with Deceit, and playing the Hypocrite 
< in my Heart.“ ; | . Þ 0 ; BULL SP oe FEY . 


* 
- 


2 Miſcellaneous Notes on Car. XXX I. 


Then was \kindled the Wrath of Elihu, the Sen of Barachel, the Buzite, of | the Kindred of 
Ram: Againſt Job was his Wrath kindled, becauſe be juſtified bim e rather than Gl. 


T Here are various Opinions in regard to the Perſon of this Moderator, The Hebrew Etymologilts ay, 
14 the Name Elibu ſigni My God is the Lord; As his Father's Name Baracbel, ſignifies rhe 2050 af 
fing of God; or One whom God hath bleſſed And *tis obſervable, that the Patriarchs of Old, for 
generality, gave their Children fignificant Names. This Elibu, is faid here to be a Buzite; and 
2 will have it, that he was ſo diſtinguiſn d from Bux, the Place of his Reſidenee; but Others in6t, 
that he was ſo call'd from the Name of his Family, and that he was a Deſcendant of Bus, who was 
the Son of Nahor, Abraham's Brother, of the Family, or Poſterity ef Ram, at that Time remarkable 
for their ſuperior Knowledge. Who this Ram was is much controverted likewiſe amongſt Com- 
mentators. Some ſay he was that Ram, mention'd in the ivth Chapter of Ruth, and the 19th Verſe; 
but it is not probable, that be was ſo antient as Fob, or if he was, it is not likely that he ſhould leave 
the Iſraelites, from whom Pharez was deſcended, to dwell amongſt the Edemites. Others infiſt, that 
he was that Aram, mention'd in the xxiid Chapter of Genefis, and at the 21 Verſe : But this does 
not appear to be matter of Fat: Becauſe, were it ſo, £/ihu could not be a Buzite, but muſt draw his 
Lineage from Kemuel, the Brother of Bux. The Chaldee Paraphraſt tells us he was Abraham. And 
in order to clear up this Point, he ſays, that there was a threefold Gradation in that Patriarch's Name. 
Firſt he was call'd Ram only, which fignifies bigh ; Then Abram, which ſignifies high Father: And 
laſtly, . Abraham, which ſignifies the Father of a Multitude : But upon which abſolutely to. de- 
termine is next to an Impoſbility. However, we conceive it to be a Matter of very little, if any, 
Importance, Only this ſeems clear, that the Family of Ram was- at that Time very illuſtrious. And 
*tis obfervable, that the Infpired Penman of this Book is ve punctual and diftin& in his Deſcription 
of this Clibu's Pedigree; and the Reaſon might poſſibly be 3 becauſe he might not be very well 
known, as to his Perſon, being a young Man, and therefore might be better known by his Anceſtors 
or Parentage. Or elſe tis e, that his Parentage might be thus diſtinctiy ſet down: to aſſure | 
us, that this is a true Hiſtory and no Fiction, as ſome have too boldly aſſerted. ; | | "ol 
Li is ſome what extraordinary, that Elibu, who was but a young Man, and One who undertook to oY 
be a Moderator in this long and tedious Diſpute, ſhould be ſo hot at his firſt 1 that his | 
Anger ſhould not only be kindled againſt Job's Friends, but againſt Fob likewiſe for a of which 
in reality he was not guilty. | | 
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In this Chapter, Elihu makes his Application to Job alone, and acquaints him, in the firſt Place, 
_ that as he had frequently wiſh'd ſome impartial Fudge would plead with bim in God's Behalf, 


he was the Perſon that would undertake the Cauſe, and did not doubt but that he was capa- 
ble of entring into the Merits of it; And as Job acquieſc'd in his friendly Propoſition, be 
begins with ſome Reflettions on thoſe particular Paſſages wherein he imagin'd Job to be blame- 
worthy, and more eſpecially where be inſiſts with too much Warmth and Vebemence on his own 


+ Innocence and Integrity; which, tho poſſibly true, ſhould bave been mention d with more Hu- 
mility, and a ready Acknowledgment that God Almighty was infinitely juſt in bis ſevereſt Di/- 


 penſations tow'rds him; and that it did not become him to call the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
Cod intq Queſtion, becauſe his Ways were beyond the Reach of his Comprehenſion. For the 
9 g 
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ial Care and Indulgence of the Almighty towards all Mankind is too conſpicuous to be 


| _ denied, notwithſtanding he may ſometimes ſee fit, for Reaſons beſt known to himſelf, 1a 


plunge: them in an Abyſs of Sorrows. 


„ e now, O Fob; I-Gatter myſelf, chat what I have already premis'd- is ſufficient to 


engage your Attention. Hear me with Patience; for I am prepar'd to ſpeak, if 
you are but equally inclin'd'to hear. And you may depend upon my Veracity in this 


particular, that I will utter no Words with my Tongue, but what are the very Dictates 
of my Heart. My Inſtructions ſhall be ſo plain and clear, that they ſhall need no 


Comment. 


& Conſider well, in the firſt Place, that the Structure of us both proceeded from the 


. 


ſame Model; Both of us were form'd of the ſame Clay, and infpir'd with Life by the 
ſame all-wiſe Creator. If therefore you are determin'd to defend your Cauſe, You have 


now no One to contend with but your Equal. You have ſeveral Times ſeem'd earneſtly 
to defire that ſome impartial Perſon would | to plead in God's behalf; and to argue 


the Caſe freely with you. And now your With is at laſt accompliſh'd. I am the Perſon that 
ſtands in his ſtead. -I am your Fellow-Creature, and therefore you need be under no 
Apprehenſions of the Conteſt being unequal. I am not cloath'd in Majeſty, as the Al- 


mighty is, to terrify and affright you, as you have more than once already complain'd: I 


am endow'd with no ſuperior Power whereby to injure or oppreſs you. I ſhalf not 


charge you, as your three Friends have done over and over with imaginary Crimes, 


unknown to any One except God and yourſelf, but with ſuch unwarrantable Speeches, as 
with my own Ears I have heard you utter. You have ſaid more than once, I am pure 


and altogether faultleſs, and innocent, void of Offence towards God and towards Man. 


— God, who I liv'd in hopes would mitigate my Sorrows, is become my. Adverſary on 
the moſt light Pretences.— He ſeeks every Occaſion to afflict and torment me, and every 
the leaſt Offence unjuſtly provokes him. He detains me in Priſon as a moſt heinous 
Malefactor, and ſets a ſtrong Guard over me, leſt I ſhould looſe my Bonds, and make 
my Eſcape.” Theſe are your. abſurd and wild Complaints, and from hence, as you are 
reſtleſs and impatient, you ſeck for Relief. Now, notwithſtanding it is impoſſible for 
me to detect your ſecret Faults; and notwithſtanding I am no ways inclin'd, to follow 
n "= | 2 your 
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« your three Friends Example, and lay uncertain and unknown Crimes to your Charge; 
« yet herein your Raſhneſs is very apparent; herein, doubtleſs, ou are too arrogant and 
4 preſumptuous. How durſt you, who are but a Man, a meer Worm, a worthleſs'Crea- 
« ture, compare yourſelf with him who gave $ you your Exiſtence? Audacious Man! how 
e qurſt' you enter into ſuch an unequal Conference? Would you confute your Maker? 


„Will he lay his ſecret Counſels open before you? Will he entruſt'you with the ſecret - 


Springs of his Divine Government? You” ſhould conſider, that all his Works; as they 
are his, are juſt and good, and where your Reaſon is too ſhallow ti Somprehend his 
„ Ways, there you ſhould - acquieſce and learn Submiſſion- Not that our Knowledge of 
« God's Works raiſes his Envy in the leaſt ; for he not only endows us with Wiſdom va- 
« rious Ways, but gives us indeed a larger Portion of it than we: are 3 to 
<« receive. Sometimes he conveys Inſtruction to our Minds by Dreams, or Viſions of the 
„Night; when we fall into a deep Sleep or gentle Slumber; and are free from all the Cares 
< and Buſineſs of the Day; then he whiſpers to the Ear with a ſtill: Voice; then he reveals 

„ his Divine Will, and imprints it on the Mind. The Almighty, however, does not how 


4 his Reaſons for his Conduct; this Heavenly Intercourſe” is not intended to expoſe the Se- 


6c crets of his Providence. What he principally aims at by this Act of his Indulgenee is, 
to make his Creatures rather good than wiſe; to turn them from their evil Ways, and 
«< with all Humility to ſubmit themſelves to their celeſtial Inſtructor; to preſerve them 
« (if they will but liſten to his Divine Admonitions) from running into a vicious Courſe of 
« Life, and thereby into inevitable Deſtruction; in a Word, to reſcue them from thoſe 


“ heavy Judgments that are ready to deſcend on their devoted B aggia 
If he fees 


e the Almighty conveys Inſtruction to a Man's Mind by a much ſeverer Way. 


convenient, Sickneſs and Pain , ſhall break the ſtrongeſt Conſtitution, and lay the moſt 


“ blooming Youth extended on his Bed. In which languiſhing State and Condition, the 
rich Meats, which before he took great delight in, become nauſeous and offenſive. Al: 
« on a ſudden, he who mov'd with ſuch an Air, and appear'd with ſuch roſeat Cheeks, 
% looks now all paje and ghaſtly ; his Bones, that were not to be ſeen before, now ſtart. 
+ thro? his very Skin 
„ ftween him and the Grave. If then ſome Perſon of more than common Knowledge, 
„ ſome divine Meſſenger be ſent (which is another Way whereby God conveys Inſtrustion 
"<< to the Mind) to perſuade this fick Man to amend his Ways: If, I fay, the dying Per- 
ſon's Mind, by the pious Admonitions of ſuch Meſſengers be form'd to Virtue 5 then 
he, being touch'd with Pity and Compaſſion for his Vi 
mighty that he would extend his Mercy tow'rds him, faying ;' © Lord, conſent to 
his Life; and tho* thou chaſtiſeſt him, as he is truly penitent, de nor. totally deſtroy 

him. Let it be ſufficient that thou didſt afflict him, and that thy Rod has had its: 

due Influence over him. Then the Almighty ſhall reſtore. him to his former State of 
Health and Eaſe; and he. ſhall: become a New Man both in Body and Mind. Fs. 

„Bones ſhall again be cloath'd with Fleſh, and he ſhall look as gay as when be was; a. 
Child: He ſhall be as vigorous, as when he flouriſh'd in his Bloom: He ſhall:put up his. 
humble Supplications to the Throne of Grace; and the Almighty,” being well- p leas'd,, 
„ ſhall grant him his Requeſt : He ſhall approach the Temple of the Lord 'with-Gladneſs,. 
and employ his grateful Lips in Hymns of Praiſe. The Almighty's Anger being thus 


te A 


ppeas'd, he ſhall acquit the poor Man, and admit him into his Favour. Then will he 


CC: 
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His Heart beats with Pain, and there is ſcarce a ſingle Step be- 


Aisfortunes, ſhalt pray to the Al- 


confeſs to his Neighbours that ſtand round about him (as a true Penitent ought) r 5 
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2 hi former Errors and expres. kim in Texms to this or the like Eff: & I have 
<< ſinn'd indeed t the ty, and he has 77 puniſh'd me for my Offences : 
* Tho I deſerv'd, tis true, to feel the Weight od, yet in Mercy, he has ſpar'd 
my Life, and Bad ſav'd — from the Com into which 1 was ſinking : Nay moreover, 
and rounds to hope, r to my for- 
mer State of Peace and Plenty.“ Behold | in all theſe Proceedings the great Goodneſs of 
rene condeſcends-to infirudt ys, and 
<. bring us to Nepentance; to reſtrain us from our vicious Courſes, which had us 
„eee atm ona e e as | Peace 
4 and Tranq 
8 — 0 5, what J have hitherto feld; for it may prove a Concern to you of 
< the. laſt Importancez and if I find you are diſpos'd to liſten with Attention to what I have 
to add on the Topick before us, I will. gladly give you ſome farther Inſtructions. Or, 
r . have any material Objection to raiſe againſt what I have advanc'd, I ſhall 
very really give you a Hearing: Speak freely; I will by no means interrupt you; for 
4 if you can duly acquit yourſelf, and demonſtrate you are that innocent 
90 rn yourſelf to be. But, on the other Hand, 
| . if yon have no Exception to what I have faid, DE ſtill imagine, that there is 


any 
|  "*:Vorpe. or. Weight -in-my; Agguments,, till lend me an attentive Far, and I will en- 


g ee uy * ; 
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| Notwithfonding Elihu, in tbe ak Chapter, had invited Job to raiſe am Ob effions that 
be thought proper to what be advanc d, yet be till obſerves a ftrifs Silence, as being 
c Confcious that this young Man had ſaid nothing but what was conſiſtent with Truth, and had 
- Painted out the very Article wherein be was deficient. Whereupon Elihu proceeds in his 
bange, and reprimands Job more ſeverely than before, for indulging himſelf in ſuch Ex- 
|  Prefſions as were 3 and . ſounded very barſh and ungrateful; for, tbro bis In- 
. » patience, and the Anxiety of bis be bad complain d more than once, that the Almighty 
bad not done bim Juſtice ; and that be deftroy'd the Righteous and the Wicked without 
a Diſtinction: All which raſh Aſſertions be overthrows, from the 8 Conſideration of *the 
ab ſolute Sovereignty, Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of the Almi 2 And concludes with" 
- repreſenting o lim that Manner of Deportment and Diſcourſe, in his Opinion, would 
12 | ch better become bm, than that which be bad bitherto a 


ERE Elibu, made a long Pauſe ; and perceiving that Fob made N purſu'd ha 
Diſcourſe in the Manner following. 
N rn in a Cauſe of ſuch Importance, I am 
4 ſhould meet with Contempt of Reſpect or Applauſe: For which Reaſon, I not 
« only to ſuch of you here preſent, 1 admir'd for your profound 
Knowledge and deep Penetration, but beg of you to rs and weigh well the Subject 
c Matter of what I am now about to deliver: Such intelligent Perſons as you can with © 
'* Bo idingath Truth fromWaibood: For the Mind can „ 
«a 


— Ont nvaifiols 


« Diſcourſe, as the Palate can diſcover a Difference between a Veriaey © 
then to examine the Affair with Strictneſ and Impartiality in or 1 
<< take the proper Meaſures for forming a right Judgment on 70 Cauſe, and coming to 
1 a Reſolution Whether it be good or bad: For —— ily more 
* once, that he is altogether is, and that God Almighty, who well knew he did 
«* deſerve the complicated Woes he labour d under, would not do him Juſtice; 
« never had advanc'd any Lies to ſupport the Cauſe he would defend y that Ie 
n in aſſerting that he met with unjuſt Treatment, und 
« Wounds he receiv'd, ety mc pg rn eren Nr er oa bp 
« a Cauſe. 
ade Now fay; did you ever know a Man fo 
5 ſtead of falling proftrate before the Almighty { 
« much Piety and Wiſdom) and imploring tis Aid and Affiſtance, takes the 
t arraign his Divine Juſtice, to aſſert, that th the Injuries he n d re ech 
< his Demerits, and to vent his Investives his Government and over-uling 
« dence in ſuch contemptuous fon ogg: as are 11 3 Who affociates Um- 
% felf with the Workers of Iniquity, and talks 

© abaridon'd Wretches? For by what he has ſaid in the Hearing of us All, he ſeems to in- 
« timate, that notwithſtanding a Man was to uſe his utmoſt Endeavours all the Days of his 
Life to pleaſe his God, yet he would be no manner anne, and by Conſequence, 
* that all Religion is vain and fruitleſs. | 
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Now, ye Men of Wiſdom, what "think you of ſuch an finpions Potion: as dle f 1 


am perſuaded, that you all deteſt as much as J do, fo extravagant a Notion, that 
« the aro who is All-Mercy and Goodneſs itſelf, ſhould ever once deviate from the 
„Laws of Juſtice. He courts no Favour, nor dreads any ſuperior Power, He never be- 
« trays fo much Weakneſs, but always deals with the Sons of Men according as they 
really deſerve. For he that is juſt and upright never fails to meet with his Reward, and 
« the Evil-doer, on the other Hand, is fure to meet with the Pumſhment due to his De- 
« merits. I think I may with Safety affirm, that the ſupreme Ruler of the World can 
« never be tempted to paſs Sentence of Condernnation on One that is innocent; can by 
„ no means be prevail'd on to injure his Creatures. Is there any Being, to whoſe Laws he 
« js oblig'd to ſubmit? To what mighty Prince is he indebted for his Power? Or whoſe 
„ Frowns ſhould induce him to do any Wrong? He that abounds with All Perfections 
« muſt be infinitely juſt. All created Beings are the Works of his Hands, and «endure no 


longer than he ſees convenient. Should he recal that Breath which he fert inſpir'd into 


their Noſtrils, Mankind would inſtantly periſh, and return to their Original Duſt. 

1 If you are wiſe, take Notice of theſe Obſervations, and lend an attentive Ear to what 
follows. Can he, from whom that Truth and Juſtice flow, which we obſerve in _— 
Kings; can he, who entruſts Potentates with Power only for Good, be thought. himſe 
to be unjuſt ? ? What King on Earth would tamely hear himſelf branded with the ignomi- 
« nious Title of a Tyrant? Would he not reſent the Affront to the laſt Degree? Nay, 
« what inferior Magiſtrate can bear to hear it faid, that he is in his Judgment, and 
pays no manner of Regard to Law or Right? Would he ſpare the Offender that ſhould 
« treat him with ſuch opprobrious 1 ? How impious then muſt he be, who dares 


« to charge the Almighty with Acts of Injuſtice, who values the greateſt Conquerors no 
* more than the meaneſt Slave, or the richeſt Monarch any more than the pooreſt Beggar "wi 
Al 


fame ſhameful Dialect, as the moſt . 
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Al Mankind ſtand. on a Level before him; and he executes his Laws on all alike; ſince 
<< all are alike the Works of his-own Hands. How can he be over-aw'd by the moſt po- 
„ tent Monarchs, or prevail'd on to take a Bribe from the rich, in order to paſs an un- 
e righteous Sentence; when, if he pleaſes, he can ſtrike them all dead in a Moment? He 
can affright whole Nations, and overturn the greateſt Empires in the full Enjoyment of 
e the moſt - eſtabliſh*'d Peace. When a haughty and imperious Prince is grown ripe for 
Vengeance, he can dethrone him without the Uſe of human Means; for aerial Spirits 
. him inviſibly away. There is not the leaſt Circumſtance of a Man's Life, But 
he is bay well acquainted with it; and therefore it cannot be ſuppos'd, that he can 
« overlook the Crimes of the Wicked, or do them any Act of Injuſtice, thro* Ignorance 
4 of their Actions. They may endeavour, indeed, by evaſive Arts to conceal them, but 
All their Excuſes are vain. and ineffectual. For no Miſt can be caſt before the Almighty's 
< Eye, which pries into the deepeſt Secrets, and clearly diſcerns whatever Crime is com- 
emitted in the thickeſt Darkneſs. And therefore, as on the One Hand, he will not 
* charge any Man with a Fault which he never actually committed; ſo, on the Other, 
* when he once-appoints a Day for Judgment, he will not defer on any Account his defi- 
«+ nitive Sentence; nor wait a Moment to hear what a Delinquent has to offer in his own 
% Excuſe. For he examines no Witneſſes ; he has no Occaſion: to make any Enquiries , 
c hut proceeds at once to Condemnation. He breaks the mighty Men in Pieces; he 
«©. drags the Tyrant from his Throne, and confers the Royal Dignity on another; and 
“ plainly demonſtrates, that he is perfectly well acquainted with all their Actions; by his 
thus cruſhing them to Pieces, and deſtroying them within the narrow Compaſs of a Night. 
He puniſhes them as Perſons, who, in his Sight, are the moſt open and flagrant Offenders 
4 and for that Reaſon, makes them publick ples of his Divine Vengeance, in order to 
„ make them a Terror to all Evil-doers; ſince they would not hearken to his repeated Ad- 
4 monitions, nor pay the leaſt Regard to his Commandments : For they perſiſted in grind- 
ing the Poor, till they cried aloud to Heaven to avenge their Cauſe; and God Almighty 
e always anſwers the Supplications of the afflicted. And if he be determin'd to aid and 
4 aſſiſt. the Fatherleſs and the Widow, - who can hinder him ? Or, if he reſents the Cruelties 
4 of the Oppreſſor, or indeed, of a whole Nation, who can ſhew either the One or the 
Other any Favour ? He will not permit the Tyrant to rule long without Controul, not- 
<<. withſtanding his pretended Piety, and good Services to the Publick ; left by his wicked 
„ Example, the People ſhould: unwarily be enſnar d into Sin. For which Reaſon, no 
“ Perſon, however afflicted, ought to complain, but to be jealous of his own Conduct, 
„ tho* ever ſo innocent and upright, and at once to make his humble Confeſſion to God, 
« ſaying ; I acknowledge the Afflictions which I labour under are perfectly juſt; I will not 
„ aggravate my Offences by pleading my own Innocence and Integrity. If 1 have tranſ- 
<« greſs'd thro' Inadvertency, or Want of due Vigilance over my Actions; do thou ſhew 
„ me, O Lord, wherein I have erred; if I have committed any Fault, which I cannot 
„charge myſelf withal, I will be more careful for the future, and will do fo no more. | 
Have you, O Feb, made your Addreſſes to the Almighty in this humble Manner? 
0 Reſolve me that Queſtion. If you will turn a deaf Ear to ſuch wholſome Admonitions, 
depend upon it, God will chaſlize you for your Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs. You may 
„„ deſpiſe the Method I propoſe, if you pleaſe ; but ſure I am, that were I under your un- 
4% happy Circumſtances, this ſhould. be the Rule of my Conduct. | 
It us hear, Job, what your Opinion is in this important Caſe : Or, let any judi- 


© cious 
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97. 
ec cious Perſon declare his gene of the Matter; for I would willingly have a righ- 


« teous Sentence paſo d. To me, I muſt own, Job ſeems to be very e gs er 
4 Diſcourſes to be too raſh and preſumptuous; and his Complaints to ndleſs: And 
« for that Reaſon, I am ſo far from him a ff Hue out of his Afflictions, 
that I ſincerely deſire the Continuance of them, till he retracts his Words, which have 
4 charg d God with Injuſtice, and complains no more of the ſevere: Diſpenſations of his 
. eee e ba will rewritten GERI 
; his preſum 3 e in his own Conceit; trium 
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Job fil dats ae and Elihu, in this Chapter, is ordavi to aun . yy ne 
highly indecent to plead bis own Innocence and Integrity before God, in that inſolent Manner 

_ which be bad done; repreſents to bim that infinite Diſpropertion which there is between Man 

and bis Maker, who, tho be be incapable of being injur'd by any Evil we can do; or of 
reaping any Advantage from the beſt of our Actions; yet bas ſuch @ paternal Care and Con- 
cern for all Mankind, that tis evident he delights not in their Calamities, but adminiſters. Re- 
Auf, when. be finds them injur'd or _ 1 Wr 10 td | 
4 wah that' Humility and | Submiſſion as becomes 


ERE Ekbu made a long Pauſe ; ind Job continuing fill lent, he refun'd + his 
ment, and ſaid. 

Let me a ppeal to your own Conſcience. Can you poſſibly believe what you have 
too boldly aflerted ; namely, that you are more righteous than your Maker? For who 
2 can put any other Conſtruction on the following Expreſſions, which you have ſo often re- 
<« peated? Of what Moment or Importance is ws to the Almighty whether I am innocent - or 
8 «poly ? Or what Advantage ſball I reap from my Integrity, tho' I be ever ſo upright ?' 

hy I will give you, and all ſuch as entertain ſuch falſe Notions of the Deity, a ſhort 
e but comprehenſive Anſwer. Caſt but your Eyes up to the Heavens, and view with 
« Admiration the Sun, the Moon, with all her ſtarry Train, and the Clouds that roll 
< along the Skies beneath them; and reflect, that notwithſtanding their amazing Height, 
< there is not that Diſtance between them and you, as there is between them and the 
Throne of the ty which is above them. 1 is readily granted therefore, that he 
&« is no wore incommoded by your = nay, were you to commit ever ſo many, or of 
e ever ſo deep a Dye: And it wits wi Y true, that, the” you were more innocent or righ- 
4 teous than you pretend to be reaps: ho Advantage from your Piety, and Vene- 
« ration for him. It is impoſſible for him to receive any Favours from your Hands. 
« You can neither add to, nor diminiſh his Greatneſs. You' ſhould not, however, draw 
« from thence ſo falſe a Concluſion ; that it is a Thing altogether indifferent whether a 
« Man be wicked or righteous : Becauſe your Tranſgreſſions may not only prove judicial 
« to yourſelf, but to Mankind in general; and 7 40 Works may, on the other Hand, 
6 OO * infinite Service both to yourſelf and the 
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= . * When Men in Power tum Tyrant and Oppreſſors, their Acts of Injuſtice make their 


Neighbours The lamentable Cries. of whole Nations atteſt the 


1 — Evils that flow from Irjaſtice: As they are cruſh'd and inſulted by Tyrants, 


| r and call upon him aloud to 


their Wrongs; who, 
notwithſtanding he is no ways injur'd or oppreſs'd himſelf, commiſerate their Suf. 
« ferings, and be their Patron and Protector. Tis a jut, fndeed, the' very inekacholy 
Reflection, that None of theſe poor Wretches, who thus bemoan their wayward Fate, 


— op one cnn er in whom they live, move, and 


<< have their 3. and who for that very Reaſon is 


not only of giving them 
Breaſts we. Joy amidft 


can ll den 


C Eaſe and Conſo . 


their greateſt Sorrows. Tis ſtrange that Man ſhould be ſo blind, when God Almighty 
<< has given him Reaſon, char Divine Rep to gu guide him ri right ; from whence. he is capable 


« of reflecting, that he who 


brutal Part fs the Creation with ſuch paternal 


5 60 —— 0 ama meg glect the human Species, if we not only teſtify our 
_ « Neceſſities by our Complaints (as the Beaſts and Birds do) but by our Repentance, and 
%;thip alhendatene of- our Lives, and our Supplications to the Almighty in an humble Con- 


ee fidence of his infinite Goodneſs. He will not, it is true, extend his Protection to e 


„ one 8 to him for Shelter; becauſe their Cries proceed not from any religious Mo- 


from the external Perſecutions of their Oppreſſorz. For we muſt not 


imagine, 
that God, notwithſtanding his paternal Tenderneſs and compaſſionate Regard for ſuch as 
„ groat under the Weight of their Afflictions, will incline his Ear to ſuch impious 


c 


« Wre amy Regard for thoſe who treat him with Contempt. For which 
«_Reaſon, 555, tho thro your Impatience and che Anguiſh of your Soul, you complain of 


God's Dealings tow'rds you, and aſſert, that you have waited for his Divine Aid and 


6 


6 Aſſiſtaner a long Time without any Proſpect of Relief, yet never infer from thence, that 
64 = _—_ are any A unjuſt; but, ſtead of pv ſuch unwarrantable Reflections 


6 1 af wich all Humility before the Throne of his Grace, con- 
80 _ yourleif ** wait 


with Patience for his Mercy; for the true Reaſon why he 
« Jays this Weigh eight of Trouble upon you, and diſregards the Affluence in which you for- 


« merly liv'd, is, becauſe he finds your Mind is not fill'd with any ſuch pious Inclinations. 


A 


which are vain, irrational, 
e but your Want of Senſe.“ 


For the future therefore, ceaſe your Wee Com 
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iu Bae . 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 


4s Job fil obſerv'd a profound Silence, Elihu proceeds to . „e Expreſſions 
as be himſelf would never juſtify, and comes cloſer than ever to the Point in Debate. In the 
| 5 of bis Diſcourſe, he endeavours to Het, from the Nature of the Divive Being, 
the various Methods of his over-ruling Providence, that, in caſe Job had humbly fub- 
mitted himſelf to God's Chaſtiſements, and bore them with Patience and on, inſtead 
of inſiſting ſo preſumptuouſly on his Innocence and Integrity, he would moſt aſſuredly bave. re- 
od bim to his former State of Health and Proſperity ; for be can exalt, or 'bumble Man- 
kind at bis Pleaſure: In the Concluſion be tells kim, that be ſpauld have acgnieſe d, not- 
withſtanding be could not account for the Severity of his Aſflictions, which was the 
Cauſe of bye Complaine fince we are incapable 2 aA even A EET 
which are obvious to our Eyes almoſt every Moment 


ERE Eliby paus'd again; and ſince Fob never offs is open; ks Het in kis own 
Defence, funded thus in his Diſcourſe, 

&« I will now, with your Permiſſion, explain my Mind more fully Wal 
& therto, and offer freſh Arguments on God's Behalf. I will — ous his Divine Juſtice, 
& and = Len I ſhall not, however, aim at en- 
<« tan ws > yo IRR Ne: a but at .cOnviocing your 
7 Mind by plain and ſolid Reaſons 
1 ＋ tn that God, whoſe Throne is at an infinite Diſtance from the Skies, will 
<« not negle& or contemn the meaneſt, moſt abject Perſon breathing: The Almighty is | 
&« too good, too great, too wiſe, to injure or oppreſs any of his Creatures. When Men 
« are exceſſively wicked, and ripe for his Vengeance, he will cut them off; but the Poor 
44 ſhall have Juſtice boa them at laſt, and be freed from the Troubles that overwhelm 
« them. For greater ng, the Righteous for ſome. wiſe Ends are. often affliftetl, yet 
« God's providential Care s over them; and ſometimes they are 2 ten = 
te loweſt | of Life to Poſts of the higheſt Dignity and Truſt 3. w 
« bliſh'd fo firmly, for the Remainder of their Days, that they are above 
« moſt implacable Enemies: Or in caſe they ſhould happen to be 3 5 
6 Troubles, and their Afflictions ſhould confine them as cloſe to their Beds, as if they were 
te faſten'd thereto with Cords, or Chains of Iron; it is with no other View, than to make 

« them ſeriouſly reflect on their paſt Lives, and; ſenſible. of their Tranſgreſſions, leſt they 
6 ſhould grow upon them, and in Time prevail oyer them. By ſuch a Retroſpection, Goa 
40 diſpoſes them to liſten to Inſtruction, and kindly exhorts them to a thorough Reforma- 
« tion: And if the Sorrows which they thus meet with p wer Tore hs De 
« if they thus amend and correct the Follies that formerly they w ity of; it for the 
future they maintain a.Zeal for God's Honour and Glory; bre they be bleſt by 
« Heayen, and reſtor d to their pond State of Affluence and Eaſe: If, however, they 
r — then ſhall they be entirely cut off, and 
e gy 1 and Hypocritical, ra. "Dal up Wrath 
ein Store by their allum'd and e Fiery, ad the Day of W Damen 
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« ſhall fall on their Heads in an Inſtant, before they can have Time to call out for Mercy. 
They ſhall be cut down, like a Flower, in their Bloom; their Ruin ſhall come upon 
« them, all on a ſudden, and unexpected: Whereas, on the other Hand, he ſhall deliver 
e him who is patient and reſign'd under his Misfortunes, and make thoſe very Misfortunes, 
„ which ſeem ſo very heavy and grievous to him, contribute in a great Meaſure towards the 
4; Inſtrustion of his Mind, and his future Amendment. And thus Fob, had you not mur- 
% mur'd at your Corrections, he would not only have remov'd your Pains, and diſcharg'd 
your long Train of Sorrows, but reſcu'd you from thoſe Straits and Difficulties to which 
«© for ſome Time you have been reduc'd; he would have ſpread your Table with a thouſand 
6. Dainties, and reſtor d you to your former State of Peace and Plenty: But ſince your 
c raſh and impious Diſcourſes. too plainly ſhew, that your Thoughts of Heaven are no 
«better than thoſe of the moſt profligate and abandon'd Wretches, God will vindicate his 
Honour, and pronounce Sentence of Condemnation according to the Badneſs of your 
«<-Cauſe : And fince tis evident, that God Almighty is difpleas'd with your Conduct, be 
e very cautious how you give him any farther Provocations, left he ſhould cut you off at 
„ one avenging Stroke. A 2 | 
Can you imagine, he will have any Regard to your large Poſſeſſions? Or do you 
«think, that your Power can delay your Puniſhment? No! tho? you were a Sovereign 
Lord, and poſſeſs d of all the Treaſures in the Eaſt, never flatter yourſelf, that they can 
be of any Service to you; never amuſe yourſelf with ſuch vain Hopes, whilſt you re- 
% 'poſe yourſelf on your Pillow in the ſilent Night; for God frequently deſtroys whole 
N. Y * Arg 3 | 
“ Nations with ſudden Vengeance: But let your Afflictions make you wiſe, and ſtand 
% upon your Guard; let them make you cautious how you incenſe offended Juſtice. This 
% Preſumption you have been guilty of too much already; you have ſhown already too 
% much of your Sins as well as of your Follies, when you rather choſe to accuſe the Di- 
vine Providence; than to bear your Misfortunes with Patience and Reſignation. 
* Confider God's Power is infinite. He can exalt and debaſe Mankind at Pleaſure. 
« Where is there ſuch an abſolute Lord and Sovereign as he? Or who ſhall preſume to 
« direct him in the Government of his Affairs? Who is qualified to be his Inſpector? Who 
« ſhall examine, and take an Account of his Actions? Where is the Cenſor, that ſhall 
« dare to tell him here you have done well, and there amiſs? Start no more Objections, 
« Joh, againſt your God, but let your Meditation on his Ways excite r Admiration 
« and Applauſe. Do you adore the Wonders of his Providence, as much as others ſtand 
660 „ ile at thoſe Marks of his Power and Wiſdom, which are conſpicuous in the ſtu- 
% pendous Fabrick ef the World. All who view it muſt allow the Skill of the mighty 
c Architect to be divine: There are none ſo ſenſeleſs, ſo void of Thought; not even the 
4 moſt illiterate Barbarians, if they will but open their Eyes, can avoid diſcerning the 
bright Impreſſions of the Supreme Being: They cannot but acknowledge, that their 
„ 'Reaſon,” at its utmoſt Stretch, is in le of comprehending his infinite Power and 
« Wiſdom.” They are loſt at once, when they attempt to make Reſearches into his Im- 
76 Who can pretend to number his Days, which knew no Beginning ? It is he who 
_ « ſuſtains the Clouds that hang high in the Air, and makes them gradually melt, and fall 
« down on the Earth in Dew or Rain; and by that Means not only refreſh it, but diſpoſe 
._ «jt to be fruitful. By that Means he reſtores to the Earth her Vapours, and makes the 
Clouds diſtil ſuch repeated Showers, as ſtrike the Eye of the curious Obſerver with Admi- 
* 8 MY ration 


* 
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« ration at his urging Co 8 Where is the Man, who has Wiſdom or Under- 


66. A to ſay what Meaſures he takes to make thoſe Clouds, when they are 
« full of in the Air? Who is he, that can account for thoſe tremendous 


ce Sounds ; thoſe a en e , to. NT 
66 22 has fix' d his Habitation in thoſe celeſtial Regions? Obſerve, moreover, how he 


ſpreads the diffuſive Rays of the Sun upon the Surface of the Sea, and covers: it with. 
ht; obſerve how . apours, in the Room or Stead of thoſe 
* are exhauſted; which he makes uſe. of for quite different Purpoſes; Sometimes 
<« he puniſhes Mankind by Storms, Tempeſts, and Inundations; and ſometimes again, by 
repeated Showers, he makes for them a very plentiful Proviſion. At one Time,: by 
* Virtue of thoſe Clouds he prevents the Sun from refreſhing and ripening the Frui of 
ce the Earth; and at another, he only intercepts its Rays thereb for a. ſhort, Time, 
thoſe Fruits may not be burnt up, thro? exceſſive Heat. The very Cattle, in ſhort, 


„ who are wiſe by Inſtin& only, can tell, by the gathering of the Clouds, "what the Al- 


© mighty Tower" do with * aner to turn them into nenn 
6 Traps en e 5 : 0 * W. 
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With Cds the Ae 2 commandeth it not to: ſhine, 1 the Cloud that comerd 


betwixt.. The Noiſe thereof ſheweth concerning it, the Cattle aiſo concerning the Vapour. 


Here are ſore Commentators aſſert, that theſe two laſt Verſes are not only the darkeſt, and nin 


* obſcure Portions of the whole Book of ob, but of the whole Bible, or Book of God in general. 


There are others, however, who ſee but very little Obſcurity in them, and aſſert, that they are no- 
thing more than a Repetition of the Circumſtance of Rain juſt before mention'd, and the natural Ef- 
fects of it; and that the Inference which Elibu would draw from the 32d Verſe; is, that God can do 
3 be pleaſeth either in the Heavens or the Earth; and that all kind, for that Reaſon, 

their whole Truſt and Confidence in that Almighty Power. And from the 338 Ve ts, ta 
God y various Signs and Prognoſtications, vouchſafes to 4 us Warning of an app 
in the Course of Nature; and if ſo, much more does 


the Revolutions which he propoſes to bring about in the ſeveral States and Bip "ory! 4 World. 
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Elihu, having expatiated, in the former Chapter, on God's Ommpotence in general, in this 
Cd 10 * in particular of bis Peu, which is ſo conſpicuous in bis Thunder — 
m, Hail, Rain and Snow, and in divers other ſurpr fing Works of Nature. Here be 
©" repreſents to Job, that theſe are Inſtruments in God's Hands, either for the Reformation, or 
| © Pumfbment of Mankind ;” and erborts bim to meditate ſeriouſly thereupon, to confeſs bis own 
-> Weakneſs and Ignorance with all due Humility, as becomes bim, and revere God's Fudg- 
ments; fince be who attempts to account for bis Divine Counſels, is very arrogant and pre- 


© JT HEN the Clouds roll along the Skies, and are loaded with Thunder, the awful 
60 Noiſe makes me ſhudder with Fear and with Amazement: And if you will but 
« attend to that tremendous Sound which is now breaking over our Heads; I doubt not 
« but you will be truck with equal Terror and Confuſion , . ſince the bare Murmurs thereof 
« are ſo dreadful, that nr may with Propriety be term'd the Voice of the Almighty, 
« which makes the Atheiſt himſelf tremble, and ſtand in Awe of the very Being he denies. 
« This tremendous Noiſe, pope ſhakes the very Arches of the —— 1 es its Pro- 
<« greſs thro che whole Region of the Air; and is accompanied with his ightning, 
cc which darts its Flaſhes to the remoteſt Corners of the World: Ts he TS 
« der, which is more ſhocking than the hideous Roarings of the hungry Lion, ſtrikes the 
4% Ear, and gradually meren till it deſcends thro* the Air in impetuous Torrents of 
« 'Hail-ſtones, or big Drops of Rain. And he that throws his Thunder out with ſuch 
« ſurpriſing Force produces ſuch other Effects, as confound the wiſeſt of Men, and 
% maler them ingenuouſſy confeſs, that their Reaſon as well as their Philoſophy is perfetly 
„ He moulds the Snow, and blanches it in the Air; He covers the Earth with its 
« Fleeces; He orders and directs the Rain either to deſcend from the Clouds in ſoft, re- 
4 ing Showers, or elſe to pour down in ſuch vaſt S of Water, as interrupt at 
« once the rural Labours of the Huſbandman, and make ſenſible, that tis God who 
« governs the Seaſons here below. | | 

<« "Theſe ſtormy Seaſons drive the Beaſts themſelves from the wide Deſert, and oblige 
„ them to fly for Shelter to their Dens. The Winds that blow from the South are hi 
<« and turbulent; whilſt thoſe that proceed from the Northern Region are cold, and purify 
<« the Air: By theſe cold Blaſts, he binds up the Waters in ſuch Cryſtal Fetters, that they 
dc cannot flow. The Lord of Nature ſometimes ſpends his Evening Miſts in Dew, and 
« ſometimes paints his beauteous Rainbow in the Heavens. Theſe Meteors take their 
„ Courſe, as well as thoſe beforemention'd, under his Direction, and execute his Divine 
« Will upon the Face of the whole Earth © 5 

« Sometimes, in order to deſtroy a ſinful Nation, he employs ſuch Vapours as arm the 
« Air with Corruption; diffuſe their Forces all over the Land, and produce either a 
« Dearth, the Plague, or ſome other general Calamity : But if, on the other Hand, the 
te Almighty is pleas'd to bleſs a righteous People, then he cauſes his fruitful —— 
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6 von the Earth, and ſends them healthful Seaſons to make them happ xp. 
e O Fob, to all theſe Things; and reflect no more on God's Pro- 
cc yidence; but adore his Counſels; admire his Handy- Works, and revere his Power. 
« Can you declare what Orders he will pleaſe to give for the Motion of theſe Meteors ? 
* Can you, by all the Judgment you are Maſter of, determine when he will draw his gay, 
4 beauteous Rainbow in the Clouds? Can you preſume to ſay how, or by what Means 
« the pondrous Clouds hang ballanc'd in the Air? Can you reveal fuch Secrets as theſe, 
« which are the wondrous Works of infinite Wiſdom ? Can you oifoyer Fg 
<« Heat ariſes, with which we are ſometimes almoſt melted, tho' ever fo Yhinly dloath'd ? 
© Can you tell us why the Southern Breezes ſhould. create; a Calm upon the Waters, and 
« ſoften the Air, when furious Storms and Whirlwinds ariſe from the very ſame Quarter ? 
« But proceed, O Fob, and raiſe your Thoughts to nobler, and more remote Objects : 
% Was you ever in Council with the Almighty,” when he delign'd the Model ofthe 
« Heavens? Did you ever afford him the leaſt Aid or Aſſiſtance in the Formation of them, 
« which are as ſolid as they are bright, and in which, as in a Looking-Glaſs, we behold 
« his infinite Wiſdom and alaaterbd Inſtruct +” 1 have Skill ſufficient, Key to kay of 
« God's Omnipotence, and we will give you all the Attention imaginable. For our Part 
« we readily acknowledge, whene'er our Minds are intent on ſuch ſublime Obje Ou! 
« Tho are confounded, and loſt in Wonder. What Words can I to. make 
« uſe of that are applicable to the Caſe? Or am I capable of making any Addreſs to God, 
tc that is worthy of his Hearing ? He that would attempt to give a Deſcription of the Di- 
& vine Being, will find the Taſk inſuperable ; let him ſtretch his Reaſon. to the. utmoſt 
« Pitch, he will ſoon find the mighty Object will confound and diſtract him: his Head, 
« however ſteady, will turn giddy at ſuch a Height. Who can gaze on the Sun with un- 
« dazzled Eyes, when the Northern Winds have ſwept away every Cloud that could poſſi 
« bly obſcure his Luſtre? Much leſs, who can pretend to look upon God, whoſe Majeſty 
« is moſt awful; and which we ſhould only admire at an humble Diſtance.? We ought not 
« to ſearch into the Nature of it too far, or to upon it with too curious an Eye: For 
4 let us make ever ſuch bold Attempts, our finite Reaſon can never graſp the infinite, in- 
« comprehenſible Mind. His Power is ſo tranſcendent and boundleſs ; his Counſels fo 
« wiſe, and his Decrees ſo juſt, that No One ought to aſk a\Reaſon for his Proceedings. 
« Or if he ſhould be ſo idle and preſumptuous, God, who is the Lord and Sovereign of 
e the whole Univerſe, is under no Manner of Obligation to give him the ſeaſt Account. 
«© This ſhould make eee _ Pea Wyre wage. og vg _ 
„ peeviſh Arguments, and teach to adore him ; for ight he mee 
10 ee but deſpiſes him who is proud, and wiſe in his own Conceit,” . 


The erer of Jon, 
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45 Modern Write, in his Thoughts on the Deity, beholds himſelf like Elihu in the Tex, wich as 
* "moſt contrite Lowlineſs. Alas ! ſays he, I cannot ſo much as begin to think of him, but imme- 


8 my Thoughts are confounded, my Heart is perplex'd, my amaz d, my Head . 
1 wy whole Soul ſeems to-be unhing'd and overwhelm'd within me, — His Morey 0 exalts me; his 
= me; his Wiſdom | aſtoniſhes me; his Power affrights me; dazzles my 


by Reaſon of big Highneſs, I cannot endure ; for the leaſt Glimy of him makes my Hear! 
rnd nd tor e Pct, ator yl, an rept Dl ad Ak. | 


ee e 


Hear e the „ Noi of bis Voice, and the Sound that goeth out of bis Mouth. He 
_ direfleth it under the whole Heaven, and his Lightning unto the Ends of the Earth.. After 
it Voice roareth:' He thundreth ws the "ace of his mags woe thundreh mar. 


. _ vellouſly with bis Voice. 


Humer, in foveral:Pacts of his Iliad, Arbe with great Sublimity the Awfulneſs of Thunder and 
Lightning-—4 ſhall produce an Inſtance or two from Mr. Pope's Tranſlation. _ 


But Jove aver t the Signs of Wrath diſplay'd, = vg f 4 Sher 'd on all, 
573 We e lebe the the . 1 on ps Hh eg 6 
2 f, Book VII. Line 478. 9 


93 A os 2 Jore fm Ida's + his Horrors -eads ; 43 . God in Terrors, and the Skies on Fire. 
| burſt drea ft o'er the Grecian Heads ; | Nor great Idomeneus that Sight cou d bear, _. 

42 4 btaings flaſh; the muttering Thunder rolls; | Nor each flern Ajax, Thunderbolt of War. 
fy Airs ea bbs ewithers, and unmans their Souls. | Nor he, the King of _ tÞ' Alarm ee, , 


#37. * f 


rath the N Hoſts retire ; Neſtor alone ami 1 rs e Storm remain l. 
e VIII. Line 75. in the Origical. 
161 — ner? aw Sound, | The g "ring Steeds el] frate at the Sight, Ln 
N Roll d the ig Thunder o wal vaſt ow” | fad Neder 's — Hand confeſe bir Fright * 
Full in Tydide's Face the Lightnin | He 1 the Reins ; and ſhook with ſacred Dread. 
be Ground before . L url bah. blue; ; Iliad, Book VIII. Line 132. in the Original, 


I conceive, however, that the Awfulneſs of Thunder and Li tning are no where, but in the ſacred 
Scriptures, ſo well deſcrib'd as in Shakeſpear, 1 in his Tragedy of King Lear. Mr. Smith, 
5 his Notes on Longinus, makes the following Remarks; which, as they well expreſs what I wou d 

on this Article, A ſhall quote them in his own Words. In reading the Deſcription of the Storm i a 
King Lear, ſays he, one ſees the piteous Condition of thoſe who are expos'd to it in open Air; 
almoſt hears 8 Wind and Thunder, and beholds the Flaſhes of Lightning. The Anger, Fury, _ 

Exclamations of Lear himſelf ſeem to rival the Storm, which is as outrageous in his 
5 „inflam'd and ulcerated by the * of his Daughters, as in the Elements themſelves. 
iew him 


Cont with the fretful n | That Things might change or ceaſe: Tears his white Hair, 
Bidding the Winds blow Earth into the Sea, Which the impetuous Blaſts, with cyeleſi Rays, 
Or well the curled Waters 'bove the Main, Catch in their Fury. 


We 


* 


*  » Rumble thy Belly full, pit Fire, ſpout Rain; 


With OzstrvatIoONS 105 


We afterwards ſee the diſtreſſed old Man expos'd to all the Inclemencies of the Weatherz N 
itſelf in Hurry and Diſorder, but he as violent and boiſterous as the Storm. 1 


* 


Itaæ not you, ye Elements, 


Nor Rain, Wind, Thunder, Fire are my Daughters ; 


And immediately after, 


— Let the great Gods [ That art inceſtuous : Caitiff, ſhake to Pieces, 
That keep this dreadful Thundring o'er our Heads, That under Covert and convenient Seeming, 

Find out their Enemies ngw.  Tremble thou Wretch, Haſt prafis'd on Man's Life. Cloſe pent-up Guilt 
That haſt within thee undivulged Crimes, - | Rive your concealing Continents, and aſe 
Unwhipt of Juſtice. Hide thee, thou bloody Hand, Theſe dreadful Summoners Grace. 

Thou perjur'd, and thou fimular Man of Virtue, | Bt 


The Storm till continues, and the poor old Man is forc'd along the open Heath to take Shelter in a 
wretched Hovel. There the Poet has laid new Incidents to ſtamp freſh Terror on the Imagination, by 
lodging Edgar in it before them. The Paſſions of the old King are fo turbulent, that he will not 


U 


perſuaded to take any Refuge, When honeſt Kent intreats him to go in, he cries, 3 
Prithee go in thy ſelf, ſeek thy own Eaſe, | Your. lep d and window'd Raggedne/: defend 

This Tempeſt will not give me Leave to ponder | From Seaſons ſuch as theſe? Ob! I 8 ** 
On Things wou'd hurt me more Too little Care of this ! Take Phyfick, Pomp, 

Nay, get thee in; Tl pray — and then Til fleep — | Expoſe thyſelf to feel what Wretches feel, . 


Poor, naked Wretches, whereſot'er you are, 
That bide the Pelting of this pitileſs Storm ! ; 
How ſhall your houſeleſs Heads, and unfed Sides, | 


The Miſeries and Diſorders of Lear and Edgar are then painted with ſuch judicious Horror, that 
every Imagination muſt be ſtrongly affected by ſuch Tempeſts in Reaſon, and Nature. I have quoted 
thoſe Paſſages which have the moral Reflections in them, ſince they add Solemnity to the Terror, and 
alarm at once a Variety of Paſſions. Smith's Long. P. 139, 140. 245 | 
Notwithſtanding theſe, and many more Paſſages that might be produced from prophane Authors, 
are certainly written with great Spirit and Elegance, and have a proper Effect on the Imagination — yet 
what is human Art, what is human Wiſdom, compar'd with that which is from Heaven? The Pfal- 
miſt's Deſcription of a Storm has more Life and Spirit in it than any the moſt applauded in the Authors 
of Antiquity — They that go down to the Sea in Ships, Pſ. 107. Ver. 23, to 31. and it ends in that Fer- 
vency of Devotion which ſuch grand Occurrences are fitted to raiſe in the Minds of the moſt thoughtful. 
O that Men would therefore praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs ; and declare the Wonders that he deeth for 
the Children of Men In ſhort, let any intelligent Reader compare the above Quotations from Honier, 
&c. with the xviiith-Pſalm, and I am perſuaded he will ſoon perceive the infinite Diſtance between 
them,—The Earth trembled and quaked ; the very Foundations alſo of the Hills ſhook and were removed 
becauſe he was wroth. There went a Smoke out in his Preſence ; and a conſuming Fire out of bir Mouth, 
fo that Corals were kindled dt it. He bowed the Heavens alſo, and came down and it was dark under 
his Feet, He rode pon the Cherubims, and did fly : He came flying upon the Wings of the Mind. He 


That thou mayſt ſhake the Superflux to them, 
And ſbew the Heavens more juſt. . | 


made Darkneſs his Lev. Place; his Pavilion round about him with dart Water, and thick Clouds to 


cover him. At the Brightneſs of his Preſence his Glouds removed; Hail ſtones, and Caals "of Fire, The 
Lord alſo thundred out of Heaven, and the Higheſt. gave his Thunder ; . Hail-ftones, and Coals of Fire. 
ſent out his Arrows and ſcattered them : He caſt forth Lightnings and deſtroyed them The Springs of 
Waters were ſeen, and the Foundations of the round World were diſcovered at thy chiding, O Lord; at 
the blaſting of the Breath of thy Diſpleaſure. EY: "© 
Several Heathen Nations had ſuch an awful Apprehenſion of Thunder, that they imagin'd it to be a 
God, and accordingly paid it the Tribute of Divine Adoration ; and *tis very probable, that ſome of 
them retain the ſame Veneration for it to this very Day. | | 
| * C HA P. 
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1 Elihu baving finiſt'd bis Diſcourſe, God Almighty, in this Chapter, apears as a Fudge (in 


 Condeſcenſion to Job's repeated Regugſt) to determine at once this long, and important Debote. 
And bere, in the firſt Place, he convinces Job of his Weakneſs and Igncrance, and makes him 
| ſenſible, that it was an Ad of Preſumption in any One, how righteous or intelligent ſoever, to 
pi with too much Curiofity into his ſecret Counſels : And in order to humble him ſtill far- 
ther, he ſets before his Eyes a great Variety of his wonderful Works; the Manner in which 
the Earth and the Heavens were created; the numberleſs, and aſtoniſhing Creatures that liv'd 
and mov'd, and bad their Being in the Sea; but more eſpecially he ſhews him how little be 
- wnderſtood of thoſe various Meteors (as they are generally call'd) which are form'd in the 
Clouds: From thence he proceeds to ſpeak of the admirable Contexture of the Beaſts of the 
Field, and the Birds of the Air; and tow'rds the Concluſion gives a particular Deſcription of 
One of each, as ſufficient to confound bim, and induce bim to humble himſelf before his Maker. 


O ſooner had Elibu finiſh'd his Diſcourſe, but the ALmicuTy approach'd near the 
x Place, and from an opening Cloud an awful Voice was heard as loud and dreadful 
as a Tempeſt, faying : ; o | 
Where is the Man, who, by his groſs Miſtakes, makes ſuch falſe Conſtructions on 
« my Proceedings? If thou haſt Courage enough to argue the Point in Debate with me, 
„ prepare thyſelf to ſtand before a Judge, who is now come, according to thy repeated 
_ Requeſt, and give, if thou canſt, a ſatisfactory Anſwer to the following Queries. Say, 
« what waſt thou, and who could find thy Station, when (according to the Ideas in my 
e all-comprehending Mind) I firſt laid the Foundations of the Earth? Tell me, if thou haſt 
4 attain'd to ſo high a Pitch of Knowledge, from whence did I fetch my Materials for it? 
0 Canſt thou declare by what 40 beg Art, by what unerring Rule, I ſquar'd, and fitted 
every Part of it? Canſt thou diſcover on what its Foundation was plac'd? What was the 
. Cement that bound the Fabrick ſo faſt? When I firſt laid the Corner-ſtone of the 
* Building, doſt thou know in what Compaſs of Time the whole ſtupendous Fabrick was 
« rear d Where waſt thou, when all the Stars, and all the Angelic Powers, who by far 
« ſurpaſs them in Luſtre, firſt appear'd, in order to proclaim my Praiſe with. one Conſent ? 
„Who planted the rocky Doors before the Sea? Who kept the foaming Billows in ſandy 
« Chains, when the Earth open'd to give Birth, as it were, to the capacious Ocean, when 
I cover'd it with Clouds as with a Garment, and wrapt miſty Mantles over its Boſom, 
« with the ſame Facility, as a Nurſe ſwaddles her new-born Infant? Did not I form a Bed 
« for it in the Land? Did not the ſwelling Surges, at my Command, march to their de- 
« ſtin'd Station? Did not they find that my rocky Doors had confin'd them fafe ? When 
« they were thus fix d, I ſaid to the Sea; behold the Frontiers which bound thy Empire; 
« thus far mayſt thou roll thy proud Waves, but no farther ; theſe Bars ſhall keep thy im- 
« petuous Waters within their appointed Bounds. | | 5 13 
5 Give thyſelf Time for Reflection, and tell me truly, haſt thou any Idea of the firſt 
« Formation of the Sun? Or didſt thou order or appoint the Place for its Upriſing and 
Setting? Didſt thou diffuſe its Beams to the remoteſt Corners of the Earth, _ 
; 5 1 : ic ed, 


| With O;sEVATIOMS e. 107 
« Wicked, who take Delight in Deeds of Darkneſs may be detected, and puniſh? 1 


« ing to their Demerits ? For they are terrified at the Approach of Day-light; and change 
ce their Colour, as often as the Clay does its Form, under various Impreſſions ; like a 
<« changeable Garment, they are inconſiſtent with themſelves. At laſt they loſe the Benefit 


« and Advantage of that Light, which thoſe who are innocent enjoy with the utmoſt Plea- _ 
e ſure; becauſe their Power, which they exerted in the Night, and was arbitrary and inſolent, 


* . 


e is broke in pieces at the Dawn of Day. 7 

“ Tell me, Thou, who preſumeſt to pry thus into my ſecret Counſels, didſt thou ever 
„ ſurvey thoſe hidden Springs which feed the ſpacious Ocean? Or haſt thou ever been able 
&* to diſcover the immenſe Treaſures that cover the Bottom of the Deep? Has the Earth 
<< ever expos'd her moſt gloomy Caverns to thy curious View? Or didſt thou ever deſcend 


into its Center? Haſt thou ever drawn thy Compaſs round the Earth, and thereby found 


e dut its Dimenſions ? Shew thy Judgment, if it be ſo comprehenſive, and tell me, where 
the Light is reſident when the Sun ſets, or what becomes of the Darkneſs upon his Ap- 
© proach in the Morning. Is it in thy Power to bring either the One or the Other hither ? 


« Or canſt thou carry either of them back to their Places from hence, and preſcribe them 


their Bounds at Pleaſure ? Haſt thou any Knowledge of theſe Things, becauſe thou waſt 

born before I gave them their Exiſtence? How durſt thou, who couldſt not then tell 
* whether thou ſhouldſt ever be born, or at this preſent canſt not tell me when thy ap- 
pointed Time of Death will come, how durſt thou preſume to diſcourſe with ſo much 


«© Freedom and Confidence on my over-ruling Providence? When waſt thou in the Regions 
of the Air? Haſt thou ever been in thoſe Houſes, where I work my Meteors ? Haſt 


„thou ever ſeen the Manner in which either the Snow or the Hail is made? If I am in- 
e clin'd- to make uſe of thoſe Weapons for the Deſtruction of my Enemies, have I oc- 
& caſion for Recourſe to any other? Canſt thou give me any rational Account how, and 
by what Means, the Light is diffus'd over the Face of the Earth? Or canſt thou tell me 
© how comes the Wind to blow more violent from the Eaſt than from the Weſt? Didſt 
thou make a Paſſage in the Heavens for the Conveyance of over-flowing Showers ? Or 
didſt thou open a Way for the iſſuing forth of Thunder and Lightning? Do thoſe Showers 
„ go by thy Appointment to ſuch deſart Places, where there are no Inhabitants to ſupply 
„ them with any refreſhing Waters? Is it by thy Direction, that they ſatisfy the moſt ſandy 
“ and barren Parts of the Earth, where all the Art and Induſtry of Man could never make 
- them fruitful without thoſe Supplies? Shew me, if thou art Maſter of the Secret, how 
„% the Rain and the Dew are produc'd? And where is the Man to be found that can form 
% one ſingle Drop of either the one or the other? Say, by what Means the Dew is ſome- 
times congeal'd, and ſpreads its Froſt-work all over the Meadows. What is the Nature 
of the Froſt that reſtrains the Waters, which hardens the running Streams, and makes 
„ them as ſolid as the Land? Canſt thou keep back the Spring? Canſt thou prevent the 
« Flowers from ſhooting forth, or the Plants from ſprouting, when kindly Showers deſcend 
from Heaven thro? the Influence of the Pleiades, or ſeven Stars, which riſe in the Spring? 
* Or canſt thou in the Winter break open thoſe Grounds, and make them fit for the Farmer's 
* Uſe, which the Riſing of Orion has bound up faſt? Is it by thy Direction and Ap- 


© pointment, that the Heavens are fill'd with Conſtellations ? Canſt thou make Mazzeroth 


« ariſe in his Turn? Canſt thou guide ArFurus around the Pole, and command his ſhining 
<< Sons to move in their proper Order? If the Government of them were entruſted to thy 
Care, couldſt thou tell how to act? Let me ſee but one Inſtance of thy Art? Will the 

E's | | Clouds 


— 


1% Thee His ronY of JOB, - 


« Clouds obey thy Orders? Do thou call aloud for Rain, and let us ſee whether the Rain 
„ will deſcend or not? will the red-winged Lightning be ready to fly at thy Command? 


« And will the awful Thunder roll along the Heavens at thy Direction? Who imparted 


. Wiſlom to Man, and fill'd his Heart with Underſtanding ? Didft thou infpire him with 
that Ray of the Divinity? Or was it wholly owing to my Bounty? Who can regiſter the 
e Number of the Clouds, which cover the Atmoſphere ? Canſt thou prevent the Showers 


« from deſcending from them? Or canſt thou pour down the Rain upon the Earth, when 


_ it is bottled up? When a ſafficient Quantity of Rain has clos'd the gaping Ground, canſt 


thou ſtop the Waters? Are the Beaſts of the Field ſupplied with Food by thee ? Doſt 
e thou provide for the Lion and his Young ones when they are hungry? Or, if the Old 
<<. one, Who is incapable. of ranging over the Deſart, and lies couch'd in his Den, in hopes 
« of Prey, doſt thou cauſe the unguarded Fawn to paſs by the Mouth of it? Or, in a 


„ Word, has the Raven the leaſt Dependance on thy Care? Do her Young ones receive 


<& their Portion at thy Hands? And when they complain, is it thy Providence or mine that 
« protects them? | 7 PRI 


Miſcellaneous Notes on CHAT. XXXVIII. 
Vn 8 


Then the Lord anſwer'd Job out of the Whirkvind and ſaid who is this that darkneth Counſel 


= 


by Words without Knowledge ? &c. 


R. Young has oblig'd the Publick with a very beautiful Paraphraſe in heroic Verſe on this, and the 
D four ſubſequent Chapters, and 1 had ſome Thoughts of aſking Leave to arrange his Poems under 
the reſpeRive "Texts ; but as it has been lately reprinted, I conceive his Book may be in every ones 
Poſſeſſion who are fond of Poetry: I ſhall take the Liberty, however, to make ſome Extracts from it, 
the better to illuſtrate the Text. His Paraphraſe on the firſt Verſe runs thus : 


= 


* 


Fell o'& their Headr with terrible Sarprize, © 


| || (They ſaw and trembled;) from the Darkneſs broke 
A ſudden Whirkwind blacken'd all the Skies ; 


A dreadful Voice; and thus the Almighty ſpoke. 

Who gives his Tongue a looſe ſo bold and vain, &c. 
The Book of Fob is well known to be dramatick ; and like the Tragedies of old Greece, is by ſome 
ſuppos'd to be a Fiction built on Truth. Probably this moſt noble Part of it, the Almighty ſpeaking 
out of the Whirlwind, (fo ſuitable to the After- practice of the Greet Stage, to introduce the Deity 
himſelf on important Occaſions) is fictitious; but it is a Fiction more agreeable to the Time in which 
Feb. liv*d, than to any ſince. Frequent before the Law, were the Appearances of the Almighty after 
this Manner, Exodus xix. Hence is he ſaid to dwell in thick Darkneſs : And have his Way in the birl. 


Ver. VIII. IX. X. XI. 


Or who ſbut up the Sea with Doors, when it brake forth as if it had iſſued out of the Womb ? 
When I made the Cloud the Garment thereof, and thick Darkneſs a ſwadling Band for it, and 
brake up for it my decreed Place, and ſet Bars and Doors, and ſaid hitherto ſhalt thou come, 

ut no farther, and here ſhall thy proud Waves be ſtayed. | ; 


THERE is a very great Air in all that precedes, but this is ſignally ſublime. We are ſtruck with 
= Admiration, to ſee the vaſt ungovernable Ocean feceiving Commands and punQuall obeying them ; 
to find it like a manag'd Horſe, raging, toſſing, and foaming, but by the Rule and Direction of its 


Maſter, 


Dr. Young. 


With OsszRVATIONCS. 20% 
Maſter. This Paſſage ee in Sublimity to that of Let there be Light, &c. ſo much only, as the ab- 


ſolute Government of Nature yields to the Creation of it. The like Spirit in theſe two Paſſages is no 
bad concurrent Argument, that Maſes is the Author of the Book of Job. 


Who, ' rn forth his Seeptre o'er the Deep, | 1 chain them wwirb my Word; the bviling Sea, 1 

Can that wide World in due Sul jection keep ? Work'd up in Tempeſts, hears. my great Decree 3 

1 broke the Globe, I cop d its hallow Side, Thus far, nor farther, be. thy Tide convey'd; 

Aud did a Baſon for the Floods provide: I And here, O Sea, full thy provid M, br Hay d. 

nd * * he) - N 1 4 a 
Vage ß7«ͤcn 3 

Wilt thou hunt the Prey for the Lion? Or fill the Appetite of tbe young Lions, when they cauch 

in their Dens, and abide in the Covert to lie in wait ? Trae | 

But fiercer ftill the Lordly Lion falls, . Or ſtreteb'd on broken Limbs, conſume the Day, 

Grimly majeſtic in his lonely Walks ; In Darkneſs wrapt, and ſlumber oer their Prey g 

When round he glares, all living Creatures fly ; Zy the pale Moon they take their diſtin'd Round, 

He clears the Deſart with his rowling Eye. And lafh their Sides, and furious tear thi Ground: 

Say Mortal, does he rouſe at thy Command, I Now Shrieks and dying Groans the Defart. fill ; 

And roar to thee, and live upon thy Hand? | They rage, 77 rend; their rav\nous Faws diſtil 

Doft thou for him in Foreſts bend thy Bow, | With crimſon Fam; and when the Baigquets o'er, 

And to bis gloomy Den the Morſel throw, - -| They ſtride away, and paint their Steps with Gore z 

Where bent on Death lie hid his tawny Brood, In Flight alone the Shepherd puts his'Traſt, | 

And couch'd in dreadful Ambuſh, pant for Blood ; And fhudders at the Talon in tb Daſt, 


The Almighty's Speech, in this and the following Chapters, is by much the fineſt Part, fays Dr. Young, 
of this, = obleRt, and moſt antient Poem * World. 5 Biſhop Patrick ſays, its Grandeur is __ 
much above all other Poetry, as Thunder is louder than a Whiſper, — Here, more than in any Paſſagt 
of Sacred Scripture, we may perceive how vaſtly uſeful the Rhetorical Figure of Interrogation is, in giving 
us a lofty Idea of the Deity, whilſt every Queſtion awes us into Silence, and inſpires us with an humble 
Senſe of our own Weakneſs and Inſufficiency. — That the Senſe receives Strength as well as Beauty. 
from the Uſe of Interrogations, is no where ſo viſible as in the Poetical and Prophetical Parts of Serip- 
ture. Numberleſs Inſtances might be eaſily produc'd, and we are puzzled how to pitch on any in 
particular amidſt ſo fine a Variety, leſt the Chotee might give room to call our Judgment in Queſtion, _ - 
for taking no Notice of others that are perhaps more remarkable. I ſhalt produce a Paſſage or two 
which is pointed out to me Mr. Smith, in his Notes on Longinus, from whom I took this 
Hint, as I have ſome others. — Deborab's Words, in the Perſon of Siſera's Mother, are a noble In- 
ſtance of the Uſe of Interrogations. The Mother of Siſera looked out at a Window, and cried through: 
the Lattice, why is his Chariot ſo long in coming ? Why tarry the Wheels of his Chariots * Her wiſe. 
Ladies anſwered her; yea, ſhe returned Anfwer to herſelf ; Have they not ſped? Have they not divided. 
the Prey, to every Man a Damſel or two ? To Siſera a Prey of divers Colours, a Prey of divers Colours 
Needle-work, of divers Colours of Needle-work on both Sides, meet for the Netks of them that take the 
poil ? — How artfully does St. Paul, Acts 26. transfer his Diſcourſe from Feftus to Agrippa? In ver. 
26. he ſpeaks of him in the third Perſon. — The King, ſays he, knoweth of theſe Things, before whom I 
2 ſpeak freely — then in the following, he turns ſhort upon him: King Agrippa, believeſt thou the Pro- 
phets ? and immediately anſwers his own Queſtion, I know that thou believeſl. The ſmootheſt Eloquence, 
the moſt inſinuating Complaiſance, could never have made ſuch an Impreſſion on Agrippa as this un- 
expected and pathetic Addreſs, | | ; 


CH A P. 


- 
— 


a HisToxy of JOB, 
FTC OO OOO OOO TIT 
ſl HF CH AP. XXXIX. . AE. 
- In this Chapter, the Diſcourſe on God's providential Care of the Beaſts of the Field, and the 
Birds of the Air, juſt mention d in the Cloſe of the laſt, is here continu d. To the two In- 


Rances there given of the Lions and the Ravens, ſeveral others are now ſuperadded, as far- 
. ther Demonſtrations of God's creating Power. 5 


HNReſumptuous Man! Thou, who art too curious, and wouldſt pry, if thou couldſt, into 
„my ſecret Counſels ! Canſt thou tell me, when the Vild-Goats bring forth their Young 
ones on the high and craggy Rocks? Waſt thou ever preſent, when any pregnant Hind 
“was calving? Or, didſt thou ever lend her the leaſt Aſſiſtance in her Struggles to diſcharge 
her Burden ? Knoweſt thou the Months that compleat her firſt Conception? Or, canſt thou 

keep an Account for her of the preciſe Time that ſhe ſhall be deliver'd ? Say, haſt thou 
<< ever ſeen her bow herſelf ? Waſt thou ever Witnefs of the agonizing Pains, the Sorrows 
<« ſhe undergoes in the Excluſion of her Births ? And notwithſtanding all the Difficulties 
that thus attend her, the Young ones grow ſtrong and fat without their Nurſe ; for they 
<*« range immediately thro* the open Fields for their Subſiſtence, and return no more to the 
% Mother-Hind. . | 3 5 
Tell me, Job, who imparted the Noble Senſe of Liberty to the Wild- Ass, that bravely 

diſdains a Maſter, and will not be controuPd by Rein or Bit, as other Creatures are? 

Who made that wide Difference between him and them? As I thought proper to lay no 
<« ignominious Burdens on his Back; fo I aſſign'd him the ſpacious Deſert for his Habita- 
tion, where he looks down with Diſdain on thoſe who frequent populous Cities, and never 
“feels, nor hears the Driver's Whip. He ſcorns to be confin'd within the Meadows, but 
<« flies to the Mountains where he ranges, Lord of himſelf, and uncontroul'd ; where he finds 
« Paſturage ſufficient for his daily Subſiſtence. Toe | | 7 

.* Thou, who wouldſt willingly have all Creatures ſubſervient to thy Will, go to the Uni- 
<«. corn, and try if thou canſt prevail on him tamely to ſubmit to thy Directions. Will he 
not refuſe thy Crib, and proffer'd Corn? Will he yield his Neck ignobly to thy Yoke ? 

« Canſt thou make him, like thy.Oxen, go to the Plough, or draw thy Harrow over the 
« Valleys? Wilt thou, becauſe his Strength is great, depend on his doing the Remain- 
« der of thy Buſineſs in the Field? Or wilt thou ſuffer him to bring thy Harveſt home, 
« when it is gather'd, and lay it in thy Barns? _.. 

„Who was it dy'd the Peacock with ſuch variegated Colours? To whom is he indebted 
„ for his long, gawdy Train? : | 5 

« Tell me, Job, who is it that aſſumes the Honour to himſelf of forming the beauteous 
« Plumes of the Oftrich ? Or to whom is ſhe indebted for her ſtrong and ſpacious Wings? 
Her inward Qualities, however, are no Ways anſwerable to her external Beauty. For 

« ſhe has no Forecaſt or Contrivance in her. She never repairs to any ſolitary Receſſes, in 
« order to conceal her Eggs, but drops them any where, regardleſs of the Place, and leaves them 
« without the leaſt Thought or Concern, expos'd on the warm Sands to be corrupted by the 
Sun; or trodden under Foot, by Man or Beaſt. The careleſs, improvident Bird has no 
„ natural Tenderneſs or paternal Regard for her Offfpring, but is hardned againſt them, as 
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if they were none of hers; ſhe is under no Apprehenſions of the Danger to which they 


are expos'd : But the true Reaſon of this Negligence, and careleſs Deportment is this, I 
the Almighty have not thought fit to give her that Prudence and Diſcretion, which I have 


conferr'd on other Creatures: However, tho I have imparted to her but a ſmall Share 
* of Underſtanding, I have yet given her ſo much as is requiſite for her Preſervation ; for 


(66 
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when ſhe exalts her Neck, and tries the Strength of her Wings, She is ſo ſwift, that 
ſhe dreads not her Enemy, ſhe ſcorneth the Horſe and his Rider, ſince they can never 
overtake her in her Flight. 1 


Who was it Fob, that endow'd the Hor/e with that Strength and Courage, ſo conſpicu- 
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to meet the Foe, regardleſs of their Inſtruments o 


ous in him above his Fellow-Brutes ? Haſt thou given him his Confidence and his Spirits? 
Is it thy Thunder that cloaths his ſtately Neck? Or didſt thou give him that majeſtick 
Main, whoſe flowing Hairs like forked Lightning waves in the Wind, and dazzles the 


Beholders Eyes? Canſt thou damp his hot Blood, or make him ſpring away with Fear as 


a Graſhopper ? —When in the Heat of Battle he ſnorts, the Fire and Smoke that from his 


Noſtrils roll, is terrible. Proud and pamper*d, he paws the Ground, tears up the grafly . 


Turf, and ſpurns the Sand around him. He glories in his Strength, and when he hears 
the Alarms of thoſe who come to oppoſe him, he leaps, he bounds, he forward ſpri 

1 War. —At Fear he We 1h 
runneth on the very Points of naked Swords; he maketh his Paſſage thro' Ranks of 


gliftering Spear, nor Shield diſmay him. He ſeems to fly, and his 


is the Trumpet's Voice. — But as the Noiſe approaches, he neighs, he prances with De- 


light, he ſnuffs the Air — and hopes the promis d Battle— Ha, Ha, cries he, I hear the 


Thunder of the Captains, and the Shouting. 


* þ 3 
« Obſcrve the Hawk how ſhe mounts upwards, and purſues her Prey, ſwift as a Ray of 


Light. Didſt thou ſtretch out her Wings? Or didſt thou inſtruct her at the Approach 


of Winter, to repair to the Southern Parts of the Earth for the Enjoyment of a warmer 


Climate ? os 


« Which of all the feather'd Train, like the Eagle, can approach the Sun ? Is it to thee 


ſhe is indebted for her Strength or Swiftneſs ? Was it thro* thy Wiſdom or Direction that 
ſhe builds her Neſt where no Mortals can reach it ? She ſettles her Abode on the Sum- 


mit of the higheſt Rocks. Her Fortreſs is kept in the midſt of ſuch craggy Cliffs, as 


are inſuperably ſteep. There ſhe towers, and looks down with a becoming Pride on 
all the Birds below. Such is the Sharpneſs of her Sight, that ſhe ſurveys the diſtant Val- 


leys at a Glance, and darts down, like a Thunder-bolt, thro* the yielding Air to truſs 


her Prey; which, when ſhe has ſeiz'd and torn in Pieces, ſhe carries in her Pounces 


to her Young ones, who ſuck with Greedineſs the Blood; and after a Battle, whereever 


the dead Carcaſes lie, there is ſhe to be found hovering over them. 


Miſcellaneous Notes on Cu av. XXXIX. 


N this Chapter the Wiſdom of the Almighty is farther diſplay d in his providential Care of ſeveral 


wild Creatures, herein particularly named, viz. The wild Goats, the Hinds, the Wild-Aſs, the 


Unicorn, the Peacock, the Stork, the Oftrich, the Horſe, the Hawk, the Eagle, &c. As I preſume 


poetical 


armed Men; and neither the Noiſe of Arrows that come whizzing 9 his Ears, nor the 
5 wift Motion ſhakes 
the ſolid Earth; and when he hears the ſhrill Muſick's Sound, for joy he ſcarce believes it 


4 


* 
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poetical Deſcriptions of the above Creatures will be entertaining, I ſhall make no Apology for intro- 
ducing them, chiefly from Dr. Young. „ 15 

There is no Parts in a Poem, ſays Mr. Hug bs, which ſtrike the Generality of Readers with ſo much 
Pleaſure as Deſcriptions ; and there are none, in which Poets of an ordinary Rank are more frequently 


betray'd into Faults. A judicious Deſcription is like a Face which is beautiful without Art; an inj - 
o 


dicious one is like a painted Complexion, which often diſcovers itſelf, by affecting more Gaiety of 


lour than is natural. 5 

The Reaſon why Deſcriptions make liveiier Impreſſions on common Readers than other Parts of a 
Poem, is, becauſe they are form'd of Ideas drawn from the Senſes, and are thus in a manner like 
Pictures made Objects of the Sight; whereas moral Thoughts and Diſcourſes conſiſting of Ideas, abſtracted 
from Senſe, operate flower, and with leſs Vivacity. Every one immediately perceives the Reſemblances 


ſecond Thought or Reflection. 
As Deſcriptions are all drawn from Objects of the Senſes, and the Likeneſs or Unlikeneſs of them 


in the Speeches of a Prince, a General, or a Counſellor, is more remote, and diſcern'd by a kind of 


are eaſily pereeiv d; ſo there is a general Similitude in all true Deſcriptions of the ſame Object drawn 


by ſeveral Artiſts, and the Degrecs of Likeneſs, and the different Manner of expreſſing it by thoſe ſeve- 
ral Artiſts, make a very diſtinguiſhable and paring FRrI_: The famous Deſcription of a Hor ſe 
in the 6th Book of Homer's Iliad, and that in the 4th Book of the Eneis of Virgil, the latter bein 

only a Copy of the firſt, and that in the Book of Fob are very different, —＋ are extremely 21 
and beautiful. We ſhall tranſcribe thoſe Deſcriptions in their proper Place to which we refer the 


— 


- 
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Ver. I. II. III. IV. 


Ide | inds do calve ? Canſt thou number the Months that they fulfil? Or knoweſt thou the 

Time when they bring forth ? They bow themſelves, they bring forth their Young. ones, they 
caſt out their Sorrows. Their Young ones are in good liking, they grow up with Corn; they 
£0 forth and return not unto them. | | | | 


1 puts che Hind into ſuch an Agony, that ſhe preſently excludes her Young one, whi FY 


ſticks in the Birth, P/alm xxix. ver. 8. and. other Authors. | 


Know? ft: thou: how many Moons, by me afſign'd 1 Walk unſuftain'd, and unaſſiſted feed BE 

Roa. 2 the eee and Foreſt-Hind, i, live at once, , the Dams warm Side, | 
While egnant they a Mother's Load ſuſtain ? | Take the wide World, with Nature for their Guide ; 
They bend in Anguiſh, and caſt forth in Pain. Bound o'er the Lawn, or ſeek the diftant-Glade, 


Hale are their Young, from human Frailties freed, Ard find a Home in each delightful Shade. 
Ver. V. VI. VII. VIII. | 


Who * ſent.out the Wild- Afs free ? Or who hath looſed the Bands of the Wild-Afs? Whoſe 
Hon 


e bave made the Wilderneſs, and the barren Land his m—_— He ſcorneth the 
Multitude of the City, neither regardeth be the Crying of the Driver. The Range of the Moun- 
tains is his Paſture, and be ſearches after every green Thing. 


0 


And break his Randt, and bid him live at large, As in pure Air aloft he bounds along, 


3 Diaſ thou from Service the Wild-Aſs diſcharge, | His Meal is on the Range of Mountains ſpread; 


Through the wide Waſte, his ample Manſion, roam He ſees in diſtant Smoke the City- Tbrong; 
det ge Bn . 
By Nature's Hand magrificently fed, The threatuing Driver, and the ſervile Rein. 


* - 


Ver. 


df Nature in the Deſcription of a Tempeſt, a Palace, or a Garden; but the Beauty of proper Sentiment 


We thes the Time when the Wild-Goats of the Rock bring forth? Or canſt thou mark when 
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Ver. IX. X. XI. XII. 


1 Will the Unicorn be willing to ſerve thee, or abide by thy Crib ? Canſt thou. bind the Unicorn 


' Submit bis uerworn Shoulder to the Yoke, 
1 | Break the fiff Clod, and oer thy Furrow ſmoke ? 


Hie proudly ſpreads them to the Golden Ray, And Slowly moves amid the waving Blaze. 


- with his Band in the Furrow ? Or will be harrow the Valleys after thee ? Wilt thou truſt 
him, becauſe his Strength is great? Or wilt thou leave thy Labour to bim? Wilt thou 


Believe him that he will bring home thy Seed, and gather it into thy Barn? 


Since great his Strength o truſt him, void of Care, 
Lay on bis Neck the Tel of all the Year 4 8 
Bid him bring Home the Seaſons to thy Doors, 
And caſt his Load among thy gathey'd Stores, 


Will the tall e Reem, which knows no Lord but mo 
Lowe at the Crib, and aſt an Alms of thee? A 


Cave thou the goodly Wings unto the Peacocks ? 


How rich the Peacock | What bright Glories run I Gives all his Colours, and adorns the D 
From Plume to Plume, and vary in the Sun? With conſcious State the ſpacious Round 47 


» 
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ver. XII. XIV. XV. XVI. XVII. XVII. „ 
Gaveſt thou Wings and Feathers unto the Oſtrich? Which leaveth ber Eggs in tbe Earth, and 


warmeth them in the Duſt ; and forgetteth that the Foot may cruſh them, or that the wild 


Beaſt may break them. She is hardned againſt her Young ones as though they were-not hers : 
Her Labour is in vain without Fear; becauſe God hath deprived her. of Wiſdom, neither 


bath be imparted to her Underſtanding. What time ſbe lifteth up herſelf on bigh, ſhe ſeorneth. 


the Horſe and bis Rider. e 


Who in the cruel Oſtrich has ſubdu'd | Adopted by the Sun, in blaze of Day, 

A Parent's Care, and fond Inquietude ? They ripen under his prolific Ray; | 
While: far be flies, her ſcatter d Eggs are found Unmindful ſhe, that ſome unhappy Tread 
Without an Owner on the ſandy Ground; 
Cad out on Fortune, they at Mercy lie, bat time foe ſtimt along the Field with Speed, 
And borrow Life from an indulgent Shy ; | She ſcorns the Rider, and purſuing Steed. 


T H O' there are many Inſtances of this Bird's Stupidity ; yet two will be ſufficient: Firſt, it covers its 

Head in the Reeds, and thinks itſelf all out of Sight. Secondly, they that go in purſuit of them, 
draw the Skin of an O/trich's Neck on one Hand, which proves a ſufficient Lure to take them with the 
other. — They have ſo little Brains, that Heliogabulus had Six hundred Heads for his Supper. Here 
we may obſerve, that our judicious as well as ſublime Author juſt touches the great Points of Diſtinction 


in each Creature, and then haſtens to another. A Deſcription'is exact, when” you can neither add 


any Thing, but what is common to another Subject, nor withdraw any thing, but what is peculiar to 


the Subject deſerib'd. A oo is often loſt in too much Deſcription, as 'a Meaning in too much 
orſe and his Rider. — Zenophon ſays, Cyrus had Horſes that cou'd overs - 


Muftration. — She ſcorneth the 
take the Goat and the Wilad-Aſs, but none that cou'd reach the Oftrich. 
g f ; 15 4 | Dr . N oung. 


. 


®* The Hebrew Word for the Unicorn, or rather the Rhinoceros, 


Q | | Wl Ver. 


4 * 4+ a2 . 
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May cruſh her Young, in their neglected Bed ; 1 


nr 
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Ver. XIX. XX. XXI. XXII XXIII. XXIV. XXV. Ss, 


| Haft thou given the Horſe Strength ? Haſt thou cloathed his Neck with Thunder ? Canft thou 
* mate bim afraid as a Graſbopper ? The Glory of his Noſtrils is terrible. He eth in the 
ö  Valtey, and rejoicetb in bis Strength : He goeth on to meet the armed Men. He mocketh at 
Fear, and is not affrighted; neither turneth be back from the Sword. The Quiver rattleth 

againſt him, the glittering Spear and the Shield. He ſwalloweth the Ground with Fiercene 
and Rage, neither believeth. he that it is the Sound of the Trumpet. He ſaith among the 
Trumpets, Ha, Ha; and he ſmelleth the Battel afar off, the Thunder of the Captains and 

the Shouting. | 5 | | r | 


Pe Deſcription, under all the Diſadvantages of having been written in a Language little under- 
ſtood ; of being expreſt in Phraſes peculiar to a Part of the World, whoſe Manner of Thinking 
and Speaking ſeems to us very uncouth; and above all, appearing in a Proſe Tranſlation ; is never- 
theleſs ſo tranſcendently above the Heathen Deſcriptions, that hereby we may perceive, how faint and 
Languid the Images are which are formed by Mortal Authors, when compar'd with that which is figur'd, 
as it were, juſt as it appears in the Eye of the Creator. —In this Deſcription are all the great and 
rightly Images, that Thought can form of this generous Beaft, expreſt in fuch Force Vigour 
of Style, as wou'd have given the great Wits of Antiquity new Laws for the Sublime, had they been 
_ acquainted with theſe Writings. I cannot but particularly obſerve, that whereas the Claſſical Poets 
chi endeavour. to paint the outward F igure, Lineaments and Motions ; the Sacred Poet makes alt 
the Beauties to flow from an inward Principle in the Creature he defcribes ; and thereby gives Spirit 
and Vivacity to his Deſcription. The following Phraſes and Circumſtances feem ſingularly remarkable. 
Haſt thou cloathed his Neck with Thunder? Homer and Virgil! mention nothing about the Neck of the 
Horſe, but his Mane: The Sacred Author by the bold Figure of Thunder, not only expreſſes the Shaking 
of that remarkable Beauty in the Horſe, and the Flakes. of Hair which naturally ſuggeſt the Idea of 
Lightning; but likewiſe the violent Agitation and Force of the Neck, which in the Oriental Tongues 
had been flatly expreſt by a Metaphor leſs than this. — The Glory of his Noftrils is terrible, This is 
more ſtrong and conciſe than that of Virgil, which yet is the nobleſt Line that was ever written with- 

out Inſpiration. i | | . 


1 LS ColleAumgue premens volvit ſub naribus ignem. 
We Vs | Georg, III. L. 85. 
. | and ſnorting curbs ; 
| The Smoke and Fire which in his Neſtrils roll. 


— 


Trap. 


He rejoiceth in his Strength, — He mocſeth at Fear, — neither believeth he that it is the Sound of the 
Trumpet. — He faith among the Trumpets, Ha, Ha; are Signs of Courage, as I ſaid before, flowing 
from an inward Principle. There is a peculiar Beauty in his not believing it ts the Sound of the Trum- 
pet. That is, he cannot believe it for Joy; but when he is ſure of it, and is among the rumpets, be 
faith, Ha, Ha; he neighs, he rejoices. — His Docility is elegantly painted in his being unmoy'd at the 
ratling Quiver, the glittering Spear, and the Shield, — He fwalloweth the Ground — is an Expreſſion for 

_ prodigious Swiftneſs, in uſe among the Arabians, Job's Countrymen, at this Day. It is indeed the 
boldeſt and nobleſt Image for Swiſtneſs; nor have I met with any thing that comes nearer to it than the 
following Lines in Mr. Pope's Windſor Foreſt. e 


The impatient Courſer pants in every Vein, | Hills, Vale and Floods appear already croſt, 
= Hind pawing, ſeems to beat the diſtant Plain; And e er he flarts a thouſand Steps are loft. 
| 12 Guardian, No. 86, 


That 


 #F/ith Os 


652 The wanton Courſer thus, with Reins unbound, 
Breaks from his Stall, andbeats the trembling Ground ; 
Pamper'd and . he ſeeks the wanted Tides, 
Aud laves, in height of Blood, his fhining Sides; 


* . ; 
Dryd. 743 Freed from his = thus, with broken Reins, 
: | e wanton Courſer prances o'er the Plains; 
Or in the Pride of Youth o erlays the Mounds, 
And ſnuff: the Females in forbidden Grounds : 
Or ſeeks his wat'ring in the well-known Flood, 


To quench his Thirſt, and cool his fiery Blood : | 


The foregoi , properly 
and may be juſtly term'd 
eſpecially as *tis tranſlated. 


Dryd. 130 The | fiery Courſer, when he hears from far | 
The Jprighty Trumpets, and the Shouts of War ; 
Pricks up bis Ears,and trembling wwith Delight, 


Shifts Pace and paws ; and hopes the promit'd 


ca Fight : , 
On his right Shoulder his thick Mane reclin'd, 


SBRVATIONS: 


That the Reader may the better judge of the Juſtnek of the foregoing 
- lebrated Deſcriptions of a Horſe from Homer and Virgil, to which 


a 
Remarks, I ſtall produce the 
F a 4 ſhall beg leave to add one from 
Shakeſpeare, which I think in many Places ſeems to be copied from both. | 


ow. 


His Head now freed, he 52 to the Shies; 

His Mane diſhevell d oer his Shoulder flies ; 

He ſnuff: the Females in the diflant Plain, 

And ſprings exulting, to his Fields again. 

; Homer, Iliad VI. Line 506. 


He ſwims luxuriant in the liquid Plain, 

And ver his Shoulders flows his waving Mane ; 

He neighs, he ſnorts, he bears his Head on high; 
Before his ample Cheſt the frothy Waters fly. 


| Eneid, Lib. XI. ver. 492. 


ſpeaking, is no more than a Simile ; whereas that in the Georgie is much fuller, 
a Deſcription that bears ſome. faint Reſemblance to that in Holy Writ, 


His horny Hoofs are jetty, black; and round ; 

His Chine is double; farting, with a Bound 

He turns the Turf, and ſhakes the ſolid Ground. 

Fire from his Eyes, Clouds from his Noftrils flow : 
He bears his Rider headlong on the Foe. 


Ruffles at Speed, and dances in the Wind. 


— — 


Virgil, Georg. Lib. III. 83. 
| * ” * 


But, lo! from forth a Copſe that neighbours by, 

4 . ny Lufly, Young and Proud, 
Adonis trampling Courſer doth eſpy. 

Aud forth ſhe ruſhes, ſnorts, and neighs aloud : 

The ftrong-neck'd Steed, being ty'd unto a Tree, 
Breaketh his Rein, and to ber flraight goes he. 


| Imperi he leaps, he neighs, he bounds, © 
And _ his wowen Girts * breaks aſunder; | 
The bearing Earth with his hard Hoof he wounds, 
Whoſe hollow Womb reſounds like Heavens Thunder: 
The Iron Bit he cruſhes "tween his Teeth, 
Controuling what he was controlled with, 


Hi: Ears up-prick'd, his braided hanging Mane 
4 his compaſi d Creſt now flands an end: 
is Noftrils drink the Air, and forth again, 


| His Eye, which ſcornfully glitters like Fire, 
Sbeus his hot Courage, and his high Defire. - 


Sometimes he trats, as if he told the Steps, 
| With gentle Majefly, and modeſt Pride; 

Anon he rears upright, curvets and leaps, 5 
| 4s who Hon ſay, to! thus my Strength is try'd: 
| And thus I do to captivate the By nl 
Of the fair Breeder that is tanding by. 


What recketh he his Rider's angry Stir, 

| His fat ring Holla, or his Stand; 1 ſay, 
What cares he now for Curb, or pricking Spur f 
For rich Capariſons, or Trappings gay ? 

He ſees his Lowe, and nothing te he fees ; 

| For nothing elſe with his proud Sight agrees. 


As from a Furnace, Vapours doth be lend: 


Shakeſpeare's Venus and Adonis, 


The Difference between theſe ray ef and the inſpired Penman's being ſo evident, it wou'd be 


taking up the Reader's Time unneceffarily to attempt to diſplay it further; 
marks therefore with Dr. Young's Paraphraſe on the Text. 


Survey the Warlike Horſe! Didft thou inveft 
With Thunder his robuſt, diſtended Cheſt ? 
No Senſe of Fear bis dauntleſi Soul allays ; 
"Tirdreadful to behold his Noſtrils Blaze ; 

To pace the Vale be ou takes Delight, 
And triumphs in the Fulneſs of his Might ; 


ſhall conclude theſe Re- 


High-rais'd, he ſauffs the Battle from afar, 

And burns to plunge amid the raging War ; 

| And mocks at Death, and throws his Foam around, 
And in a Storm of Fury ſhakes the Ground; 


How does his firm, his rifing Heart advance 


| Full on the brandiſt'd 


Sword, and ſpaken Lance, 
Q 2 g . 
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While his f Eye-balls meet the daxling Shield, | Nor feels the Shaft that tremblet in his Side ; 


Gaze, and return the Lightning of the Field? But neighs to the forill 7 ts dreadful Blaſt, 
He finds the Senſe of Pain in generous Pride, Till Bioorh, aud when bo —.— GE 2 — 2% 


9 er. XMYL | | 
Doth the Hawk fie by thy Wiſdom, and ftretch her Wings towards the South ? 


Who taught the Hawk to find, in Seaſons wiſe, i Shoots to the South, nor Hart the Storm behind: 

* and a Change of Skies ? The Sun returning, ſhe returns again, 

When Clouds deform the Year, ſhe mounts the Wind, Lives in his Beams, and leaves ill Days to Men, 
2 | N # Dr. Young. 


Ver. XXVIL XXVIIL XXIX. XXX. 


" Doth the Eagle mount up at thy Command, and make ber Neſt on high? She dwelleth, and abideth 
on the Rock, upon the Crag of the Rock, and the ſtrong Place. From thence ſhe ſeeketh 
the Prey, and ber Eyes behold afar off. Her young ones alſo ſuck up Blood, and where the 
Slain are, there is ſbe. | 4 | 


Tho) Kelek the Hawk, tho' practis d well to fly, | Where far above 7 World ſbe dwells alone, 
An Eagle drops her in a lower Sky; | And proudly makes the Strength of Rocks her own ? 
As Eagle, when deſerting human Light, Thence wide o'er Nature takes her dread Survey, 
She ſeeks the Sun in her unwearied Flight : And with a Glance predeſtinates her Prey; 
Did thy command her yellow Pinion lift She feaſts ber Young with Blood, and how'ring o'er 
So high in Air, and ſeat her on the Clift, | Th" unſlaughter'd Hoſt, enjoys the promis'd Gore. 
4 | | Dr. Young. 
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C HAP. XI. 


Notwithſtanding God, in the two preceding Chapters, invited Job to ſpeak in his own Behalf, i 
be had any Plea to offer, yet he modeſtly obſerves the ſtricteſt Silence; and is the more humble 

and ſenfible of bis own Weakneſs, as God was pleas'd to declare, that Elihu had juſt Grounds 

to reprove him for his Murmurs and Complaints, (which might be deem'd by many as an Ac- 

tcuſation of God's Over-ruling Providence) and for maintaining with ſo much Warmth his 

own Uprightneſs and Integrity, in the long Controverſy with his Friends. To this be adds, 

by way of farther Reproof, that be was not ſufficiently ſenſible of the infinite Diſtance and 

Inequality which there was between him and the Fudge to whom be appeal d; and tells him 

withal, that a more humble Acquieſcence in the Diſpenſations of Providence, would have been 

more decent and reſpeftful to the Divine Majeſty. This infinite Diſproportion is moſt beauti- 

fully illuſtrated, by an accurate Deſcription of the Strength of the Behemoth, otherwiſe call d 

the River-Horſe, à Sea-Monſter of the Nile. A 

OD Almighty, after a ſhort Pauſe, to give Job an rtunity of making a Reply, 

if he ke Kher, thus continued his Bisou r e 

« Why art thou ſilent? Hath not the Lord brought Arguments ſufficient to convince 

« thee of thy Ignorance and Weakneſs? Let the Man, however, who is diſpos'd to 

« contend with his Maker, in regard to his Proyidential Care over all his Creatures, firſt 


give 
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« give a ſatisfactory Anſwer to the ies, which I have before propos'd.“ 
Then Job, who had obſerv'd a profound Silence for a long Time, with the utmoſt Hu- 
mility, return'd the following Anſwer. | 4 
« Behold ! By thy heav'nly Light, I am convinc'd, that I am a miſerable, wretched 
Creature; that I am altogether unworthy of being admitted into thy awful Preſence. I 
« am ſo confounded and 'amaz'd, that I know not how to withſtand the Force of thy 
& reſiſtleſs Arguments, or to anſwer one ſingle Queſtion which thou haſt propos d: And 
<« for that Reaſon, I am determin'd from henceforth to hold my Peace. I am conſcious to 
« myſelf, that the Words, which I have utter'd already, tho' but few, are too many, and 
* too evidently ſhew, that I have been guilty of the higheſt Preſumption : I will there- 
4 fore proſtrate myſelf before thee, and revere thy Goodneſs, but never murmur or com- 
<* plain, as I have done, any more.“ $: Fatt | 
Then the Divine Majeſty, from the Cloud which conceal'd his Glory, ſpake again to his 
Servant Jeb in the following Terms. | | e 8 
« What! haſt thou, who waſt ſo very deſirous. to plead the Juſtice of thy Cauſe with 
« me; haſt thou, who didſt boaſt ſo much of thy Uprightneſs and Integrity; haſt thou, 1 
& ſay, loſt at once all thy Confidence and Courage? Gird up thy Loins, Man; recover 
« thy 7 ½„ and prepare thyſelf to reſolve the Queſtions which I ſhall now propoſe 
<< to thee. | 
« Foraſmuch as I have ever vouchſaf d to extend my Providential Care to the v 
<« loweſt, and moſt deſpicable Part of my Creatures, canſt Thou with any Reaſon ſufj 
* my Concern and Regard for Mankind, who are the more noble Part of my Creation? 
«© What! canſt thou not, Fob, juſtify thy own Innocence, without e thy Maker? 
« Muſt I be reproach'd, in order to clear thy Reputation? And muſt I be cenſur'd, to prove 
e thee guiltleſs ? Is there any Proportion between thy Power and Mine? Canſt thou ſpeak 
« with a Voice like Me, or imitate the awful Thunder? Canſt thou ſend the Lightnings 
te on thy Errands, or will the Meteors ever liſten to thy Commands? Raiſe thyſelf up; 
« put on thy dazzling Crown, and array thee with Majeſty and Glory; let us behold thee 
C ſeated on thy Throne in all the Pomp and Majeſty thou canſt deviſe ; call thy Guards 
« around thee, and let humble Princes wait thy Pleaſure, that thou mayſt attract the Eyes 
« of all Mankind upon thee, and excite their Awe ; then exert thy Wrath and Indigna- 
ce tion; then make thy Adverſaries tremble at thy Sight; frown in Diſpleaſure on the 
% haughty and imperious; and make them hang their Heads with Shame and -Confuſion : 
Let every proud Oppreſſor tremble at thy Looks, and throw himſelf proſtrate at thy very 
„Feet: With thy fierce Rage cruſh the Race of the Wicked, wherever thou meeteſt with 
e them; throw them all without Diſtinction into one general Grave, that the World may 
e be burthen'd with them no more; cover the Faces of thoſe with perpetual Shame, who 
<« behave in an inſolent Manner, and over-look their Neighbours. When I ſee thee, Job, 
e capable of doing ſuch great Things as theſe ; then will I readily acknowledge thee to be 
“ independent, and to want no manner of Aid or Aſſiſtance. | 
c Tf thou art not, however, as yet ſufficiently humbled; if thou art not as yet fully 
« convinc'd of thy Weakneſs, think for a little while on thy Fellow-Creature, the. Be- 
« bemoth, which I have made in a Country not far diſtant from thee, and which 
e makes the Nile in Egypt the peculiar Place of his Abode; contemplate on the pro- 
„ digious Strength, not only of his Loins, but of the Navel of his Belly, where all 
44 other Animals are generally weakeſt and moſt tender. His wide extended Tail moves 
12205 | * like 
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“ like a Mountain; the Sinews of his Thighs are knit fo faſt together, that they are bound 
*© like complicated Cords. His Bones are as firm as Braſs, or as Bars of Iron, that are 
* duly temper'd in the Fire. Among all the wonderful Works of God he is Chief, and an 
inconteſtable Inſtance of his Omnipotence: He that made him has arm'd his Jaws with 
<* ſuch deſtructive Fangs, that no mortal Creature durſt approach him; he only that made him 
© has Power to controul him. In the Night he grazes upon the Hills; (where he is abſolute 
Lord and Maſter) amongſt the Beaſts of the Field, who play in thoſe verdant Paſtures. 
In the Day-time however, he repoſes himſelf in ſome retired Shade, under the Shelter of 
* the tall Reeds in the Marſhes. The Trees cover him with their Shadow z he is ſur- 
** rounded with Willows and Oziers, which grow in Profuſion on the Banks of the River. 
„ Behold, he drinketh a River at a Draught! When he enters Jordan, the Waters thereof 
“ ſwell as high as Mountains, and he ſwallows down, as it were, with his wiſhful Eyes, the 
% Billows that ſurround him. What Mortal is fo hardy as to approach within his Reach? 
* Or who dares to encounter him in a fair and open Combat? Where is the Man, who 
vill preſume to faſten a Hook in his Noſe in hopes to ſecure him? 


\ 


Miſcellaneous Notes on Cuay. XL. 


Ver. IX. X. XI. XII. XII. 


Haſt thou an Arm like God ? Or canſt thou thunder with a Voice lite bim? Deck thyſelf now 
cih Majeſty and Excellency, and array thyſelf with Glory and Beauty. Caſt abroad the Rage 
. of thy Wrath; and bebold every one that is proud, and abaſe him. Look on every one that is 
Proud, and bring him Lom: And tread down the Wicked in their Place. Hide them in the 
Duſt together, and bind their Faces in ſecret. | | 


PHE foregoing Verſes require no long Comment for their Explication. They may, I conceive, 
4 with Propriety be term'd a Deſcription of the Deity ; and the inſpired Penman has expreſſed him- 
ſelf with great Pomp and Sublimity, tho? at the ſame Time with that Brevity which is one of the 
- moſt diſtinguiſhing CharaReriſticks of a great Genius. Prophane Authors, in their Deſcriptions of the 
Deity, not only aſcribe to him ſuch Paſſions as are peculiar to the human Species, but oftentimes 
repreſent him as frequently - guilty of the moſt enormous Vices. — Thus the Jupiter of the Antients 
was often ſuppos d to be fo tranſported with the reſiſtleſs Charms of their then reigning Beauties, 
that, Proteus like, he would transform himſelf into a Variety of the moſt agreeable Forms, in hopes to 
allure them to his wanton Embraces ; and, in ſhort, they fill'd the Heavens with ſuch a Set of profligate 
and abandon'd Inhabitants, as were a Scandal to the Place, and fit Companions only for infernal Spirits, — 
Our Milton, in his Paradiſe Loft, has. ſet the Gods of the Heathens in their true Light, by giving them 
their proper Place in his Catalogue of fallen Angels ; ſee Book I. — Such monſtrous Repreſentations as are 
abovemention'd had, doubtleſs, a very fatal Influence on the Morals of Mankind; and that Licentiouſ- 
neſs which they produc'd at laſt overthrew the nobleſt Nations in the World: — The Sacred Scriptures 
therefore are full of Paſſages tending to remove ſuch unworthy and pernicious Notions of the Deity.—They 
repreſent him as happy in the Enjoyment of his own incomprehenſible Perfections; — as exerting his 
Almighty Power in the Government of the Univerſe, 3 ſuch Laws as proclaim aloud his Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, — What can be more worthy of the true God, than to behold every one that is proud, 
and to abaſe him, to bring him low, to tread down the wicked, and to hide them in the Duſt together Such 
Repreſentations as theſe enlarge our Ideas, and have a natural Tendency to create in us an awful 
Regard for, and a becoming Dread of offending him, who is of purer Eyes than to behold the leaſt Ini- 
quity. — Such of my Readers as are converſant in the Writings of the moſt approv'd Antient and Mo- 
dern Poets, will readily acknowledge the infinite Diſtance that there is between their Deſcriptions of the 


Supreme 
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Supreme Being, of Heaven, and its bleſſed Inhabitants, and thoſe of the inſpired Penmen. As I have 
introduc'd ſo many poetical Extracts in the laſt Chapter, I ſhall purpoſely avoid all other Citations in 
this, but Dr. Young's Paraphraſe upon the Text. The Almighty there addreſſes himſelf to Fob in 
the following Terms: | | 


Can that Arm meaſure with an Arm divine ? | And be the Grandeur of thy Pow'r diſplay'd: 
Aud canſt thou thunder with a Voice like mine | Put on Omnipotence, and frowning make 
Or in the Hollow of thy Hand contain The ſpacious Round of the Creation ale: 
The Bulk of Waters, the wide ſpreading Main, Diſpatch thy Vengeance, bid it wert- 

- When mad with Tempeſts all the Billews riſe | Triumphant Vice, lay lofty Tyrants leo, 
in all their Rage, and daſo the 2 Skies? And crumble them to Df 
— Come forth, in Beauty's Excellence array d, 


Ver. XV. XVI. XVII. XVII. XIX. XX. XXI. XXI. XXII XXIV. 


Behold now Behemoth, which I made with thee, he eateth Graſs as an On. Lo now, bis 
Strength is in bis Loyns, and his Force is in the Navel of his Belly. He moveth bis Tail 
like a Cedar: The Sinews of his Stones are wrapt together. His Bones are as ſtrong Pieces 
of Braſs, bis Bones are like Bars of Iron. He is the Chief of the Ways of Cod: He that 
made him, can make his Sword to approach unto him. Surely the Mountains Bring bim forth 
Food, where all the Beaſts of the Field play. He lieth under the ſhady Trees, in the Covert 
of the Reeds and Fens.\ The ſhady Trees cover bim with their Shadow : The Willows of the 
Brook compaſs bim about. Behold be drinketh up a River, and hafteth not: He trufteth 
that he can draw up Jordan into his Mouth. He taketh it with his Eyes: His Noſe pierceth- 
through Snares. J ; | | 


HE latter Part of this Deſcription is evidently an Hyperbole, and it ſeems ſurpriſing to me that 

any Commentators ſhou'd ftrain ſo hard as ſome have done for a new Conſtruction of it. Now 
an Hyperbole, literally ſpeaking, is an Impoſſibility; it is the Importance therefore of the Subject, that 
juſtifies the Uſe of that Rhetorical Figure. — Thus, for inſtance, St. John having wrote an Account of 
the Life, Sufferings and Death of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, in order to give the Reader an Idea 
of the Importance of a Life ſo full of meritorious Actions, makes Uſe of the following Hyperbole; — 
There are alſo (ſays he) many other Things which Jeſus did, the which if they ſhould be written every one, 
T ſuppoſe that even the Warld itſelf could not contain the Books that ſhould be written, Fs 


Mild is my Behemoth; tho" large his Frame, | Give the wide Foreſt, and the Mountain Law ; 
Smooth is his Temper, and repreft his Flame, The Mountains feed bim; there the Beaſts admire 
While unprovok'd: This Native of the Flood The mighty Stranger, and in Dread retire. 

Lifts his . Foot, and puts aſbore for Food ; At length his Greatneſs nearer they ſurvey, 

Earth finks beneath him as he moves 2 * Graxe in his Shadow, and his Eye obey. 

To ſeek the Herds, and mingle with the Throng. The Fens and Marſhes are his cool Retreat, 

See, with what Strength his hardn'd Loins are bound, His noon-tide Shelter from the burning Heat; 

All over Proof, and ſhut againſt a Wound! Their ſedgy Boſoms his wide Couch are made, 

How like a mountain-Cedar moves his Tail ! And Groves of Willows give him all their Shade : 
Nor can his complicated Sinews fail: His Eye drinks Jordan up, when fir d with Drought, 
Built high and wide, his ſelid Bones ſurpaſs He trufts to turn its Current down his Throat; 

The Bars 'of Steel, his Ribs are Ribs of Braſs; | In lefſen'd Wawes it creeps along the Plain, 

His Port majeſflick, and his armed Jaw, He finks @ River, and he thirſts again. Dr. Young. 


* Behemoth is a Word of Egyptian Termination, ſignifying, not the Elephant, which ſeldom lies down, and never 
among Reeds, as this doth (ſee ver. 21. of this Chapter) but a Creature in that Country call'd by the Greek Writers 
Hippotamos, that is, the River-Hor/e ; for it appears by the Second Book of Eſdras, Chap. vi. ver. 49. that the 
Hebrews reckon Behemoth, not among the Land-Animals, but among thoſe belonging to the Water, which were 
created on the Fifth Day. And there are none, that we know, of that Sort, to whom the Characters here men- 
| tion'd belong, but the Creature here particularly named. Dr. Patrick. Th 


* 
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The River-Herſe, is an amphibious Animal, well known to the Antients, but which the preſent 
Egyptians are very little acquainted with. It ſeems to be a Native of Ethiopia, in the upper Parts of 
the Vile, and ſeldom comes down into Egypt; but M. Thevenot tells us, he ſaw one of theſe Animals 
which was taken at Girge, the Capital of upper Egypt, in the Year 1658, and afterwards brought to 
Cairo. It was about the Bigneſs of a Camel, of a tawny Colour, the Hinder-part made like an Ox, 
and the Head like a Horſe. Its Eyes and Ears were ſmall, but it had great open Noſtrils, thick large 
Feet, almoſt round, and four Claws on each; the Tail was like an Elephant's, and it had no more 
Hair upon its Body than there is upon that Creature. In the lower Jaw, it had four great Teeth, fix 
Inches long, two of them crooked, the other ſtraight, but ſtanding out forwards, and all of them as 
thick as the Horns of an Ox. It was dead when it was ſhewn at Carro, _ been ſhot by ſome - 
Fanizaries, as it was grazing near the River. Theſe Monſters are very rare, eſpecially in the middle 


and lower Parts of Egypt; no ſuch Animal having been ſeen there for many Years before. The An- 
tients, as well as the Moderns, affirm, that this Beaſt, when he is out of Order, has a Method of Bleed- 
ing himſelf in the Leg with a ſharp pointed Reed; but how ſuch an Obſervation cou'd ever be made, 


Thompſon's Travels, vol. III. p. 316. 


is ſomewhat difficult to conceive. 
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As in the laſt Chapter we had a particular Account of the Hippotamos, or River-Horſe; 10 
bis contains an accurate Deſcription of the Leviathan, which ſome imagine to be the Whale, 
but without any juſt Grounds , for, notwithſtanding that Fiſh may bear ſome Affinity to This, 
' ». and is indeed of a much larger Bulk, yet it has not ſuch Scales. as the Leviathan, neither is 
it impenetrable, nor does it ever creep upon the Earth as this is aſſerted to do: For which 
' « Reaſon, the Sea-Monſter here ſpoken of muſt be the Crocodile, another huge and unweildy In- 
babitant of tbe River Nile, with which the whole Deſcription comports in every Particular. 
There are ſome of theſe Creatures, indeed, but twenty Feet in Length, but others forty, and 
in ſome Places, our Natural Hiſtorians aſſure us, their Length has extended to an hundred Feet 
and upwards. *Tis to This therefore in particular, without mentioning any other, that God 
ſends Job, in order to humble him ſtill farther, and to ſhew him his Weakneſs as well as Pre- 
ſumption, in attempting lo contend with the Almighty. This is the ſole Leſſon of Inſtruction 
which is intended to reſult from the following Chapter. | 


8 Ontemplate once more, Job, on another Inhabitant of the River Nile, as fierce and 
"8 | a cr as the former, and therein behold the wonderful Power of the Almighty, 
„ and acknowledge thy own Weakneſs. Canſt thou, by angling in the Nile ever fo long, 
e think to catch the Leviathan, as thou doſt a great Variety of other Fiſhes ? Canſt thou 
ever expect to draw him out of the Waters by any Bait, however artfully contriv'd ! Canſt 
e thou ſtrike the bearded Iron thro* his Jaws, or draw, with the ſtrongeſt Cord that can 
< be made, the flouncing Captive upon the flaggy Bank? Will he, doſt thou imagine, 
& like Men overwhelm'd with Misfortunes, make his humble Addreſſes to thee for the Re- 
&« ſtoration of his Freedom? Will he ſpeak to thee in the ſofteſt, tendereſt Terms, to in- 
& quce thee to commiſerate his deplorable Condition? Will he make, thinkeſt thou, any 
„ ſolemn Contract with thee, never to injure or offend thee ? Wilt thou take him to be 
« thy menial Servant or Slave for Life? Wilt thou venture to play with him, as thou 
<« wouldſt with a harmleſs Bird? Or wilt thou tie a String about his Leg, to ſecure 2000 

b . : | cc rom 
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te from making his Eſcape, and keep him for the innocent Amuſement of thy little Daughj - 
e ters ? Shall the Fiſhermen make a Feſtival for Joy that they have taken fo rich a Booty? 
« Shall each of them take their Dividend, and diſpoſe of it at Market to the beſt Purcha- 
« ſer? Is there a Dart yet made, that is ſharp enough to pierce: his ſcaly Armour? Or 
« where is the Fiſh-ſpear that is capable of wounding his Head? Go, and lay thine Hand 
« upon him, if thou haſt Courage enough to make the Experiment; but if thou ſhouldiſt 
“ chance to eſcape with Life, thou wilt never attempt to make a ſecond Trial. Behold, 
% he who imagines himſelf capable of taking him by any Stratagem whatſoever, wilſbe ſore- 
« ly diſappointed ; for the very Sight of him will make him ready to ſink into the Earth 
« with F ear. Suppoſe he ſhould lie aſleep on the Shore, where is the Man who will ven- 
ture to diſturb him? | | | 3 
* Whois He then that ſhall preſume to enter into the Liſts with Me ? If only One of my 
&« Creatures be ſo fierce. and untractable, think how dangerous a Thing it is to provoke Oba 
« Me to anger. Who is the Man to whom I am accountable for any Thing? Say, by 
„ what Means am I, who am the Lord of the whole Univerſe, laid under the leaſt Obligation ö 
e to Thee, or the moſt potent Monarch breathing ? If therefore, the moſt intrepid Hero | 
% durſt not encounter this ſingle Work of my Hands, what Inſolence, what Preſumption 
“is it for any one to contend with Me? b A 
But let us purſue the Deſcription of this laſt mention'd Creature of mine; let us ex- 
amine his ſtupendous Frame throughout. We will not omit the Mention of à ſingle *. 
Member, but explore every Part diſtinctly, and then expatiate on his prodigious Strength, + *_ 
< In the firſt Place then, let us take an accurate Survey of his Skin, which is ſo wonderfully * * 
& fortified with impenetrable Scales. Who has ever depriv'd him of that upper Garment ? * 
Or who dare approach the Breath of his Noſtrils? Where is the Man fo hardy, as to open 
&« his capacious Jaws? Who dare venture to look into his Mouth, in which there are ſuch © 
long Rows of the moſt formidable Teeth ? The Scales upon his Back are like ſo man 
<« ſtrong Plates of Iron, which I have furniſh'd him with to ſecure him from the rude 
Attacks. Each of them is ſhut up, and compacted together, as cloſe, as if they were 
« ſeal'd. They are knit, in ſnort, fo faſt, that the Air itſelf, which influences almoſt every 
« Thing elſe, can have no Admiſſion. They are ſo ſtrictly united, they are link'd together 
« ſo cloſe, that all the Art of Man can never accompliſh the leaſt Separation. Whenever 
« he ſneezes, a Flaſh, like Lightning, flies from his Noſtrils, and whenever he riſes from 
<« the Water to baſk himſelf in the Sun upon the Shore, his Eyes ſparkle, and are as bright 
« as the Saffron Eye-lids of the Morning. The Breath, or Steam that iſſues from his hol- 
« low Throat is as hot, as if it came from a Forge, or a boiling Cauldron; and tho“ he 
e be but juſt come out of the Water, ſufficient to kindle Coals; and impetuous Sparks fly 
« out of his Mouth. His Neck, tho' not formidably long indeed, is the very Seat of 
&« Strength: Amazement, Sorrow and Fear, which are his conſtant Attendants, march in 
« hideous Pomp before him ; and ſeize on every Traveller that paſſes by : The Muſcles of 
ce his hard Fleſh are wound up ſo faſt together, that it is almoſt impoſſible for the Art, or 
« Force of Man to part them. His Heart is as hard and unrelenting as a Pillar of Marble. 
« As he never expreſt the leaſt Fear or Terror of. any living Creature; ſo he never liſten d 
<« to their Cries with the leaſt Tenderneſs or Compaſſion. He is deaf to all their Tears and 
<« Entreaties, and if they repeat their Prayers ever ſo often, they recoil on his Heart, as 
« the Hammer on the Anvil: But if he rowzes himſelf out of the Waters to refreſh him- 
« {elf on the Margin of the River, the moſt undaunted Hearts are ſtruck with a Pannick, 
by 95 R * and 
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** and dread his Preſence ; they are thrown into ſuch a Conſternation, that they ſcarce know 

" ** which way, to take, in order to eſcape the Sight of him. Tho? they are arm'd with 
erer ſo many warlike Weapons, they will prove of no Service to them, if they attack 
e him; for the keeneſt Sword, the Spear, the Dart or the Javelin, will fly to 
pieces, whenever they are ſtruck upon his Back : All the Axes and other Inſtruments, in 

+ ſhort, that the deſtructive Wit of Man can poſſibly deviſe, are equally uſeleſs; and as little 

s regarded by him, as a Spear made of a Bulruſh, or of a Piece of rotten Wood; for his Scales 
V are impenetrable; and nothing can make an Impreſſion on his hardned Skin. A Shower of 
b ©. bearded Arrows, ſhot from the ſtrongeſt Bows, can neither daunt his Courage, nor make him 
* fly: The heavieſt Stones, that are artfully lung at him with the utmoſt Force, are to him 

* contemptible Weapons: The moſt maſly Clubs are by him look*d upon as meer Chaff, and 

< he counts every Thruſt at him with a Lance, as a Lance made of Stubble. For the ſharpeſt 

* Weapons recoil from his Back, and break into Shivers amidſt the Soil where he lies. When 

% he plunges to the Bottom of the River, and there rolls from Side to Side, the Waters are 

„ fo troubled and tempeſtuous, and his Motion beats the Oazy Mud to that Degree, that 
„they incorporate with the Flood; and the thick fermenting Stream appears to be one vaſt 

«© Pot of boiling Ointment. Whenever he ſwims along the Deep, he makes ſuch Furrows 

© in it, and leaves a Tra& behind him ſo overſpread with Froth and Foam, that one 

* would imagine the River to be grown old, and his Head to be cover'd with grey Hairs. 

© There is not ſuch another Creature to be met with in the Face of the whole Earth; and 

<<. notwithſtanding he only creeps, when he is on the Sea-Shore, he is ſo wonderfully made, 

c that no Vehicle, however weighty, drove over him, could cruſh him in the leaſt, or create 

e him the leaſt Uneaſineſs: And notwithſtanding his Legs are ſo ſhort, he looks down 
e with Contempt on the talleſt Beaſts, and reigns ſole Monarch of the Valleys. The 

« Oxen and the Camels dread his Preſence ; for he can tear them to pieces at his Pleaſure.” 


4.5 


Miſcellaneous Notes on CH ay. — 


O Everal of the Creatures, deſcrib'd in this, and the foregoing Chapters, are Egyptian; the two laſt 
are notoriouſly ſo ; they are the River- Horſe and the Crocodile, thoſe celebrated Inhabitants of the 
Mie; and on theſe two it is that our Author chiefly dwells. It wou'd have been expected from an 
_ Hiſtorian, more remote from that River than Moſes, in a Catalogue of Creatures produc'd to magnify 
their Creator, to have dwelt on the two largeſt Works of his Hand, namely the Elephant, and the 
Whale. This is ſo natural an Expectation, that ſome Commentators have render'd Behemoth and Levia- 
than, the Elephant and Whale, tho* the Deſcriptions in our Author will not admit of it; but Moſes 
living among the Egyptians, who were, as we may well ſuppoſe, under an immediate Terror of the 
Hippotames and Crocodile, from their daily Miſchiefs and 75 * it is very accountable why he ſhould 
permit them to take Place. Dr. Young. 


i Ver. I. F 
. . out Leviathan with an Hook ? Or bis Tongue with a Cord which thou letteſt down ? 


PHE taking the Crocadile is a difficult Taſk, Djoderus ſays he is not to be taken but by Iron 
| Nets. | 1 55 


Ver. 


** | * 


* 5 ® + % : = * \ a 
q Vi Onsnnavartions m 123 
Ver. X. 


None is ſo fierce that dare tir bim up. 


HIS alludes to a Cuſtom of this Creature, which is this; when he is ſated with Fiſh, he comes | 
L - a-ſhore, and ſleeps among the Reeds. 1 | 


Who can open the Doors of his Face? 3 | Ry | 
W HEN the Crocodile gapes, ſays Pliny, he appears all Mouth. 


Ver . XVIII. AY | 2 
By his Neezings a Light doth ſhine. | 


T HIS is nearer Truth than may at firſt be imagin'd. The Crocodile, ſay the Naturaliſts, lying lon 
under Water, and being there forc'd to hold its Breath when it emerges ; the Breath long repre 
is hot, and burſts out ſo violently, that it reſembles Fire and Smoke. The Horſe repreſſes not his Breath, 
by any Means ſo long, neither is he ſo fierce and animated; yet the moſt correct of Poets ventures 
to uſe the ſame Metaphor concerning him. 


2 * 


Virgil. N 


— 


Collectumgue premens wolvit ſub naribus ignem. 


| | and faortiag, curbs 
a The Smoke and Fire which in his Neſtrili roll. 


Trap. 


By this Note I wou'd caution againſt a falſe Opinion of the Eaſtern Boldneſs, from Paſſages in them 
ill underſtood, | Dr. Young. | 


* 


„ 
His Eyes are lite the Eye-lids of the Morning. 


* 


I Think this gives us as great an Image of the Thing it wou'd expreſs, as can enter the Thought of 
Man. It is not improbable, that the Egyptians ſtole their Hieroglyphick for the Morni which” 

is the Crocodile's Eye, from this Paſſage 3 tho“ no Commentator, I have ſeen, mentions i. 4 is eaſy . 
to conceive, how the Egyptians ſhould be both Readers, and Admirers of the Writings of Maſes —  #® 
To this Remark of Dr. Young's, I ſhall beg leave to add his Paraphraſe on the Text, and a Deſcription 

of the Crocodile from a Book of Travels lately publiſh'd under the Name of Thompſon. Fe 


Go to the Nile, and from its fruitful Side Thro' his firm Skull what Steel its Way Fore ain? 


Go forth thy Line into the fevelling Tide ; 

ith flender Hair Leviathan command, 

And firetch his Vaſtneſs on the loaded Strand: 

Will be become thy Servant ? Will he own 

Thy lordly Nod, and tremble at thy Frown ? 

Or with his Sport r thy leiſure Day, 

And bound in Silk, with thy foft Maidens play? 
Shall pompous Banquets ſcuell with ſuch a Prize, 

And the Bowl journey round his ample Size ? 

Or the debating Merchants ſhare the Prey, 

And various Limbs to various Marts convey ? 


What forceful Engine can ſubdue his Shin ? F 
| Fly far, and live; tempt not his matchle Might ; 
The braveſt ſhrink ta Cowards in his Sightz © 
The raſbeſt dare not rouſe him up: Who then 
Shall turn on Me, among the Sons of Men ? 

Am 1 a Debtor ? Haſt thou ever heard 
Whence come the Gifts which are on Me conferr'd? 
My laviſh Fruit a thouſand allies fills, 

And mine the Herds, that graze a thouſand Hill: ; 
| Earth, Sea, and Air, all Nature is my own, 


| And Stars and Sun are Duft beneath my Throne ; 
R 2 And 


S* 


% 
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And dar” ft thou with the World's great Father wye, 
e . doſt tremble at my Creatures Eye ? 1 . 
At full my huge Leviathan hall riſe, 
Boaſt all his Strength, and ſpread his wondrous Size. 
ho, great in Arms, e er fiript bis ſhining Mail, 
Or crown'd his Triumph with a fingle Scale ? 
Whoſe Heart ſuſtains him ta draw near ? Behold 
Deftrufion yawns ! His ſpacious Faws unfold ! 
And, marſhall d round the wide Expanſe, diſcloſe 
Teeth, edg'd with Death, and crowding' Rows on Rows; 
What hideous Fangs on either Side ariſe, 
And what a deep Abyſs between them lies? © 
Mete with thy Lance, and with thy Plummet ſound, 
The one how long, the other how profound! © 

His Bulk is charg'd with 2 a furious Soul, 
Thick Clouds of Smoke from his ſpread Noftrils rowl, 
As from a Furnace; and when rous'd his Ire, 
Fate iſſues from his Jaaus in Streams of Fire: 
The Rage Tempeſts, and the Roar of Seas, 
Thy Terror, this thy great Superior pleaſe; 


_ © Strength on his ample Shoulder. fits in State, 


His well-join'd Limbs are dreadfully compleat ; 
His Flakes of ſolid Fleſh are flow to part, 
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| Writhes in the Sun aloft his ſcaly Height, | 
And. firikes the diſtant Hills with tranfient Light, 
Far round are fatal Damps of Terror ſpread; 
The mighty Fear, nor bluſh to own their Dread. 
Large is his Front; and when his burnijþ'd Eyes 
| Lift their broad Lids, the Morning ſeems to riſe. 
In wain may Death in various Shapes invade, 
The ſwift-wing'd Arrow, the deſcending Blade; 
His naked Breaſt their Impotence defies ; 
| The Dart rebounds, the brittle Fauchion flies: 
Shut in himſelf, the War without he hears, 
Safe in the Tempeſt of their ratt'ling Spears; 
The cumber'd Strand their waſted Vollies firow, 
His Sport, the Rage and Labour of the Foe. 
| His Paſtimes like a Caldron boy! the Flood, 
And blacken Ocean with the rifing Mud; 
| The Billows feel him, as he works his Way ; 
| His hoary Footſteps ſhine along the Sea ; 
The Foam, high-wrought with White, divides the Green, 
| And diftant Sailors point where Death has been. 
His like Earth bears not on her ſpacious Face, 
Alone in Nature flands his dauntleſs Race; 
For utter Ignorance of Fear renown'd: 


t hey run into the River. I ſuppoſe the common 


As Steel bis Nerves, as Adamant his Heart. 
When late awak'd, he rears him from the Floods, 
And ftretching forth his Stature to the Clouds, 


In Wrath he rowls his baleful Eye around, 


Makes every ſowoln, diſdainful Heart ſubſide, 
And holds Dominion o'er the Sons of Pride. 


The Crocodile, is an amphibious Animal, an Inhabitant of the Nile, and formerly thought peculiar 
to that River; but I do not find any material Difference between theſe Creatures, and the Alligators, 
that are found at the Mouth of the Ganges, and other Rivers of India. From an Egg, about the Size 
of a Gooſe-Epgg, they grow to a prodigious Bulk, being ſometimes Twenty or Thirty, nay an Hundred 
Feet in length. They are ſhap'd like a Lizard, and have four ſhort Feet, arm'd with Claws, with 
which, it is ſaid, they can run very faſt ; but as they cannot eaſily turn their long, unwieldy Bodies, their 
Prey has the greater Opportunity of eſcaping. Their Backs are cover'd with impenetrable Scales, like 
ſome old Pieces of Armour ; but the Skin of their Bellies is ſoft and eafily wounded. They have a flat 
Head, indifferent large Eyes, and are very quick fighted, which is partly owing to a ſort of Channel 
at the Back of each Eye, whereby they can ſee Objects behind them, as well as before. At the End 
of each lower Jaw, they have two long Teeth, which are admitted into two Holes in the upper Jaw. 
They are very cruel and voracious, but ſeldom venture to attack Men in Companies, nor even a 
fi gle Perſon, unleſs they can do it by Surprize. It is ſaid, they cannot take a Man, ſwimming in the 

ater, but if a Man, or Beaſt, ſtand by the River, they jump out ſuddenly, and ſeize him with their 
fore-Claws, or beat him down with their Tails, in which their Strength chiefly conſiſts. They ſeldom 

go above twenty or thirty Yards, from the River, but lie baſking in the Winter, upon the low Banks 
of ſandy Iflands, and keep chiefly in the Water by Day, in the Heat of Summer. When they are 
diſturb'd, they make no great Haſte from their Enemy, but walk gently into the River, and diſappear 
by degrees. It is generally obſerv'd, that they have no Tongue, but they have a fleſhy Subſtance that 
lies along the lower Jaw, which perhaps may ſerve them to turn their Meat. They make a Hole in 
the Sand, about two Foot deep, in which they lay their Eggs, to the Number of Fifty or thereabouts, 
and cover them over; where they are five and twenty, or thirty Days in hatching. The People ſearch 
for theſe Eggs with an Iron Pike in order to yank Axa for as ſoon as ever the Young ones are hatch'd 
ay of killing Crocodiles is, by ſhooting them in the 
Belly, where they are vulnerable, as I have obſerv'd above; but they talk of taking them by various 
Methods. Sometimes they dig Pits near the River, covering them ſlightly over, ſo that the Crocodiles 
fall into them, when they come a-ſhorez and having let them remain there faſting for ſeveral Days, in 
order to weaken them, they hamper them with Ropes, and draw them out alive. Another Way of 


# catch- 
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_ catching them is, by making ſome Animal cry at a little Diſtance from the River, and when the Cro- 
codiles come out, a Man who lies conceal'd thruſts a Spear into his Body; which being faſtned to a 
Rope, they let im run into the Water to ſpend himſelf, and afterwards dragging him out, thruſt aa 
Pole into his Mouth, jump upon his Back, and tie his Jaws together, As to the Tears aſcrib'd to 
this Creature, it is ſcarcely neceſſary to intimate that they are mere Fictionz. The Crocodile is ſeldom m 
ſeen in the Middle, or Lower Egypt, but frequents the Iſlands in the Southern Parts of the Nile, ſeveral . * 
hundred Miles above the City of Cairo. Give me leave to add, what I ſhou'd have mention d before, that 
the Crocodile is one of thoſe few Animals whoſe upper Jaw is moveable. 5 5 : 
| | Thompſon's Travels, Vol. III. p. 3176 
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CHAP. SER 


In this Chapter, which concludes the Book, Job, in the firſt Place readily, - acknowledges 
the Fuſtice and infinite Power of the Almighty, and with all due Humility and Contrition, 
begs a Remiſſion of his Sins; and fromiſes, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, never to . 
complain again, never to ſtart an Queſtions more concerning his Over-ruling Provi- 
dence ; but to acquieſce in, and ubmit to his Divine Diſpenſations with the utmojt Patience * 
and Reſignation. This hearty and fincere Repentance is accordingly accepted of by God, who, 
for his Sake, and on his Interceſſion, forgives his Friends likewiſe, whom he rebukes, as more 
blame-worthy than Job himſelf. And now God Almighty, having thus tried the Patience of 
our pious Patriarch, and approv'd of his Deportment in general, ſhews him ſeveral very ex- 
traordinary Marks of his divine Favour, and makes him an ample Compenſation for all bis 
Mesfortunes. _ 25 * | | 


HESE awful Words, in which the Wiſdom, Power, and Majeſty of God ſhone ſo 
. conſpicuous, awaken'd Fob, and ſet his Errors before him in ſuch a ſtrong Light, 

that with all due Humility he ſubmitted to God, and made the following free Confeſſion, 
ſaying ; | 1 99 | 

os am now, O Lord, fully convinc'd, that thy Wiſdom is incomprehenſible, and that 
« thy Power is as extenſive as thy Will: I am now abundantly fatisfied, that nothing can 
<« prevent thee from compleating thy Deſigns ; and that no Art or Compulſion can poſſibly - 
« defeat thy All-wiſe Purpoſes. And as thou hadſt Reaſons, beſt known to thyſelf, for 
« humbling me, and laying my Honour in the Duſt ; ſo I am ſenſible, that if thou wert 
« fo pleas'd, thou haſt Power ſufficient to re-eſtabliſh me in a much happier State and Con- 
« dition than I was in at firſt, As I am conſcious to myſelf, that all thy Reprehenſions 
<« have been perfectly juſt, I readily acknowledge, that I have been very ignorant, pre- 
« ſumptuous, and fooliſh, in talking after the Manner I have done, of the various Diſpen- 
« ſations of thy Divine Providence. I have ventur'd, I freely confeſs, to diſcourſe on 
« Subjects far above my Comprehenſion ; on ſuch Things as I ought humbly to admire, 


- 


« and not with Pride and Inſolence to blame or cenſurt. ? Y 
* O, let not the Lord be angry, and I will ſpeak. I will never preſume for the future to 

« account for thy Handy-Works, or to pry into the Ways of thy Providence, which are 

« dark and intricate ; all that I requeſt is, that thou wilt condeſcend to inſtruct me, and let 

« thy Heavenly Light diſpel thoſe thick Shades of Error that darken my Underſtanding. 

<< had entertain'd before indeed, ſome faint and imperfect Ideas of thy Greatneſs, Wiſdom 


( and 


i” 
* 
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«. and Power, but now thoſe Attributes are more clearly reveal'd to me by the Appearance 
er of thy awful Majeſty. For which Reaſon I am ſtung with Remorſe, and can ſcarce for- 
„ give myſelf for uttering my indecent Complaints. I condemn myſelf for bearing thy 
« afflicting Rod with ſo much Reluctance; for wiſhing, in my Deſpair, ſo earneſtly to 
&« die, and for ſurmiſing that the Righteous were no longer the Objects of thy Favour or 
« Concern. I heartily repent of my arrogant Diſcourſes, and of the unjuſt Accuſations 
« which I have brought againſt thy Government. I am griev'd, that I have expreſs'd ſo 
much Impatience under my Afflictions, and that I have endeavour'd to juſtify myſelf 
„ againſt my God.“ | 
| Now this ingenuous Confeſſion was ſo pleaſing to the Almighty, that his Wrath was 
perfectly appeas d; and he chid Job na longer; but directing his Voice to Eliphaz, who 
was Job's ſevereſt Accuſer, ſaid to him: I am angry, not only with Thee, but th 
« two Friends; for thou haſt made a very unjuſt, and partial Conſtruction of the Afffictions 
«. which I thought le to ſend upon Fob, whom, tho I do not pronounce abſolutely 
« guiltleſs, yet I acknowledge him to be my Servant, and to have ſpoken of me with more 
„ Wiſdom than thou haſt done, or any of thy Companions. Take, therefore unto thee, 
s ſeven Bullocks, and ſeven Rams, and carry them to my Servant 70; whom I conſtitute 
“ and ordain to be thy Prieſt, to offer up a Burnt-offering in thy Favour, and as a Teſti- 
* mony of my abſolute Dominion over all my Creatures. When thou haſt ſo done, he 
< ſhall intercede for thee, and ſhall obtain thy Pardon; for I have a great Affection for 
“ him, and will be indulgent to thee and thy Friends for his Sake. Take care that this 
« Command of mine be obey'd without Delay; leſt my Vengeance ſhould fall with Weight 
on your devoted Heads; becauſe, as I have before ſaid, all of you have put an evil Con- 
« ſtruction on my Ways, and ſet my Providence in a very unfair and diſadvantageous 
„ Light, and would not hearken to hy Servant Job, iN he told you that your 
« Aſſertions were falſe and groundleſs.“ x FE a 
Thereupon E/iphaz, and his two Companions, made their due Submiſſion to the Al- 
mighty, and entreated Fob to be their Interceſſor. Fob accordingly " up his Prayers to 
God in their Behalf, which were graciouſly receiv'd, and the Offenders, in Conſequence 
thereof, freely forgiven. . | | 

And at that very Inſtant as Fob was diſcharging that charitable Duty in Behalf of his 
Friends, the Lord was pleas'd to ſhew him ſeveral extraordinary Marks of his divine Favour ; 
nor did he ceaſe: to repeat his Bounty, till he had not only re-eſtabliſh'd him in his former 
State of Health, but made him twice as rich as he was before. 

Then all his Friends and Kindred, who had deſerted him in the Time of his Diſtreſs, 
when they were inform'd of his happy Reſtoration, came in Throngs round about him to 
reſtify their Joy, and to feaſt with him: And after they had condol'd with him, and expreſt 
their Sorrow, in the firſt Place, on account of the Loſſes and Misfortunes which he had met 
with, they congratulated him on his preſent Recovery which was ſo ſudden and unexpected: 
And as a Teſtimony of their Reſpect, every one made made him ſome valuable Preſent or 
another, in ſome Meaſure proportion'd to their reſpective Stations. | | 
Thus the Lord was pleas'd to make this patient, this innocent and righteous Man mi- 

ſerable, in order to augment his Happineſs; for inſtead of Seven thouſand Sheep and 
three thouſand Camels which were taken from him, he had Fourteen thouſand of the for- 
mer, and fix thouſand of the latter. He had now a thouſand Yoke of Oxen inſtead of 
five hundred, and his She-Aﬀes were multiply'd in proportion. His Wife alſo became 


very 
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very fruitful, and brought him ſeven Sons and three Daughters, being the very ſame Number 
with thoſe which he had loſt. And in order to perpetuate the Commemoration of ſo extraor- 
dinary a Deliverance, he call'd the eldeſt Jemima, that is, the Day; -becauſe of the Felicit 
wherein he now ſhone, after the diſmal Night of Affliction, wherein he had been obſcur'd. 
— The ſecond Ke/ia, an aromatic Spice; becauſe God had heal'd his filthy Ulcers. — And 
the laſt Kerenhappuch, that is, Plenty reſtor'd, or rather, the Horn of Varniſh; becauſe God y 
had wip'd away the Tears that had beſmear'd his Face. They were all remarkable for their 
Beauty; for there were none in the whole Country whoſe Charms were ſo conſpicuous; and 
their Father did not (as the uſual Cuſtom is) endow them only with a ſmall Portion of his 
Effects, but declar'd that they ſhould be Coheirs with his Sons, and have a proportionable 
Share of his Inheritance. | 8 
After this glorious Turn of Fortune, this happy Reſtitution of himſelf and his Family, 
his Years likewiſe were augmented, as well as his Eſtate ; for the Lord was pleas'd to add 
an hundred and forty Years to thoſe he had liv'd before his Misfortunes ; inſomuch that the 
uw Man had the Satisfaction to. fee his numerous Progeny to the fourth Succeſſion. At 
aſt, fully pleas'd, and full ripe with hoary Age, he dropp'd into the Grave, nor wiſh'd to 
live a Moment longer. | & | W N 
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Miſcellaneous Notes on Cu av. XLII. 


Ver. I. . i IV; V VE 


Then Job anſwered the Lord and ſaid, I know that thou canſt do every Thing, and that no | 
Thought can be withholden from thee. Who is he that hideth Counſel without Knowledge ? © 
Therefore have I uttered that I underftood not; Things too wonderful for me,which I knew not. 
Hear I beſeech thee, and I will ſpeak , I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 1 
have heard of thee by the hearing of the Ear; but now mine Eye ſeeth thee. Wherefore I 
abhor myſelf, and repent in Duſt and Aſhes. | * 


Then the Chaldean ea: d his labouring Breaſt, « Oft have I heard of thine Almighty Pow'r, ba, { 
With full Conviction of his Crime oppreſt. | © But never ſaw thee till this dreadful Hour : | 
« Thou canft accompliſh all Things, Lord of Might, I“ O'erwhelm'd with Shame the Lord of Lift I /ee, 
« And every Thought is naked to thy Sight : « Abhor myjelf, and give my Soul to thee : 
% But ob ! Thy Ways are wonderful, and le % Nor ſhall my Weakneſs _ thy Anger more : 
« Beyond the deepeſt Reach of mortal Eye. «© Man was n't born to Queſtion, but Adore.” 


Dr. Leung. 
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(a) y baue beard of the Patience of Job, ſays the Apoſtle, and have ſeen the End of the 
Lord: And therefore, when we find our Spirits begin to flag under the Senſe of any 
8 Affliction, or bodily Pain; when our Patience begins to be tired with Sufferings, 
which are greater than we can bear, and our Truſt in God to be ſhaken, becauſe he pours 
down his Judgments upon us; let us enliven our _— Courage, by ſetting before us ſuch. 
noble Patterns as this; and let us be aſham'd to fink under our Burthens, in their Weight far 
diſproportionate to thoſe, which a Man, made of the ſame Fleſh and Blood as we are, and 
ſupported by no other Helps, than are afforded us, without irreverently murmuring (b) 
againſt God, without leſſening his Confidence in him, without impeaching his Juſtice, and 
without deſponding of his Goodneſs, both patiently endur'd and triumphantly overcame. 
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It may be ohjected, e did not bear his Misforzunes without Murmuring 3 wi 
18 Parts of his Book, particularly the third Cliptor,; from mm nes 


tneſs his grievous Complaints 
Jet | beg leave to diſtinguiſh between 
Murmuring and Complaining. To be afflicted is the ſure Lot of all Mankind, and when we feel God's Hand up- 
on us, not to be { e thereof, and.to,ſeer ſo, not to complain and wiſh, and pray that the Evil may be re- 
mov'd, wou'd be rather a Mark of Inſenſibility than Fortitude ; but when theſe Complaints do not riſe ſo high as 
to tax the Supreme Being with Injuſtice; when we wou'd not conſent to offend him, even to get rid of the Evils 
that oppreſs us, then we act as become the Servants of the living God. — Thus did Fob — The very firſt Expreſſion 
of his Grief was ſuitable to a Man, he appear'd overwhelm'd with his Misfortunes, and in the very Agonies of 
Grief, his Exclamation was truly worthy of him, whom the Lord declar'd to be Perfe&? and Upright — The Lord 
gave, ſaid he, and the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord: — Human Nature cannot but feel 
the Rod of AfiQtion ; for exen the Bleſſed Jeſus pray'd, if it were poſſible, that the Cup might 7 five him ; but 
immediately added, not my Well, but thine be done. In ſhort, to complain cannot be deem'd ſinful, provided out 
Complaints are not more violent than the Affliction we labour under will warrant ; but to murmur at God, and 
exclaim againſt his Providence is finful, baſe, and ungrateful. A good Man, ſays a Heathen Writer, ſtruggling 
with Misfortunes, the Gods miglit look upon with Pleaſure ; much like to which is the Declaration of the Chriſtian 
Apoſtle — if, when ye do:well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently ; this is acceptable with God. 
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